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| Troubled Si oul, 


In time of 


| Trouble SC Afiction, 


| The Sweet = ei -Raviſhing 
MYSTERY ofthe 


Apple— I ree; 


| Explained and laid open, in Two 
| Diſcourſes from Cart. 2.3. for the 
| Comfort and Encouragement of the 
|| True Believer, in the midftof the 
| worſt and ſoreſt Aﬀfitions which can 
( poſſibly ) befal him in this World : 
And the Awakening the moſt ſecure 
1 Sinner, who 1s yet a Stranger to the 
1 faid Myſtery. 
| 2ubliſh'd at the earneſt and importunate 


Requeſt of ſeveral Godly Perſons, who heard 
_the ſame Preached. 


| Come, Trembling Sinner, haſten, taſte, and ſee, 
i What Fruit grows on the Spouſes Apple-Tree. -- 
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4 By ByZ. Barry, an unworthy Miniſt. of the Goſpel. 
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7, hzs Highly Honoured Friends 
DeoGor John Tarlaſs, P hyſr- 

tian to St. Thomas hs Hoſp1- 
tal ;z Southwark, and his 
truly Religious Conſort. 


Honoured Sir, and Virtuous Madam. 


Do ſincerely own, and ingeni- 
ouſly Acknowledge my ſelf 1o 


| highly oblig'd to you both, for your 
þ great: Kindneſs and Reſpett ſhewn 


' to unworthy me and my Family ; 

} ſince we ( Providentially ) came 
{ (as Pilgrims and Strangers) into 
' Exgland, thatTam really concern'd 
* that I can (hitherto) but Reta- 
| liate in verbal Acknowledgments. 
' The Divine Providence ſeeing it. 
| beſt for me to keep me low (1n 
. outwards) and by that means to 
' render me unca pable of that Du- 


ty; which the Care, Pains, and 


A 2 COn- 
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Y een 


Fairhful Phyiitian obliges to. 
[t is well known both to your 


{elves and my Friends and Rela» 


tions, who were Eye and Ear 
Witneſſes of the near Approaches 


I made towards the Grave. How 


that I owe my Life (under 


God ) ſeveral times (over and ! 
.over) to the preat Skill, Care, 


and Faithfulneſs of Ingenious and 
Faithful Door T arlaſs : And I 
do now own and Acknowledge 
the ſame to the Praiſe af TJe- 
hovs the. Great and ' Chief 
Phyſitian, and the deſerved Com- 


conſtant Diligence of an Able ana W* 
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mendation of Doctor Tarlaſs | 
his worthy Inſtrument. I hope 
( dear Sir) I ſhall be Enabled-. 


ro carry to the Grave a becom- 
ing Remembrance of your Chri- 
{tian- Kindneſs, and Tender Re- 
ſpe ſhewn and expreſt ( on 
all Occaſions) towards the moſt 
unworthy of Chriſts Ambaſſ- 
dors; who, ( through ſpecial 


Grace ) can ſay (1a truth ) that 


the 
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"DEDICATORY..” 


I” he prizes and values his preſent 
Poverty and Reproach occaſion'd 


by his Love to, and Zeal for 
the Goſpel of Teſus Chrift, more 
than he doth all the Honour 
and Riches which this vain flat- - 
tering ahd bewitching World 1 
capable of advancing to. 

And I greatly hope , and fin- 
cerely pray, that the ever Bleſ: 
ſed God ( who hath endowed you. 
with ſo Excellent a Gift of Un- 
derſtanding, and diſcerni-ig the 
State and Condition of Human 
Bodies, and of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween the manifold and vario:s 
Maladies and Diſtcmpers to whici) 
they are obnoxious (even to an 
Excelling the moſt of Phvlitians 
now 1n London) and who hath 
Crown'd your Labours with fuch 
Succeſs as beſpeaks you preterra- 
ble and deſirable: ( above all of 
your FunQion) by thoſe Patients 
who have experienced your <kill | 
and Faithfulneis : That this ever 
Bleſſed God (1 fay) who hath } 
A.:3: GONG | 


| The rr. | ; 
done for you what is now men: | 
tion'd above; what, I am capable 
1 of expreſſing, may prove your ſpi- |! 
£ ritual Phyſitian in that needful 
; Hour, when decaying Nature is 

þ breathing out its Ultizmm Vale to 

| the preſent World is, and ſhalt be | 
) the Prayer and Cordial Wiſh. of 
your highly oblig'd and thank- 
ful Patient ; who ſhall not ceaſe ' 
( whatever others think. or ſay of 
you) to. Trumpet out your deſer-- 
ved Fame and real Worth, while 
I enjoy the Faculties. of Memory ' 
and Speech. And what I pray, 

| and wiſh God may be to you in , 
| ' a dying Hour, the ſame I pray 

| | and wyh he will be to your dear 

| | and Religious Conſort, in whom 

b you are ſo greatly Bleſt. And 

I tor both your ſakes (to whom I 

'| | own my felf for ever obliged) 1 

| | heartily pray, that God may work 
out for his own (by the efftetu- | 
al Call of his own Spirit) your |, 
dear Poſterity, that when you are 
call'd off, and they (by Provis 
dence) 
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dence) are call'd on the Stage of 
publick Service ; they may be ACt- 


ted by the ſame Spirit whereby 


ye are both Actted;z ſo as their 
Uſefulneſs in their Day and Place, 
may render and: beſpeak them as 
ſerviceable and delirable as their 
Parents, the which if God vouch- 
ſafe them (as I hope he will ) 
they will then live truly Honou- 
rable, and. die lamented, as I am 
confident you will whenever you 
20 hence, 

My pretixing your worthy Names 
to the enſuing Treatiſe will (1 
hope) be lookt on as a making 
Amends for my great Deficiency 
and ſhortneſs in Handling ſo ſweet 
and excellent a Subject ; eſpeci- 
ally in the Eſteem and Judgment 
of thoſe who have the ſame va- 
lue for you both, asI have. The 
Method I have taken in owning 
your Kindneſs will (I greatly 
hope )' be no way difpleaſing, ſce- 
ing I know not how otherwiſe to 
do it to my own Satisfattion. TI 
A. 4. conclude 
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my hearty well Wiſhes and Prayer 
ro God for you both ; that the 
Subject of the Appletree (fo weak- 
ly handled 1n the enſuing Trea- 
tiſe) may be ( through the Pow- 
erful Influence of the Holy Ghoſt 
in both your Souls) made as de- 
lighcful to you 1n reading it, as 
it was to me in Studying and 
Preaching it ; and as Raviſhing as 
it was to thole at whoſe earneſt 
Requeſt I have been prevailed 
with to Publiſh the ſame. Iam 
( Honoured Sir) and virtuous 
Madam, 


Tour ever obliged Friend 
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conclude this ſhort Dedication with | 


James Barry. 
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Chriſtian Readcr. 


_ .Courte-us Reader, 

\ T Hen firſk I Preacht on this 
ſweet and atlightful Sub+ 

jeeF., (the- Appletree.) T7 mite 

thenght er expetted to have beer 

ſeen in Prini, So far was I ( ana 


ſtiff am from judging my [elf ca: 


pable of hanaling ſo Myſterions and. 


Profound a Suvj« "4; as it really dt. 
ſerves to be FW fr) 


That which iaduc'd me toa Wile 
linaneſs to Publiſh my Thoughts 
and Conceptions avout it; 1 lay. 


down in two Particulars. 
Firlt, The real Sweetneſs and 
Soul-raviſhins Delight which ( nith 
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_ The Preface to- the 

the Spouſe ) I found under the Sha- 
dow of the Sweet and Precious Je- 
ſus, who is ( Allegorically ) ſet forth 
in this Metaphor, whoſe Fruit hath 
aften reviu'd and exhilerated my 
fainting Soul, while I continu. ſit- 
ting under his Divine Shadow ; to 
keep and ſecure me from being ſcor- 
ched to death by the violent Heat of 
the tempefiuous Storms which have 
been rais'd againſt me by the powers 
of” Darkneſs ; and which have ( t- 
ceſſantly ) followed me, ſince I was: 
( effect ually.) called out of a State of 
Naturs; eſpecially, fince I was calPd 
20 the Work of the Miniſtry. The 
only Wiſe God. ſaw it good to permit: 
Sat au ard his. Inſtruments, not only, 
fo commence, but even to maintain 
aud. keep pa ſnarp Wir againſt 
2; that I might know ( expe- 
rimentaily ) what a ſhadow thu: Ap- 
pletree affords 19. poor Bewildred 
Soul, aud row that there is-10- C- 
wer ſhadow than can. ſecure. a poos, 
E$87:615 Wink. i. 
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Chriſtian: Reader; ""N 
Secondly, The delightful Smet 
meſs which ſeveral Savory-ſpirited 
Chriſtians declared they met with: 
{ to the Foy and rejoycing of their 
Spirits ) in the handling this Sub- 
ject. Since when, I have been of- 
zen and more than ordinarily ims* 
portun'd by ſeveral, both in City. 
and Country to Publiſh (in Print ) 
what they fear me deliver on the 
Appletree Subjet, They not doubt- 
ing, but that the Spirit of Chriſt 
which made it ſo delightful: and ras 
wiſhing to themſelves, would make 
it the ſame to other Believers, if 
once Printed, At their earneſt Re- 
queſt, 1 did make a Promiſe of Pub« 
tiſhing the ſame, when I found my 
felf (thereunto) Encouraged by Pro- 

VIAence, 

All the Harm-T wiſh thee ( kind 
and charitable Reader ) t ; that the 
Spirit of Truth ( who Inſpir'd So 
lomon the Penman of that Glorious 
My ftery handled in this (hort Trea- 
riſe ) may grazzoufly vouchſafe unto 
thee ſuch"a meaſure of the Anoint - 

ing 


The*Preface to the 
ino from above, as may Render thee 
capable of anderſtanding ; ' and ap- 
plyiag thy {elf (by Faith} the things 
held forth, ana contain'd in it, that 
fo thou may'ſs ( Experimentally ) 
come to taſte and feel the ſweet Foy 
and Delight wherewith the unworthy 
Author met, in Stuaying and P reach- 
ing the ſajue ; And wherewith thoſe 
gcdly Belieters (who heard it Preacht ) 
aid miet., at whoſe Importunity Þ 
have now Publiſht the ſame far the 


publick Good : If thou findeft any 


Comfort, and Soul Advantage by 
reading it , let it be a Motive tg 
ftir thee up to joyn with me in (hear- 
tily) requeſting , the more Learned 
and Expertenced of the Briaegrooms 
Friends and faithful 4mbaſſadors, 
to ſupply my great Deficiency and 
ſhortneſs, in ſeitiizg forth the Com- 
wnendation of this ( Incomparably ) 
Excellent- Appletree ; in whoſe Sha- 
dow- ana Fruit conſiſts the very Life 
{ and the All ) of all true Belieq- 
irs, bath here, aud hereafter. If it 
bapnens ther think me too ſharp 
and 
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Chriſtian: Reader. 


" and too b.ld in handling the Papilt, 


the Quaker, and. Armimans,;  &e. 
In this 1reatiſe I heartily deſire: thee 
to conſider but. two things for pre- 
venting Prejudice in thy Spirit ; et» 
ther azainſt the Truth ( herein ) dif 
cover'd, or againſt the Inſtrument by 
whom the Providence of Load ſees fit 
to make the Diſcovery to. thee, © 
Firſt, T he apparent Difparagement 
which the Principles and Prattiſes of” 
the above mention's Heretreks put up- 
on the '. hurches Appletree,#x that they. 
hold and teach, that Chriſts Righte- 
ouſneſs (alone ) is not ſufficient to juſti 
fie a Sinner at the Bar of God, without 
the Sinners Qualifications) as concau- 
ſes with Chyiſts Rightecuſneſi) in Fu- 
ification. This ts a diſparagment 30- 
Chriſt (the Churches Appletree)which 
the God of Love and Patience (him 
ſelf”) cannot bear, Deut. 18. 18. Jo. 
5. 2}. Andſbould not I (herein) Pa- 
irtzaxe, that ts, Imitate my Father in 
decrying and condemning ſuch a Chriſt 
acbaſing and Soul damning Principle ; 
F | 


OO The Epiſtle to the 


Son of God. 


Secondly, Boldneſs for God, and: 
Zeal for the Honour of his Son, are 


fome of thoſe bleſſed Effetts which the-. 


Shadow and Fruits of the Appletree 
produce in all true Believers, who ſit 


under the ſhadow, and feed on the Pruit- 


of the Churches Appletree. Acts 


4» E-3. Gal. 4:18. To convince an; 


(hereof) who queſtion the Truth if 


what I now aſſert; Let ſuch but oncy 
get ſaving Acquaintance with this Ap: 
pletree, by ſitting under its comfor- 


table and delightful ſhadow in time of 


the moſt raging Storms they meet with, 


and: by feeding (believingly) on its 
Exuit : And in caſe they become not 


beld and zealous for God and Chriſt, I 
ſhall be willing to bear the ignominious 
Brand. or Charadter of a falſe Pro- 
phet. 

Acquaint- now. thy ſeif- with him, and” be at 
Peace, thereby God ſhall come unto thee, Job- 
228-205 
_ Qtaſte andiſee that the. Lord. is goody, blefied is - 
thk Mia that truiteth.in Lim,. Pill. 24.8; 
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I ſhoula not (by being ſilent herein ) | 
evidence my ſelf to be the Adopted 
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Sermon FT. 


Cant. 2. 3» 


As the Appletree among the Trees of 
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the Wood, ſo is my Beloved among 
the Sous ; T ſat down under his- 
Shadow with great Delight, and. 
tris. Fruit was ſweet to my taſte. 


Mong all.theMetaphors wheres 
by the Wiſdom of God hatle: 
ſecn-fit, to ſet forth the Ex- 
c:llency and Commodiouſ- 

neſs. of Chriſt his Son; as he is de- 

Ggn'd for the Happincſs and Comfort 

of pocr elected Sinners: None fo ſets 

him forth (to the life ) as this of 'tha 

Appletree, as will moſt plainly, apyear. 

by two things. 

Firſt. By explaining. ( or unfolding ): 
the Senſe and Veaning of tae Spirit of; 
God in this Allezory or Metaphor.. 

Secondly, By a due 2nd {criptural:Aps 
wlication .of, the. ſame: $6 The. Souls. of, 


7 a 


(2) 


poor, weak, tempted Believers, for the 


Relief and Comfort of whom the fame 
is left upon Record. h 


I begin with the firſt ( viz.) to Ex- | 


plain and unfold the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of the Spirtt of God in this Allegory 
or Metaphor, 

Fhe deſign of the Spirit of God in 
this Allegory is, (I humbly conceive ) 


to ſer forth the incomparable and tran!- 


cendent Exccllency of Jeſus Chriſt, a- 


bove all other of Adams Children, and | 


That on a twofold Account. 


Firjt, On the Account of what heis 


In hiinſ(etf. 


Secondly, On the Account of the great | 
Work he is detign?d aad calPd to by his | 


Fatner. 


Firſt, Onthe Account of what Chriſt | 


15 in himſelf; he far (and unſ|eakably) 
tranſcends all the Children of Adam, fo 
witneſlech the Spirit of God concern- 
tng him, P/al., 45. 2. Thou at fairer 
than the Chlidren of Men, Grace is 
poured into thy Lips, therefore God hath 
Bleſſed thee for ever. To this alſo wit- 
nelleth the Church of God {the true 
Spouſe of. Chriſt ) which is ated and 
guided by the Spirit of God, Caz?. 5. 10, 
My Beloved is white and ruday, the chief- 
eft amon? ten thouſand. and ver, 16. His 
mouth 


6 3) 
mouth i. moſt ſweet z yea, he i altore- 
ther lovely, This tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of Chriſt ( in himſelf ) an which 


' account he Excells all the Children cf 


Adam, 1s to be conſidered with reſpect 
to two things. 

Firſt, In reſpect of his Godhead, as 
Chriſt is God, he is bleſt with an un- 
created eſſential Excellency above all 
Created Beings, from whom (as ſuch) 
all created and communicated Excellen- 
cy in Angels and Saints flows and ſprings, 


* Zach, 13. 7. fo: 17. 5. FR 23-0 
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Secondly, In reſpe@t of bis Hu- 
manity, Chriſt is (tranſcendently ) 
more Excellent than all the Children 
of Adam, and that on a twofold Ac- 


count. 


Firſt, On the account of the Spot- 
leſs Purity and perfe& Integrity of 


; his Human Nature, whereby a Founda- 
; tion was laid for uniting the ele& World 


to God in a Bond of an Everlaſting U- 
nion. H1d not the Humanity of Chriſt 
been ſpotleſs, and free from all Stain 
of ſin; it could not ( poſſibly.) kave 
been capable of Union with thGDivine 
Being, Pſal. 5. 4+ Mal. 1. 13. 2 Cor. 5 
21. It is on this Account that Chriſt is 
PNil'd the Lamb of God, Foe. 1. 36. 
| Fohn 


Tam 


John ſpeaks: with Alluſion to the Paſcal / 


Lamb under the Law, which was to be 
a Lamb without Spot or Blemiſh, Exod, 
32.5. To this alfo alludes the Apoſtle 
Peter, 1 Per. 1. ig; But with: the pre- 
cious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb with- 
out Blemiſh; and without Spot. 

The finleſs Purity of his Human Na- 
ture, any the exadt Conformity of all 


his Human AGions to the demand of 


Gods Law, are here intended. 
Secondly, On the Account of the ex- 
traordigary Anointing of- the Spirit, 
poured out on the Humanity of Chriſt, 
ro fit and meeten him for the great Work 
nf Mediation. between God and elect 
Sinners. Of this Chriſt himſelf gives 
an Account by the Evangelical Prophet. 
Eſa. 61.1. The Spirit of the Lord God. 
zs upon me, becauſe the Lord hath «- 
nointed me, to Preach glad tidings to 
the meek, &Cc. | 


This was excellently held forth in- 


the Perſon of Aaron: the High Prieſt 
Cunder the dark Diſpenſation of the 
ceremonial Adminiſtration ) an Emi- 
nent and Glorious Type and Shadow 


of Chriſt the Eles High Prieſt, P/al.- 


F433 » To 
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Ie is like the Precious Ointment 
( upon the Head ) that ran down upon 
the Beard, even Aarons Beard, that 
went down to the Skirts of his Gar- 
ment: The material Oyl wherewith 
Aaron ( Chriſts Type) was anointed,, 
did prefigure' and type out the Effu- 


| ſion off the Spirits, Gifts and Graces 


en the Human Nature of Chriſt to fit 
and qualife him: for the Work: the Fa- 
ther. hath ſent hinr-about ; this anoint- 
ing was poured out on Chriſt withour- 
meaſure, as witneſſ:zth the Scripture, 
Fo. 3 34. For he whom God hath ſent 
ſpeaketh the Words of God, for God: 


'grveth not the Spirit by. meaſure unto- 


him : T his 1s- futther backt and con- 
firn'd by Coloſ. 1. x9. For it pleaſed: 
the Father that in him ſhould all fulnefs 
awell, And Coloſ. 2. 9. For in him 
awelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead. 
bodily. 

Beſides the perſonal Anointing of 
Chriſts Human Nature, wherewith the 
Father anoinced him above his fellows, 
Pſal. 45.7. there was a: ( Soul enrieh- 
ing ) Stock. of Grace put into his Hands 
( as Mediator) in time to be commn- 
nicated to all the Ele, who are to 
be the Members of his Myſtical Body : 
Hence it is, that Believers are ſaid to- 
Tg-- 


T0") 
receive of Chriſt's Fulneſs ; Jo. 1. 16. 
And of his Fulneſs have all we received, 
and Grace for Grace, FEphel. 4.7. But 
unto every one of wi is given Grace, ac- 
cording 1o the meaſure of the Gift of 
Chriſt. 


Chriſt (as God) is the Source and 


Fountain of all the Graces of Believers, 
as God-man, he is the Meriter and Pur- 
chaſer of all Grace for them ; and Chriſt 
(as Mediator ) he hath the diſpencing 
Power commirted to him ( by the Fa- 
ther,) to communicate to, and beſtow 


upon every Member of his Body, what | 


meaſure of Grace he pleaſeth. 

Seconaly, Cihrilt ( far) excels all A- 
dams Children, on the account of the 
Work to which the Father deſign'd him 
in Eternity, and whereto he (1n time) 
call'd him. | 

This great Work 1s to reconcile God 
and elect Sinners together, by the Inter- 
poſition of his Mediatorial Righteouſ- 
neſs, to make up that Breach which the 
Sin (and Apoſtacy) of Adam had effected 


between God and the EleR, and to keep | 


and continue them in an everlaſting Co- 
venant of Love and Peace, ſo as that 
there ſhould never be any Poſſibility of 


their being at Enmity any more for e- , 


ver, 2 Cor, 5.19. towit, that God was 


n- 


in Chriſt, 'reconciling the World unto 


himſelf, not '1mputiog their Freſpaſſes 
ro. them. By World in this, (as in other 
places) is intended the ele World, 
for whom Chriſt was made -Sjn and a 
Curſe; and berween whom and God 
(his offended Father) he ſtept in (as a 
Mediator) to make Peace, by offering ' 
up. himſelf in Sacrifice to God?s Juſtice, 
1 7m, 2.5,6, for there 15 one God, and 
one Mediator between God and Men, 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 

. Who gave himſelfa Ranſom for all 


_ to be teſtified in due time. 


Compare with this, 7o. 10. 15. and + 
Fo. 17.9. and it will( plainly ) appear, 
that Chriſt became. a.Mediator of Re» 
demption and Interceſſion for God?s E- 
le&, and none elſe. HE es | 

If what hath been ſaid, concerning 
what Chriſt is in himſelf, and: the great 
Work to which the Father hath deſign?d 
and call'd him, berightly conſidered, it 
will appear, (beyond all Contradiction) 
that he infinitely excels and tranſcends 
all the Children of Adam. None of A- 
dams Poſterity were ever qualihecl like 
him ; neither were any of them ever 
call*d to ſo great and glorious a Work as 
he was : this in the general. 


But 
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. But more particularly, to come to the 
Allegory or Metaphor, by which his 
tranſcendent Excellency is (allegorical- 
ly) ſet forth, there are three things in 
the Apple-Tree which beſpeaks the 
Lord Jeſus, a None-ſuch to the Ele&. 
Firſt, The Lowneſs and Comlineſs of 
the Apple-Tree-above other Trees : It 


grows lower and nearer the Ground 


than other Trees (uſually) do. 
The matchleſs Lowlineſs and Humili- 


ty of Chriſt is (hereby) ſet forth ; none- 


could ever compare with him herein. 
Mat. 11. 29. Take my Yoke upon you, and 
learn of me, for 1 am nieek and lowly. 
This is anciently Predicted of him, 
as appears Zach. 9.9. Rejoyce greatly O 
Danghter of Zion, ſhout O Daughter of 
Jeruſalem, behold thy King cometh unte 
thee; he is juſt, and having Salvation, 
lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon 
a Colt, the Foal of an Aſs, Mat. 21. 4,4. 
Six things wherein this will appear. 
Firſt, His condeſcending to become 
his Father's Inferior ; firſt as a Son, (a 
Relation which imports Superiority and 


E» Inferiority) Pfal. 2.7, 1 will declare the 
' Decree the Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou 


art my Son, this day have I begotten thee, 
&c. Jo. 3. 16. Hor God ſo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

CC. 


T &c. Jo. 14-28. For my Father os ts 


it) "* 


than I. 
| Secondly, As a Servant, to do his 
Work: Pſal. 89. 20, 1 have found Da- 
i vid my Servant, with my Holy Oil have I 
anointed him. Eſa. 42. 1. Behold my Ser- 
| vant, whom I uphold, mine Elelt, in whom 
my Soul delighteth. 
* This Inferiority of Chriſt to God, 


| -| is to be underſtood in reſpect of the Of- 


- vS ww he f —"S 0 = 


' fice he voluntarily took on him (for the 
Elects ſake,) not in reſpect of Nature or 
| Eſſence. as appears Zach. 13, 7. Awake 
| 0 Sword againſt my Shepherd, and againſt 
the Man that is my Fellow. To, 10. 30. 1 
and my Father are one, Heb. 1.3. Who 
being the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon, Q&c. 
Secondly, Mis condeſcending to aſſume 
the Humane Nature : 'Heb. 2, 14. Far- 
| aſmuch as the Children did partake of Fleſb 
| and Blood, he alſo himſelf took, part of the 
| ſame. Verſ. 16. For verily he took, not 
| upon Yam the Nature of Angels, . but he. 
' took upon him the Seed of Abraham. 
There are twothings, which Gf con- 
ſidered) wHl put a bright Luſtre on this 
| A@tof Chris Condeſcention. 
' Firſt, The Baſeneſs of tie Matter. of 
that Body he aſſumed, viz. A Clod of 
Earth, and that the worſt of Farth, viz. 
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Red Earth; ſo-the. ward Adam 
brew ſignifies. | 


Secondly, The. abje. State and 


wretched Condiiion, into which it fell, | 


by the Apoſtacy and Rebellion of 44am, 
to which he knew he mult become ſub- 


jet. Hence it is, he is ited a Man of | 


Sorrows, and acquainted with . Grief. 


Eſa. 53-3,4- Rom..8. 3. For what the | 
Law could not do, in that it was weak , | 


(through the Fleſh) God ſending his own 
Son in the likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, &c. 
Thirdly, In his being Born of mean 
Parents. Chriſt (as God) did ſingle our 
and chooſe the Womb in which his Hu- 
matiity was to; be Conceived ; which 
was not an Empreſs, a Queen, or ſome 
Lady of Rich and Noble ExtraQion, (ac- 
cording to the Fleſh) but a mean and de- 
ſpicable Maid, of a mean and poor Fa- 
mily, ſo poor, that ſhe was not able to 
compaſs a Lamb, but muſt be truſting to 
a pair of Turtle Doves, for a Sacrifice, ' 
Luke 2. 24. compared with Lev. 12. 8. 
I marvel which of all the wiſe Men, or 
the Profeſſors of this Age would freely 
make ſuch a Choice for themſelves or 
theirs? Chriſt had regard to the Pro- 
miſe, not to Riches or Honovrs. 
Fourthly, His taking on him the form 
of a Servant. Pal. 40.6, Sacrifice and 


Offer- 


in Hes | 


ME ——— 
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CT. 


| offering thou didſt not deſire, mine Earz 


thou diggedſt thorow, David ( perſona- 


| ting Chriſt ) ſpeaks with Alluſion ro 


'to Exod 21.6. where the Law for Ser- 


' |'vants is ſet down, that Ceremony of. 


|| Baring the Servants Ear thorow with 
an 
' || al Servitude (to his Father) untilhe 


Aull, did prefgure Chriſts perpetu- 


| ſhould finiſh the Work he had underca- 
ken Lo go thorow with, Jo. 17. 4. / 
have plorified thee on the earth, I have 
finiſhed the work, which thou gaveſt me to 
do, Phil. 2. 7. And made himſelf of no 
Reputation, and took, upon him the form 
of a Servant, &C. 

 Fifthly, The Objects of his Choice 
whom he loves and delights in,( viz.) 
the poor and deſpiſed ones of the 


|| World. 


The deſign of the Scriptures ( now 
quoted) is not to afſure us, that all 


1|poor ones 1n this World, are to be lIn- 


heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
or that all who are richly ( or nobly ) 
born afcer the Fleſh, ſhall die damned ; 
But the deſizn 15 to ſhew, that very 
tew ( comparatively ) of the rich and 


[[noble of this World ar: ſaved. 


Worldly greatneſs and ſaving Grace 


very rarely meer together in the ſame 


Perſon, when they Jo» none on Earth 
B prove 


-&. 
Fs 


I'2 


prove more lowly minded, and. abun- 


dant in Love to, and Zeal for God, 
than ſuch, Fa. 1. 9, 10. Let the Brother 
of low degree rejoyce, in that he is made 
hich, But the rich, in that he i made 
low, Kc, 

A lecond thing in the Applerree 
which ( Allegorically ) ſets forth the 
Excellency and Uſcfulneſs of Chriſt to 
che EleR, Is its ſpreading and ſhadowy 
Nature. As the Applerree is of: ſingu- 
lar Uſe and Advantage to Human Bo- 
dies, to ſhelter them from Storms and 
Showers; ſo the Lord Jeſus ( ſpiritual- 
ly fled or run to Þy Faith) is uſeful and 


advantagious to the Souls of Gods E- 
le&t.in time of ſpiritual Storms. Chriſt] 


as ſet forth ( in Scripture) as the on- 
ly Shadow of Security to the Children 
of God in time of all their Diſtreſs 
and Tribulations, Eſa. 4. 6. And there. 
tall be a Jabernacle for a Shadow 


in the day time from the heat, and far 


.a place of refuge, and for a Covert from 
ftormms and fromrain, Eſa. 25.4. T;hou 
aft been a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrenath 
t0.the needy in hu diſtreſs, a refuge\from 
rhe florm, a fhadow from the heat, when 
the biaſt of the terrible ones as a blaſt 
again the wall, 


The 
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The Propheſies ( now mentioned ) 
are to be underſtood of, and apply*d 
to Chriſt and the Elect, and none elſe. 
Chriſt is a Shadow to them and to none 
elſe; and none 1n Earth or Heaven can 
ſecure them from the dreadful Storms 
they meet with but he, and none be= 
ſides him. 

The doctrinal Obſervation which 
Naturally Reſults from the former part 
of the Text: is, That Chriſt the Son 
of God (Allegorically) ſet forth by 
the Apple- Tree 1s a ſhadow of Prote- 
Qtion to the weakeſt Believer, let what 
ſtorms will come on him in this World. 
Or thus; in the moſt diſtreſſed, and 
deplorable Caſe, and Condition , a Be- 
lieyer can (Poſlibly) be in, (in reſpe& 
of Sin and Miſery) He is (for ever) ſe- 
cur?d from periſhing, being found un- 
der the ſhadow of Chriſt's Prote» 
Ction. 

Beſides the words of the Text; that 
in E/a. 25. 4. 1s a full, and convincing 
Proof of the Obſervation now laid 
down. To which ; many other Scrip- 
tures may be added out of both the Old 
Teſtamenr and the New. But omit- | 
ting many Quotations : 1 ſhall proceed 
to a more clear and convincing Demon» 

B 2 {tration 
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( 14 ) 
frition of the truth of Doctrine now 
Ailerced. And that by an 'Enimeration 
of the" ſeveral particular Storms, where- 
wich the- weak Believer muſt look and 
expect to meet, before he Arrives at 
And out of all which Chriſt 
will moſt certainly deliver him. 

There are ſix ſharp and dreadful 
Storms, Wwherewith Gods -Ele& mect 
be. ween”the Cradle and the Crown in 
Glory; from all which, the ſhadow of 
Chriſt's Micdiitorſhip covers and ſecures 
them forever; | _-_ 

Firſt, The ſtorm of the Laws dam- 


natory Sentence which thunders out 


Curſes and eternal Death on all Adams 
Children ( none excepted ), Rom. 3. 19. 
Now we know that what things the Law 
faith, it ſaith to them that are under 
the Law : that every mouth may be ftop- 
ped; and all the world may become ghilty 
before God, Gal. 4.10. For as many as 
are of the works of the Law, they are 
under the Curſe : for it is written, 
curſed ts every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the 
Law to do them. 

Here's a Storm which 1s like the A- 
venger of Blood ( under the Law) it 


- Will never be laid, tifl the awakened, 


COn- 


(15 ) 
convinced Sinner be either in Hill; cx 
ſhelter*d under the ſhadow of Chriſls 
media:orial Sa:isfaction g'ven to off n- 
ded Juſt ice for the ſinners of God's E- 
let. From this S:orm none can ſecure. 
but the Lord Jeſus, Fo. 8. 35. /f rhe 
Son therefore ſhall make you free, ye ſhall 
be free indeed, Rom. 10 4. For Chri{t 


1s the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs 


ta every one that believeth. When the 
elect ftnner flies for Refuge to the ſha3- 
dow of Chii{t's medijatorial S:tisfacti- 
07, from the terrifying ſer.tence of the 
Laws Malediction and Curſe, the Law 
ſounds a Retreat. It ceaſeth to purſue 
the finger, . or to threaten him ay, more 
with Damnation. As the Avenger of 
Blood was not to follow the Man: flyer 
into the City of Refuge, fo neither 
will the Law purſue wich Curſe and Ven- 
geance the believing ſinner, who hath . 
gotten under Chriſts ſhadow, 

Secondly, The bitter Agonies of a- 
wounded Conſcience when the Laws 
Terror reaches the Soul, and (like fire) 
drinks up the very Spirit of a poor {in- 
ner, fo that he knows not which to go, 
or what to do for Eaſe and Healing. 
Oh! who. but Chriſt's mediatorial ſha 
dow can ſhelter ſuch a wounded Sou! : 
It is marvellous to think what various | 
B 3 and I 


'(-16 ) 
and pitiful ſhifts the bewildered ſinner 
makes to ſhelter himſelf from this ſtorm, 
and to lick the Wound whole, which 
the killing Terrovr of the Law hath 
given the Soul and Conſcience within. 
The diſtreſſed ſinner lying bound in the 
Liws Priſon ; and ready ( every mo- 
ment) to ſink into final Deſperation 
nader the inſupportable burden of its 
own Guilt, according to that in Pro. 
18. 14. But a wounded Spirit who can 
bear, of this Job ſeems to complain 
moſt bitterly, Job 6.4. The Arrows of 
the Almighty are within me, the Poyſon 
mhereof drinketh np my Spirit, the Ter- 
rors of God do ſet themſelves in array 
Againſt me. He 1s filled with perplex- 
ing Thovghts, what he had beſt to do 
in this ſad and deplorable Condition. 
Do, and live, b:ing the Principal deri- 
ved from the firſt Adam, to the Trade 
of working he goes ; thinking, and ho- 
ping ( with his Father Adam) to hide 
and cover ( from the Eye of God?s All- 
ſeeing Knowledge) his ſpiritual Na- 
kedneſs and Deformity, with the Fig- 
leaves of bis own Performances. Some- 
what he muſt do, 1n order to help and 
fave himſelf, but how or where to be- 
gin, he finds himſelf at a loſs. Hence 
thoſe Queries, what ſhall we do? As 
2.37 
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(47 ) 
2.37. Mark 10. 17, As 16. 30. which 
plainly ſhews, that all Adams Chit- 
dren ( when awakened by the Terrd@rs 
of God's Laws) do ſeek for Life and 
Salvation in 3 way of Works, this is 
further contirn'd by Rem. 10. 3. 
For they being ionorant of God's Richte- 
ouſneſs, and going avout to eſtabiiſh therr 
own righteeuſneſs, have net ſubmitie. 
themſelues to the Righteonſne!s of Cod. 
One while the Sinner reſolves with 
himſelf he will amend his ſinful Courſ. ; 
and be ( for time to come) 2 better 
Man : He will (ay his Prayers, le will 
confeſs and break off his fins, be will 
forſake his vain Companions and finfal 
Paſtirnz; and the Church and lerving 
God he reſolves he will frequent, and 
conſtantly atrend. | 
He will now take on him a ſtrict 
Profeſſion, a Church Communicant he 
miſt be, to the Sacrament he goes, and 
from that to other Daties ; fuch as Faſt- 
ing, and Almfdeeds, and keeping up a 
ſtrict Watch over himſelf, in all his 
ways: Helis ( now) not the ſame Man 
he was before, he ten ( with the Phart- 
ſee) boaſt of his regative and | po- 
ſitive Righteouſneſs, Luke 18. 11. 12. 
And now he thinks and hopes the work 
is done, albeit he was neyer nearer Hell 
B- 4. and 


( 18 ) 
2-d eternal Ruin than by thefe atts of 


Morallity ( Negative and Poſlicive) he 
hath hrought himſ. If, He hath been 


( all this while ) bur ſcouring and ma- | 


king clean and bright the outſide of the 
Cup and Platter, not heeding or regard- 
2ng the Filth and Naftineſs which cleaves 
to the inſide, 

A charge of State he 1s a Stranger 
to; External Reformation he takes to 
be the Converſion which muſt fit him 
for Heayen ; tho? moſt certain it is, that 
no Reformation, but what flows froman 
effectual change of State, will evidence 


or prove aMan to be a real Convert. Such | 


an External Reformation inay qualife a 
Man for Church Communion, but ne- 
yer for Heayen: And it is to be fear- 
ed, that there 1s but vety little, even 
of this viſible Reformation in ſome 
Churches, who ſcem (at leaſt in their 
own, and other [njudicious Peoples Con- 
ceits) to be far purer and holier than 
their Neghbour Chu:ickes, who make 
not ſo mnch a Noiſe and Blunder as 
they th. mſelves do. 

There are ſome Churches ( fo cal- 
led ) who ( for want of Charity ) mo- 
nopolize a pure Church State to them- 
ſelves, as if Chriſt had no true Goſpel 
Church (in this day) befides them- 
ſelves; 


<Y xt BB PP wy . 0 OO  AalmMLGgg re mw eo © oidoa ao re a ae Ie I oe ooo nn 


.matizirg all but themſelves: Asif the 


( 19 ) 
ſelves ; whoſe Prezchers and Rulers ere 
of 10 impetyous a Spirit, as drives 
them to the very Precipice of Anathe- 


Doctrin of God?s Grace, and the Form 
of a true Goſpel-Church State were to 
be found no where but among them ; 
theſe ore like violent Storms and Show- 
ers which will not hold long, and (1in- 
decd ?cis pity. they ſhould. ' ANI ſhall 
further ſay of. ſuch, is the Lord rebuke 
their furious (and Beclam-like) Spi- 
rit, and give them to ſee, and (intime) 
to be convirced,, how far wide they, 
are from what they fancy they have. 
attair?d to, ( viz.) a Chiiſt-like Spt- 
rit, and a true Conformity to. the Pat-. 
tern of God*s Houſe, a thing ſo much 
boaſted of, and gloried in, and thet. 
without cauſe. The Word of God al- 
ſures us (up and down) that no. Works : 
(or Dutics) which ſinners are capable 
of performing, can poſſibly give Ezſe 
or Peace to that Conſcience, which the 
Law of God ( ſet, home by the Spi-. 
rit of Bondage ) hath wounded. Hepl> - 
ing and. Peace are to be found nowhere, . 
but under the. jhadow of Chriſt's Satis- . 
faction; there being. nothing ſhorr cf - 
what, ſatisfies Divine Juſtice ( for the 
violation of the Moral Law) which . 
B5 Can .; 
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can fatisfie and quiet the Conſcience of 
a wounded ſinner. Fob 5, 18. For he 
maketh ſore, and bindeth up ; he wound- 
eth, and his bands make whole. Mat. 11. 
28. Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt, 
A third Storm wherewith the ele&t 
meets; is, the hery Afſaults and Temp- 
tations of the Devil. They are calPd 
fiery from their ſad and dreadful Ef- 
feCts in the Soul and Conſcience of the 


Dcor Jiſtreſſed ſinner; they being ( to | 


*te Soul ) what Poyſon and Fire are to 
the Body. Epbeſe 6.16. Above all, ta- 
king the ſhield of Faith, whereby ye ſhall 
bz able to quench all the fiery Darts of 


tne wicked. The Darts ( here iniend- | 


ed ) are the Aſſaults and Temptations 
of the Devil, which are injected ( or 
caft ) into the Soul ſuddenly, and in- 
viſibly; as Darts are caſt or ſhot by an 
unſeen Enemy : which, when they find 
Entrance, they ( immediately ) inflame 
the Soul, as poyſon'd Darts or Arrows 
( hardened in Fire) Invenom or Poy- 
ſon the Body : Theſe Temptations. ( or 
ſztanical Inj:Rions ) are numberleſs, 
and of varivus ſorts; ſometimes to 
Freſumption, ſometimes to Deſparati- 
on, ſometimes to Atheiſm, ſometimes 
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to Blaſphemy, againſt the Majeſty of 
'God ; ſometimes to one Wickedneſs, 
and ſumetimes to another. Satan is a 
buſie Enemy, and a Reſtleſs Enemy ; 
always tempting, and that all Men, and 
to all manner of Folly and fin ; on which 
very Account, he 15 (by the Spirit of 
God, ſtiPd ( in the Greek ) 5 lealoy. 
The Tempter, who is always bufie at 
his Trade ; piercing to know wiat is 
in Men, that ſo he might ( according- 
ly ) ſuit his Baits to the Diſpoſition 
and Temper of Adams Children, whom 
he ſeeks to prey upon. Yea, ſo reſt- 
lefs and unwearied 1s he at his Trade 
of throwing ( or injecting) his fiery 
Darts into the Soul, that he will not 


'fooſe the time of Men's ſleeping. Sa- 


tan (in this caſe) is like an Enemy, 
that ſurprizes it the dead of the Night. 


when Perſons are ' bury?d in Sleep and 


Security : And as in Nature, no Alarm 
is fo amazing and frightful, as that 
which'1s given in the dead of the Night ; 
ſo (as Experience teacheih ) no. Temp- 
tation makes a {adder Hurricane in the 
Son], than the night Sallies, which he 
makes on the Soul, when the Perſon 6s 


buried in fleep. Now, in ſuch Storms 


as' theſe, what can poor tempteJ Sovlg 
Ed, were it not for the ſhzdew oi Chrifts 
: Cleanting 


is preferr*d above all the other Parts of 


( 22 ) 
Clearſing and Healing Virtue ? herein 
the Brazen Serpent (in the Wilder- 
nets) did eminently type wvut the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt his Virtue , to heal and 
cleanſe the Sting and Pollution given 
( and occaſion?d ) by the infernal Ser- 
pents ſtingivg temptations. 

No way poſlble for Help or Cure 
11 this Czſe, but flying ( by Faith and 
Prayzr) to the ſhadow of Chriſt's heal- 
ing and clear.fing Virtue. It is on this 
very Account, that the Grace of Faith 


the Chriſtians ſpiri:val Armor; in that 
it looks ( and flics) to Chriſt immedi- 
ateiy for Help : ad Cure. 


No ſooner hath the Devil caſt in his | 


Soul affrightniog Dart into the Soul of | 
a True Believer; but the Grace cf Faith 
(like an expert and expericnc?d Sol- 
dier, who whips up the Granado thrown 
in by the Encmy, and throws it back 
on th. Enemy 2gain) repels and throws 
beck the fiery poy.ſcn'd Darc injected by 
Satan | 

A {curth Storm wherewith the Ele 
ſoul mects; is, the Wrath of God fear- 
ed for ſig. Not that Gcd is inceed 
Wrath wih the EleCt ſinner as he 1s 
with the Reprobate, who hath =o ſhare 
CE pait. 1n his, Sons Redemption ; But. 


RY " 


*" 


Lo—= 4 Sp 4 ew A. ao. As ad: 3 Eos ee Es. Oo 


Salas 


* wy i By 


Py = © = MF Goo qy 


© 


CT = 


Satan 2nd, carnal Reaſon, do repreſent 


God as a; wrathful- Enemy, to, che fig- 


ner; this the poor ſinner fully;zconcludes 
tro be fo, and from hence he feels a 
miſerable Hurricane within himſelf, as 


If God were ( indeed) his Enemy, and 


deſign'd. to damn him fcr tranſgreſſing 
his Juſt and Righteous Law: Thar the 
elet ſinner (as Adams Child ). is born 


Heir of the Curſe, Partaker of a Nature 


23s pclluted and vile, as Hell (ir ſelf) 


can make it; and likewiſe obnoxious 


to the Wrath threatned for the breach 
of the Law, and that accorcing to do 
and live; fin and Gie; is, ard muſt: be 
granted. | | 

Buc that he ( being: EC, and choe 
ſen of God in Ch1iſt) is under the Curſe, 
aad 1n danger of being ſeiz'd by the 
Wrath of God; is na leſs than Blaſ- 
phemy to think, or ſay, and that for 
theſe Reaſcns following. 

Firſt, Becauſe of the Compact and 
Agreement between the Father and the 
Son, concerning the Elect. in Eternity, 
By virtue of which Agreement, the E- 


| k@are not only ſecnr?d from the Curſe 


of God's Law (by Chriſt their Vade- 
mony and Surety, being made a Curſe 
for them according to E/?. 53. 5. Gal. 
3.13.) But they, are alſo ſecur?d (in 
| Chrult 


dy. 
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Chriſt their Head, and covenanting 


Repreſentative) of eternal Life, accord- | 


ing to 2'Cor, 5.21, 6 Cor. 1430. 
Secondly, Becauſe of the Plenary and 
fall Payment (by way of Purchaſe and 
Redemption ) which Chriſt the EleQs 
Undertaker hath made to Gods Juſtice 
for then. ' » | 
' *Concerning which, I am not afraid: 
to affirm ;' that neither the ſtri& Law 
of God, nor yet his Juſtice, can de- 
mand more ( by way of Satisfaction for 
the fins of the Elect) than is to be 
found, in that one Oblation, which he 
offered to God, when he ('through the 
Eternal Spirit) offered himſelf with- 


out Spout to God, &c. Heb.,sg, 14. Heb, | 


{» ho M 


* Thitdly, Becauſe of the declared $a: | 


tisfaction of God the Father, with'tht 
his Sons Mediatorial Performarice, ac- 
cording to Eſa. 53.11. 12. Mat. 3.17. 
Fo. 16. 10. 

Fourtbly,. Becauſe 1t would bea charg- 
ins God the Father with 'Tnjuſtice, to 
hold or ſay, that he looks that the ſame 
Debt. ſhoutd be twice paid : Firſt, by 
Chrift his Son ( whom he himſelf choſe 
and anointed to this very Work of re- 
deeming his Elect Captives.) And ſe- 


condly, by the Ele& (Perſonally) thems« 
Ts | lelyes, 
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ſ:lves, ſucn a practiſe as this would þe 


hiſs'd at by graceleſs Moraliſts; and 


ſhall Man be more Juſt than God ? 
Fob 4. 17. 

Fifthly, Becauſe it would bean eyer- 
laſting Stain and RefleQion on the 
Name and Honour of the Lord 'Jeſus 
Chriſt, as if he had engag*d ina work 
which he proy'd not able to accom- 
pliſh, ( viz.) to redeem God?s Ele, 
and to ſecure them from the Curſe 
of God, in caſe the Ele& be ſtill under 
that Curſe and Wrath. 

The Point then which I conclude 
upon, 1s this, ( viz.) That God?s E- 
le are either ſecur?d from the Curſe 
of the Law, and deliver?d from the 
Wrath of God ; or elſe, there muſt be 
ſome defe& in the Juſtice of God, or 
in the Mediatortal Satisfetion of the 
Son of God ( the Elects Surety ) biit 
there is ( there can be) no Deſe& in 


| the Juſtice of God, nor yet in the Me- 


diatorial Satisfaction of the Son of God 
the Els Surety. oo . 
Therefore, the Elect of God are {& 
cord from the Courſe of the Law; and 
deliver'd from the Wrath of God.'Roze. 
8. 23. Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's EleiF, it is Goc. that 
juſtificth. Gal. 3. 13 Chriſt hath redeems 
| | ed 


(26 ) 
ed ni from the Curſe of the Law, beimy 
made. a Curſe. for w. 1 Thelſ. 1. 10; | 
Even, Feſus,who hath delivered w from the| |. 
wrath to come. From what hath been 
ſaid, It will neceſſarily follow ; that the 
Scorm and Hurricane occaſion'd by the 
fcar of the Wrath of God in the Soul 
of an Ele& ſinner) is rather from the 
ſenience of the Law, not rightly un- 
derſtood, than from any actual Exe- 
cution of the Curſe, and Wrath of God 
upon him for ſin. 

Whztever Thoughts or Apprehenſi- 
ons the Elect ſinner hath,concernirg the 
Wrath. of God, which raiſeth ſuch a 
terrifying ſtorm in the Conſcience, 
this. is an undcubted Truth ; that no-| 
thing but flying to the Shadow of Chriſts 
Melatorial Satisfaction, can allay that 
ſtarm, and give the troubled Soul in- 
ward Comfort, Jeb 33. Then he « gra 
Cious unto him, and ſaith deliver him, &c, 
Heb. 6. 18, Who bave fled for refuge to 
the hope ſet b fore them, &C. 

A fifth ſtorm, wherewith the Elect] 
fiqner will frequently meet in the World, 
is, the ſcorching Heat of Tribulations, 
and outward Perſecutions : of this our}; 
Lord (himſelf) hath had large Expe- 
rience ( none more) and of this he 
hath forewain'd all bis following no 

ers, 


| the Kingdom of Heaven. 


TL 


hers, who are to follow him in the 


Li Regeneration, In the World ye fhall h..vs 
'| Tribulation, &c. Mat.10.22. And ye ſhall 


be hated of all men, for my Names ſake, 
&c. 2 Tim. 3. 12. Yea, and all thas 
will live godly in Chriſt Jeſw, ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution. | 

; This was the Path whercin the (now) 
Triumphing Martyrs follow'd the Cap- 
tain of their Salvation, who was made 
perfect through ſuffering, _ Heb. 2. 10. 
Theſe kind of ſtorms are very uneaſie 
and frightful: yet they muſt be gone tho- 
row by thoſe, who follow the Lamb to 
It is here, 
25 it is with thoſe Merchants, who co- 
vet to partake of the Riches in the 
Indies : They muſt expect to meet, 
' not only with con rary Winds, but with 
fearful ſtorms, and dreadful Hurricanes 
too, before they can come to poſſeſs 
the deſired Riches of that Country : 
And of all ſtorms, the Hurricane 1s moſt 
frigntful and dangerous, the fame 
being occaſion'd by a meeting of all 


"[the four Winds ( together ) oppoſing 


each the other, with all their ſtrength. 
When but one of the W inds blow, tho" 
It blow not only freſh, but boiſterovſly z 
yet if the Ship hath but Sea-room e- 
nough, ſhe will weather the Point 3 


yea 
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yea, albeit the Wind chop about fromMen 
one point to another. $0, 
But when all the four Winds blowfſenc 
intheir full ſtrength together, the Shigſno» 
knows not which way to ſteer her courſe pt t 
All ſhe can do, 1s tocommit her ſelf toſjatte 
the Mercy of the reſtleſs Sea ; which} A 
( like a Gulph) is ready ( with'o-ſpon' 
pen Mouth to ſwallow her up. WhenpVor: 
ir comes to this, the Mariners hope'offual 
eſcaping with their Lives, is .at a veryÞer 
low Ebb, if any Hope ( at all ) be lefipre « 
them. And ſurely, Cid not the over-| F 
fuling Providence of Heaven watch &PÞP0 
ver poor Mortals, in ſuch HurticanesPÞ" 1 
the great Deep muſt be their Tomb. Pay 
- As there 'afe naiural Storitis: ( whiclÞt 1 
atteiid the Childten of 444m, threat-£ur 
ning the Life and Comforts of theitfleb 
Body ) ſo there are ſpiritual Storms 8d 
which ( as deſigi?d and manag?d by thepure 
Devil) ſtrike at, and threaten the veryþ44 
Life and Comfort of the Son!. As theþore' 
former of theſe, ſo alſo the latter ;Þev. 
they admit of degrees, ſome Souls (az| Se 
well as ſome Bodies) they meet wirhpd « 
(and paſs thorow) far greater and ſhar-it E 
pet ſtorms than others  ' | þtd 
And as the common Care and Pro-pnd 
vidence of God, is to be ſeen and ac-Pev 
knowledg'd in preſerving the Bodies ofPev 
Men, 


| ( 29 ) 
 fromMen, from periſhing by the former. 
$0, his ſpecial Care and ſaving Provi- 
blowſence is to be ſeen, and thankfully ac- 
> Shigknowledg*d , in preſerving the Souls 
ourſepf the Elect, from periſhing by the 
elf tofſatter. 
which] And as the ſtorms at Sea are occa- 
th* o-fffon*'d by the four Winds, Eaſt, Weſt, 
WV hen{North and South Winds; ſo the ſpiri- 
5 pe'offual Storms which threaten and endan- 
 veryper the Soul they proceed from, and 
e lefepre occaſioned by a fourfold Party. 
over-| Firft, The D:vil, (who ever fince his 
ich ofpoltacy ) is become an implacable ahd 
-anesÞn irreconcileable Enemy ; as to the 
b. | Majeſty of God, ſo alſo ro the Souls 
vhickÞf Men; who hath ( on this very Ac+ 
reat-fount ) the names given him ( both 19 
theifflebrew and in Greek ) which fignifte 
rms ;Þ8d import the ſame Thing with his Na- 
y thepure, (viz. ) D-ſtrayer. So-the Names of 
 veryþaddon (inHebrew) and Apollyon (in 
s thebreek) ſignine, as the Learned know, 
tter ;Pev. 9. 1, | 
s (az] Secondly, che World (I mean the wick- 
withpd of the World ) which 1s not ohly 
ſhar-ht Enmity with God, but a real Hater 
 * hd Perſecutor of all that love God, 
Pro-fnd bear his Bleſſed Image : Theſe the 
{ ac-Pevil makes uſe of in his ſervice. The 
es ofPevil makes uſe of theſe (in his Ser- 
Men, vice ) 
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vice) as they are his Children, ang.:., 
Servants, Jo. 8.44. Te are of your Fi ® 
eber the Devil, and the Lufts of your Fa. 
ther ye will do, Gal. 4.29. But as thi i 
bs that was born after the fleſh, perſ be, 
cated bim that was torn after the Spiri ki 
even ſo it u now, W 
Thirdly, Corrupt Nature, which Us 
the worſt Enemy a Man hath, and whid| 
is that which gives the Devil the great, 
elt Advantage ( againſt a Man's ſelf} 
of any thing in the World: This Cot 
ruption of Nature lies ia two thingf.-. 
Firſt, The ſad and wretched Averfidſ, 
of the H.art to God, and all thing, 
ſpiritually good. Secondly, The Devil, - 
like Propenfity of the Heart and Soul Co 
to what is hatcful to God, and re 
ally DeſtruQtive to the Man's own fel yy 
Were it not for this Corruption q,._ 
Nature, the Devil and his other Ani 
liary Forces could do nothing, whid 
would prove of any Avail, to Ruin 
undo a Soul; but herein lies his gre... 
Advantage that he hath within a Man! 
ſelf, a Party or a Principle which (i ary 
the Spirit and Grace of God prevelſ; 
not ) he can ( by his ſerpentine Craft : 
and Lyon-like Fury ) ſtir up, and dran|, 
forth to ſuch a degree, as will cauk: 
the Man to cry out and fay ; toat his 
worl 
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yorſt and moſt deſtrutive Enemy is 
«, = pichin himſelf ; and that were it not 
vr **4for that, he need not value or fear all 
RY "4h Storms and overwhelming Hurri- 
4 nes, which all the Legions of Apo- 
, 210 ite Angels in Hel}, and all the Pol- 
PP ifick and Mallicious Perſecutors in the 
IWorld; could poſlithly deviſe or raiſe a- 
painſt him. Were it not for the Tin- 
fer of Heart Corrupiion, the Devil 
Fould ſoon grow weary of throwing 
7 C tinto: the Soul the poyſonous Sparks of 
pr Mis Infernal Temptations. - The Prince 
'. Fobf this world cometh ( faith Chriſt ) and 
1: Jhath nothing in me, Fo. 14.30, NolIm- 
Tl morality (in Practiſe) whereof to ac- 
4 Soul cuſe him; neicher any Pollution ( or 
Corruption) in the aſſumed Nature; 
_ which his Temptations could poſ- 
tion dy catch hold, and herein lay ChriſÞs- . 
es. and the Elects Advantage. For had 
whid the Tempter found the leaſt matter in. 
es JChriſt, on which his Temptations could 
: ©eg|aſten, the Elect (for whom Chriſt un- 
Mi anertook as Vademony and Surety , 
ich {| would have been over and over miſe- 
orevel nble and wretched, to endleſs Eter- 
nity. 
_ The fourth Party who hath a Hand 
Il caſt thoſe Storms wherewith El ſinners 
co do meet in this Life; is, God himſelf, 


= orſ who 


hich 
4 whic 
2 grea 


's ſelf 


3nd re 


ff ag —— 


2 


who (by the Methods his wiſe Proy 
dence takes with the Ele&) ſeems (t]N 
outward appearance) to deſign theiſl? 
uiter Ruin, This the Devil ( frequently 
ſuggeſts to the Soul ; and this the pod?) 
bewildred ſinner is ( eaſily ) perſwadeÞN 
to credit, And when matters come tc 
this paſs, that when the Poor ſinner jÞ 
ſurrounded with perplexing Trials of®* 
all hands ; the Billows and Waves of 
all kind of Temptations being read 
even to cover his Head, and ſ{walloyf0l 
him up : He concludes, that God himP* 
ſelf is his Enemy, it muſt needs be ye led 
ry diſmal with the poor ſinner in ſuch F#3 
Condition, Up 
There are four things ( eſpecially i*®: 
reſpec whereof, the poor ſinner ma? 
be ſaid to be in a Storm, ineach of whic||AN 
the four Parties (above mentiond) maſ®: 
have a hand. | W 
Firſt, Extream Poverty and outwar! ſelf 
Streights, which is a very ſore Trialſ{u 
and a Burden ſo heavy ( eſpecially tar 
thoſe who have ſometimes enjoy\[/# 
Plenty, and Fulneſs) that many hav 
ſunk under its Weight ; ſome hangingſ#- 
themſelves, ſome drowning themſelves fd 
and others cutting their own Throats;|{*l 
not able to bear the Reproach of out-| 1 


ward Poverty. Vile) 
Se- 


Prov]. Secondly, Black Reproach upon the 
ns ( t|Name and Reputation, this is a Storm 
1 thejſbarder to go through, than moſt Men 
tentlyſ{bink, till rhey come to be try'd there- 
1e pod) Ok! how doth the Spirit that is 
ſwadelin 4d4am”s Children, luſt to Envy, and 
ome tRevenge, when they meet with Afronts 
nner j[18 their good Name and Reputation? To 
ials ofÞe MiſcalPd and miſrepreſented among 
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Men; to be accounted not fir ( or wor- 


readitby ) to live among Men : Proud Na- 
wallogfure cries out, Fleſh and Blood cannot 
d himfbear it; What! to be ſo and fo abu- 


be ve 


ſuch{ 
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ſed, to have my good Name taken a- 
way, I'll die before Pl}-pocket ( or put 
vp) ſuch an Afﬀeont, ſuch an Abuſe : Ej- 
ther Arreſt the Perſon in an Aftion of 
Slander, or Peg him to the Wall. 
And in caſe any peaceable Friend diſ- 
ſnade from ſuch revengeful Practices ; 
What's the Reply ? What! unman my 
ſelf? be accounted a Coward? to be 
augh*d at by every body? this is the 
Language -of the firſt Adams Nature- 
Ja. 4.1.5. But where the work of Reno- 
vation hath pat on a ſmner, his Note us 


changed ; His unman my ſelf is turn- 


anging}*94/7 
ſelves,|©d into undog my ſelf, undevil my 
roats;|{lt. 

F out-| Let but the Experience of the moſt 


Se- 


nortihed Believer, be calPd in to ſpeak 
Lo 


= 5 a "I _ , 


"PP 
to the Point; and it will be readily 
acknowledged, that Reproach and SlanÞ{ 
ders on the Name and Reputation, arg 1 
not eaſily gone through, it is a ſharyl 1 
and a trying Storm. Repro:ch and Con] C 
tempt from Men ( eſpecially from Ing 
feriours) was a part of Fobs Tri t 
als, 'Fob 30.1. And had he not been 
Bleſt wich ſuch an extraordinary ſtock] 11 
of Patience, he could never have born b 
It as he did. Reproach hath broken mine} Þ 
heart ( ſaid Holy David) Pſal. 69. 20f al 
And others had Trials of cruel Mock L 
ings, &c. Heb. 11, 36. © b- 
Thirdly, To be ſmitten in the Body t 
with Sickneſs and waſting Diſtempers © 
when the ſad Symptoms of Death and} @ 
Mortality invade languiſhing Nature: w] 
This goes cloſe to the very Root, it] 
being a ſtroke at the very Being of|(3 
Nature, threatning its Diſſulution ; this] 90 
is a ſtorm which will cauſe the Face off M« 
the ſtrongeſt and ſton:eſt of Adam? 
Children to gather Palencſs, and willj 
put the Sons of Men into ſorer Frights,| T! 
than any of the former Storms, which|Po 
were ſo uneaſie when Death ( chat|for 
all-conquering King of Terrours) looks|av 
the dying Man full in the Face; it 1s boy 
2 difficulc thing to go through the Pangs his 
and Agonies of adying Hour. | 
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. Fourtbly, Soul Defertion. -When the 
\Clouds from above interpoſe between 
the ſenſible Manifeſtations. of God's 
Love and Favour , and the benighted 
deſerted Soul : When the Waves and 
| Billows ( from God ) are commiſſioned 
to paſs over the poor Soul, as if its 
utter Ruin were deſign'd by God. This 
is a Storm indeed, and the hardeſt to 
be wreſtled wich, by the Man who hath 
been frequently viſited with the ſweet 
and Soul-raviſhing Embraces of God's 
Love, 

Either of theſe four Particulars, ( if 
1t be ſharp on a poor Man) it may be 
'compar?d to a ſharp Storm at Sea ; 0c- 
calion?d by either of the four Winds, 
which may ſega Man hard to'ir. 
- But when all four come on a Man 
(at once) then the Soul is made to 
underſtand what a ſpiritual Hurricane 
means. | x 

A Man may looſe his All in this 
World, his Subſfance may be loſt, his 
Trade may fail, he may come to be as 
poor as Fob; and yet ( being in Eſteem 
for his Goodneſs and Honeſty, he may 
have Truſt and Credit among his Neigh- 
bours ; and ſo may (in time) recover 
bis Loſſes, 


i 


- 


-( having of. his:owt! wherewithito fub- 


£ Z "3C | 
- If a 'Man. may beclouded (as to: his 
'Name and. Credit) among Men, andytt 


Jiſt in che-fight. and midſt of bis: Tra-| 
UYucers ad Reproachers ) he may make 
a pretty good . ſhift to weather thel 
poLnt. T0” 6 | 
A Man may berextream poor, he way} 
be blacken'd 'with Reptoach, he may | 
be viſited, with ' bodily ſickneſs; yet : 
having ſenſible Communion with God, | 
none of theſe ſingte ſtorms can over:| | 
ſet him ; becauſe, -the diſcerned Smilaf \ 

a 

E 


'of God's reconciled Face, ſupplies all 


the other wants. .-:' £74 ot 2 3 
But for the ſame Perſon.to 'be ſtript] 


of all viſible Subſtance, and to becomef x 


a Proverb of reproach among all forts] þ, 


Cas well Friends as Enemies.) 60 be| 


ſmitten in'his Health, and: ro feelhim 


FflIf under the:actual Arreſt of Death 4 


And at the fame time, for God tf p, 
ſeem to ivrite bitter things againſt himy ,, 


and tocarry it towards the. Poor Soul] 5; 


as if he were become the Man's Enef j, 
my, if there .be a ſpiritual Alurricany w; 
( this ſide Hell ) this 1s one. 10 fs 

All theſe bitter Ingredients niet t0/ gh, 
gether in that fad Hurzicane, whici ch, 
the Devil was permitted to raiſe againll xg 


Fob, His Subſtance ſwept all away gf 
and 


"TBI 
and he left as empty handed, as when 
he came into the World. . He was caſt 
our of the kind, and charitable Thoughts 
of all ( as well his Friends and neareſt 
Relations) as Enemies and Strangers , 
and the God of his Life and Comfort 
too, did ſet himſelf in Battel Array 
againſt him. Oh! what a Elurricane 
was this' Holy, Upright hearted Man 
in, it muſt needs. be very ſore and 
ſharp, when ſuch a Mirrour of Patience 


'} lets fly ſuch Expreſſions, as to Curſe the 


yery day of his own Birth. Fob 3. 1, 2,3. 
and to wiſh himſelf to be ameer Non- _ 


- if Entity. ver. 16. with other Expreſſions 
IF full of unbecoming Reflections on that 


fiet to 
whucl 


again 


Juſt, Holy and Tremendous God, whom 
he lov?d and fear*d above all things. It 
were worth while, if thoſe deluded and 
ztaceleſs Perfectioniſts, who talk fo 
boaſtingly and ignorantly of a finlefs 
Perfeftion; had power to conſider(with= 
out prejudice)how far Jeb was from that 


| finleſs Perfection, they teach and affirm 


is attainable in this Life ; and for Proof 
whereof they bring in Fob for one In- 
ſtance: Aflerting, that he was perfect in 
their Senſe, let Job's great Impatience (in 
the time of his ſore and ſinking Trials ) 
together with his own Acknowledgment 


awill of his ImperfeQion (in Santification ) 


an 


ZI be 


"0 
'be weighd in the Ballance of an un- 
by:Ned and unprejudicateConſideration, 
znd then will ir ( convincingly ) appear, 
how vain, and altogether contrary to 
God's Truth, and the Experience of 
ail true Believers, that filly Opinion of 
theirs 1s. 
- If 1 juſtifie my ſelf, mine own Mouth 
ſhall condemn me : If I ſay Iam per: 
fect, it ſhall (alſo) prove me perverſe, 
Fob 9.20. If 1 waſh my ſelf with Snow 
water, and make my hands never ſo clean, 
yet ſhalt thou plunge me in the Ditch 
and mine own Cloaths ſhall abhor mel 
ver. 30, 31. Holy David was ſome- 
what near to Fob, in point of Troy- 
bles and Afflitions, as appears by P/al, 
4.2.7. Deep calleth unto deep, at the noiſt 
of thy water-ſpouts, all thy Wayes and 
thy Billows have gone over me, And in 
Pſal. 142. 4+ T looked on my right hand, 
and beheld; but there was no man that 
would know -me , refuge failed me, m 
man cared for my Soul. Other Inſtan- 
ces might be (here) brought in, to ſhew 
what Hurricanes the Saints of i God have} 
gone through, and yet it hath not been 
in the power of thoſe Hurricanes to 
overſet, or overcome thoſe Seryants of 
the Living God. The higher and ſhar- 
per the ſtorms were, the cloſer m 
dl 
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did cling to its Ovj-&; witneſs Job's 
fixed Reſolution. Though he ſlay me, 
Jet will [truft in him, Job 13. 15. That 
of David alſo is to the purpofe z Yea; 
though J walk through the valley of the - 
ſhadow of death, yet will 1 fear no evil, 


Pſal. 23. 4, 


Theſe, and all rhe moſt Eminent S2ints 
of God (Recorded in Scripture) when- 
ever they felt any thing of a ſtorm 
8pproach them , their way they took 
for ſcIf Preſervation, was to run (by 
Faith and Prayer) to the ſhadow of 
Chriſt. A&and as they, ſo every true 
( and uprighted-hearted ) Believer., 
when he finds himſelf ſtript of all ovt- 
ward Accommodations, forſaken of all 
Relations, and familiar Friends; mace 
an Obloquy of the blackeſt Reproach, 
compaſlt aboutwith the ſhadow of Death, 
and the Face of God ( himſelf) ſeem- 
ing. to Frown on the dying Believer ; 
yet,' in the very height of his Extre- 
mity, his Faith will catch hold of the 
Appletree, and there will hold, come 
Life, come yYeath. Oh! the Excelien- 
cy and Power of a Divine Faith. 

To apply what hath been diſcover*, 
concerning Chriſt's Sultzbleneſs and 
Commodiouſneſs to anſwer the neceſli- 
tous Condition of poor ſinners from 

C43 this 


( 40 ) 
this Metaphor of the Appletree; fet 
the firſt Uſe be of Information, I wilt 
Branch it forth into fix particular 


Branches. | 
Branch the firff, Learn hence how 


facritlegions and wicked the Doctrin of 


Popery 1s, which zllows and tezches, | 


that there are more Mediators between 
God and Sinners, beſides Jeſus Chriſt ; 
che continual uſe Papiſts .make of the 
Virgin Mary and other Saints ( 1n their 


Praying to God ) is an evident proof 


hereof. They that doubt hereof, let 
them ( for their own SatisfaRion ) look 
into the Roſary ( or Ladies - 
which is the poor beſotted Papiſts Yade 
rem, The which, whoever reads 
( comparing the ſame with the Word 
of God ) will ſoon be convinc*d of the 
Jdolatry of the Church of Rome. 
The Spirit and Word-of: God aſſures 
us, that there is but- one (onely) Me- 
diator between God and {inful Mens 
and that the Man Chriſt Jeſus is that 
Mediator, For there # one God, and ons 
HMedjator between God and Men, the 
Aſian Chriſt Jeſta,' 1 Tim. 2, 5. But 
nw hatch he obtained a more excellent 
Atniftry, by how much ( alſo ) -he w the 
Mediator of a better Covenant , which 
rus Eſtabliſhed upon better Premi ſes. Heb. 


8. 6, 
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(.42:) 
8:6. And: to. Feſua the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, Heb. 12 24. | 

To convince you of this ſacrilegious 
and damning Doctrio,lI offer three things 
to Jerioys Coſideration. Fir, 

:1he Wore of God no. where gives 
that: honourable Title of Mediator to 


| any bur. the Son: of: God. 


' Secondly, None was" ever. fonnd by 
the Wiſdomi:of God; who was capa-: 
ble of fuch an high Office, and that for 
two Reaſons. 

- Firf#,” Becauſe the Mediator who 
myſt [come in'between God and ſinners, 
muſt be God, as well as Man. Now 
it 18 moſt certain, that neither the Vir- 
gin . Adary,: nor any other of the Saints 
(of whom Papiſts make uſe as Mediators) 
are God. 

' Seeondly, Becauſe none of the Crea- 
tazes. (to be Redeem'd ) were able to 
encounter with the Death and Miſeries, 
thretylwhich the Mediator was to go, 
in-making up the Breach between God 
and the Ele. Neither Virgin ary, 
nor any other Saint ſhed their Blcod 
on 'tf}e Account of Rinſoming ſinners. 
F has trodden '-the ' wine preſs ( a- 
lone”) and of -the-people, there nas none 
with ane, Efa. 63.3. And I looked; and 
there was none to hel p; and. [ wonared 
C 4 that 


Cam); 


rhat there Was noue to uphold; therefore, 
mine own Arm brought Salvation unto me, 
and my fury it upheld mever.5. IsChri$t di- 
vided ? was. Peul Crucified. far: you, &c-: 


1 Cor. 1.13. This Work of bearing ſin (as 
4 Surety for ſinners) was ſo: (unconcei- 
veably)great,that[zm very bold in affic= 


ming,that had the Virgin ary (that Ca-. 


pital Idol of the Romiſh Synagogue with 


2ll- the other Saints, whom: the Papiſts: 
joyn with her z as Coadjutors (or fellow! 


Helpers ) to make her Mediation, and: 
Interceſſion (in Heaven ) the more ſuc- 


ceſsful, joyn*d with her, in lying under. 


the weight of the fins of God's Elect : 


| It would have ſunk! her, and them to, 
into the nethermoſt Hell; yea, and all 
the Angels of Heaven, had they been un- 


der that Load. 
It never (yet) belonged to any to 
be a Mediator of Interccſlion, bur to: 


him that was a Mediator of Redemp-: 
Theſe? two conſtitutive Parts of; | 


tion. 
a compleat Mediator, muſt never. be. 
parted, they are both in Chri$t, and im 
none other in Heaven or Earth, Eſa. 53. 
12. with the Scriptures already Qno- 
ted. To which, I add a third Rea- 
fon, (viz. Becauſe neither Virgin 
Aary, nor any other Saints or Angels, 
were ever nominated or appointed to 


that 


Q ,£ u, oo wy et ty 
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that High and moſt Sacred Office by 
God the Father. This 1s ChriſPs Right 
( excluding all others) and that by the 
Priviledge of his Birth. 7 will declare 
the Decree, the Lord hath ſaid unto me, 
thou art my Son, this day have ] Be- 


gotten thee. Ark, of me, and I] will give 


thee, &c. Pſal. 2. 7, 8. to this great 
Office he was Anointed, and ſet apart 
by the declared Will and ſacred Oath - 
of him who cannot le or change. 
Lord hath ſworn, and will net repent ; thou - 
art a Prie1 forever after the Order of Mel- 
chizedech, Pſal. 110. 4. Neither of 
theſe things can be ſaid of the Virgin 


Mary, or any (meer ) Creature with- 


out horrid Lying, and Blaſphemy againſt - 
the. Glorious and ever Bleſſed Trini. 
Ws: 0 
Branch the ſecond, Learn hence how 
near akin to Popery ſuch be, who (net- - 
withſtanding they declare againſt Pope- 
ry) lay the fireſs of their Hope of ob- 
taining any Mercy, on their own 
( worſe than -Threadbare ) Performan 
ces. ; | 
Such Perſons ſacrifice to their own drag, 
Hab. 1.16. Their own deep Humilia- 
tions,. their Prayers, their Faltings, 
their Almſdeeeds ; ſomething of theirs 
own Qual ifications .muſt claim the. Ho- 
| | G4 r.OUC 


The it! þ 


( 44) 
nor of procuring the favor and kindneſs 
God ſh2ws them ; or at leaſt be brought 
in ( collaterally ) wi:h ChriſtPs Merits, 
as the procuring Cauſe of the Mercy 
they receive. How do theſe kind of 
Prof. ſſors extol and and advance the 
Honour and Dignity of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Theſe, inſtead of running to ſhelter 
themſelves under the ſhadow of this 


Appletree. (viz.) Fhe Righteouſneſs| 


and Satisfaction of Chriſt. They run 
Lo- the falſe covering of their own Qua- 
lifications ;. aſcribing their ſucceſs unto 
them; not to Chriſt. How little dif- 
fering from dowaright Papiſts are theſe? 
ES. 30. b» | 
Oh ! how hard a thing is ſelf-denial ? 
for a Man to do duty, and not totruſtto 
it. Fora Chriſtian to. be all in.Chriſf, 
and nothing in himſelf, in the point 
of Merit and Truſt, to obtain the good 


he wants. - | 


Theſe areas. great ſtrangers to the 
Grace of the Goſpel, and will ( in the 
end) be found as far from. the King- 
dom: of Heaven, as thoſe Papifſts from 
whom they. think they ſeparate; be- 
ing no better than thoſe fooliſh Virgins 
in Mat. 25. who Gfor want of the Oyl 
of. Grace ia their Hearts): were ſhut ont 
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of Heaven. He that is a Chriſtian (in-. 
Truth) as he devolves the whole con- 
.cerns of his Life and Salvation, on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ro be fſ. cured by 
'him ( alone) and in his own way; ſo 
he aſcribes the Praiſe of every Bleſling 
he receives for Soul and Body, to Chrilt 
the Son of God ( nat excluding God 
(the Father and the Holy Ghoſt) ſuch a 
Soul knows it, to be high Sacriledge 
to aſcribe any part of the Praiſe of his 
Salvation to any but God. Mot unto 
wu O. Lord, nat unto HS , but unto thy. 
Name give Glory, for thy Mercy, ani 
for thy Truths ſake, Pſal. 115. 1. For 
my Namey ſake will I defer mine A.ger, 
and for my Praiſewill I refrain for thee, 
that [ cat thee not off,, Eſa. 48.9. Net 
for your ſakes doo I tbis.ſaith the LordGot, 
be it knawn aunt you, be aſhamed and 
confounded for your own ways, , O houſe 
of Iſrael, Ezek. 36. 32. To which 1 
will only add, that of our Saviour. 
So lrhewiſe ye , when ye have done all. 
theſe things which are commanaed you 
fay, we are unprofitable ſervants, we have. 
done that which was our duty to do, Luke 
12. 10. In the Scriptnces (now Qu2%- 
ted ( it is moſt plain, and conſpicuous. 
to any who are not eicher judicially or 
wiifully blind, that ail occaſion is taken 
| 2ay 
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away from ſaved ſinners, of ever boaſt- 
ing of any worth or goodneſs of 'their 
own in the ſight of a Holy God. Ephef. 
2 


little Cauſe or Reaſon any true ' Be- | 
lievers have to be diſmay?d or diſccu- 
raged at any Difficulties, which lies in 
their way of Duty to God. 

He who fits ( by Faith and humble 
Dependence ) under the ſhadow of this 
Almighty Redeemer, and All-ſufficienc 
Saviour ; needs not fear, tho? all the 
World were up in Arms againſt him : 
For moſt certain it is, (the Word of 
God and rooted Experience ) aſſures 
me of it, that Chriſt will either blaſt 
and confound all the crafcy Pollicy and 
Strength of the Believers Enemies, 
that they ſhall not be able to touch 
him ( fo as to ſpoil him) or elſe, he 
will endue the Believer with an Heroick 
Spirit of Fortitude, and heavenly Cou- | 
'Fage; whereby he ſhall be enabled to 
ſuffer patiently and conftantly for the 
Cauſe of God, which is unſpeakably 
betier, and (every way ) more eligible 
to that Believer ; who would give an 
Evidence of his Faith in, and his Love 
to the Perlon, and Cauſe of his Be- 
laved ]c{us. 7, even F am he that com- 


« Y. 
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forteth you,who art thou, that thou ſhouldeſt 
be: afraid of a 'mnan that ſhall die; and 
the Sen of man that [ball be made as the 
graſs? Eſa.51.12. Fear not, for ] have 


| Redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
| thy Name , thou art mine; when thou 


paſſe through the waters, I will be with 
thee, and through the Rivers, they ſhall 
not overflow thee : when thou walke# 
through the fire, theu ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, 
E433; 3:5 
. Branch 4th, Learn hence the Reaſon 
why the moſt potent and fſubril Ad= 
verſaries of true Believers ,. are not 
able to prevail zgainſt them, to ruin 
them, Every ſound Believer who fits 
under the ſhadow of Chriſt, they are 
builr upon that Rock, which can net- 
ther be mov'd by the blaſt of the 
moſt raging Perfecutors Threats and 
Accuſations 3: nor yet plerced by the 
moſt poyſoned Arrows, their Envy 
and Malice can fhoot at the Belie- 

Ver. | | 
The ſtorms may blow, and the Wa- 
ters ( of all kind of Afﬀictions ) may 
flow at ſuch a boiſterous rate, as may 
cauſe all Beholders ( yea, the Believer 
himſelf) to think and conclude, that 
God is become his Enemy, and = 
| "" 


(48 
his utter Qverthrow is defign'd by God ; 
and. yet the Believer ſhall bz ſafe, and 
come off Vidor, and Conquerour. at 
' A right ( ſonnd hearted) Believer, 
when ſurrounded with the Billows and 
Waves of the moſt. amazing © Fribulax 
'Lions,: he . may be likened to Noabs Ark, 
tho? .he may be hedgd in wich Afici- 
ons, .\as the Ark was with Water, both 
fram below, and from above ( at the 
ſame time) yet ſhall he be kept from 
faking » 8s the Ark was. Mark the 
Ferfelt man, and behold the upright, fot 
the end of. that man is peace, Plal. 37. 
37-: Of che troe Believers it is ſaid, 
He that toucheth you, toucheth the Ap- 
ple of hs (namely Gods) Eye, Zach, 
2.::% 


And. upon this Rock will I build my 
Eburch, and the gates of: Hell ſhall not 
prevail again#t it, Mat. 16, 18, - - 
Uſe 24. of E xhrtarion, On ! thar all 
who hear or. read this, would he per- 
fwaded to acquaint themſelves with this 
Appletrees ſhadow, fo as to haſten'un- 
der:it; before thoſe impending fborms 
( which threaten all nunregenerate fin- 
ners ' with Curſe and eternal Death: 
And thoſe depopulating. Jadgments of 
God, which threaten to. lay Englands 


Pride. | 


yh, 
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Pride and Wickedneſs in the duſt of 
Contempt). break out, and ſweep all 


the Contemners of Chriſt and his Goſ- 
pel, before them. EE, 


For Motives hereto, conlider (with 
greateſt Seriouſneſs) theſe ſix Motives 


following. - 


Motive the fir #, All who are not 
found ſitting under the ſhadow of this 
Appletree, they are open to all thoſe 
amazing and deſtroying Storms, which: 
hang over the heads of God provoking. 
and Chriſt deſpibngfinners. Water 
..» Oh! Sinner, Sinner ! thou:-who goeſt 
to Church, and-who comeſt to the Meet- 
ings of God?s People, and fayeſt thy 
Prayers, making a great ſhew in the: 
Profeſſion: of the Proteſtant Religion ; 
-what will come of thee, if thou be 
foundſittingunder the ſhadow of thyown 
Righteouſneſs, when the ftorm comes? 
Take this warning from a deſpiſed Diſ. 
penſerof God*s Holy Word, who(through 
tpecial Grace) can ſay, he would: not 
take the Glory and tbe Riches of Hypo- 
critical England, to tell thee a Lie'in 
this greateſt of Concerns: Neither thy 
running to the Church, nor thy haſten- 
ing to thy ſolemn Faſo; in the Meet- 
ings, thy gilded Prayer Book, or thy, 


by 
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by ſtrength of thy natural Parts, and 
utter*'d with never ſo much Zeal and cc 
melting AifeGions, will keep thee from | P! 
the dreadful Storms of God”s Judg- |! 
ments when they come ; nothing ſhort | He 
of Chriſts ſhadow will ſecure thee, to | >! 
hide and fhelter thee from the over. [Pez 
flowing Scourge when it comes, E/a, |*") 
728% 19. Ma 
Sic Motive ( 24.) Confider how bleſled | 20d 
and happy the true Believer is ( aboye [60 
all other ) let what ſtorm God pleaſeth |®lc 
come, and come It as ſoon as God plea- 
ſes, by day or by night ; when the Be- 
liever- is cither aſleep or awake : He is|' 
ſecure, the ſhadow of this Appletree, 
overſpreads and covers him ſo, as the tell. 
ſtorms which ruins others, can do hin of t 
no harm. He that awelleth in the ſecret Men 
'place; of the moſt high, (hall abide under Maſt 
the ſhadow of the Almighty, Pſal.91. 1. ther, 
And as the true Believer hath a ſha- lollo! 
dow to proteft him from the moſt yi-Þ!00 
olent ſtorms which can poſſibly come Hon 
on a ſinful Nation : ſo he hath an An-FMme 
chor hold in Heaven, which will keepf** 
him ſteady and faithful ro Chriſt, andF®MP 
his Goſpel z when temporary notional 
Profeſſors (who are ſtrangers toÞ* OU 
Regeneration , Work ) fall away} 
from their Profeſſion , like Leaves inÞ"* tl 
 Aurumo 


Cc5t) 
and | Autumn, or like untimely Fruit, which 
and | comes to no Perfection. Theſe will 
Tom | prove themfelves to be of their number, 
adg- who built chetr Houſe on the Sand, which 
hort [Hovſe may ſtand for ai while, and pro- 
 to[miſe very fair in the time: of-outward 
ver- [Peace and 1 ranquillicy ; while they may 
Eſa, ®JOy their religious Liberty ( by Hu- 
min Law ) and whilſt their Profeſſion! 
efſeg [and their outward fecular Intereſt-can 
boye [80 hand 13 hand together : No Man can 
ſeth |[Oſcern between fuch and real Converts. 
plea- [tis in this caſe, as when two Men walk 
e Be. [(or travel) together, having a Dog fol- 
Je js[1oiwing them ; no Man who knows nel- 
rree, ther the Men; nor :yet the Dog, can' 
« theli«) whether of the-zwo Men is Maſter 
him of the Dog... But. when theſe two 
ecre; [Men come to part, then the Dogs 
der [aſter 1s preſently known from the 0- 
1. 1.[{ter, the Dog will ( moſt certainly ) 
'ſha-[fllow: bis- own Maſter.” '\When Reli- 
{ vi-gion and worldly Advantage, Credit, 
comefionour and Freedom from the Croſs,: 
- An-Fome to.turn the back on each other: 
keeyfMn the,;Temporary' Profeſſor ( who, 
_ andfompany?d ; with Chriſt in - the viſible. 
00a (0mMmunjon -of;, his. Saints, all the time 
5s tof outward Peace,): will openly diſco- 
away [n» which of the; two he ferv'd all 
es inþ& time of his hypocritical Profeſ- 


rum ſion, 
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fron, - Chriſt (in Religion ) or the| x 
World. | Fd 
If | ever the Penal Laws - come in| $; 
Faſhion 2gain in Exgland, or the Dra«| Ri 
gooning Allamode of France, find En-| He 
trance into theſe Kingdoms ; then will] thc 
it appear, what kind of inſides Eng*| ed 
lands Profeſſors have ; Read with a hos| out 
by Trembling the-Scriptures following] Ch 
Mat 575 26, 27. Mat.r3.21:; Jo.6.26|- * 
Togo _ Mo 
. * The Violence of the torm; whid| 17. 
comes: by Temptation, may; { for her 
time) ſtagger /a real Believer ;- but ii|to_ 
can | never overſet- .him:, fo as' h{{{or 
ſhould faffer ſhipwrack of his Soul, - of tho! 
of: that Noble Grace of Faith, where-|au 
by 'he keeps hokd of that R6ek of &|the 
yes, whereof he 1s bullt, ar. 7. 25[18. 
Aſat.' 16.18. - 1 Cor. 10: 13. 2 Pefthat 
oh 4 > NI 
-:Maxivei{Yd.) Conſider how incff{dic : 
Qual al! ether: Shadows and Cevering]Whe 
will prove tb poor Chriſtleſs Mortafſfogu 
in the tzme -of-- Storm and TempeliſÞeric 
If Sefery-and Preſervation ( from Etet 
nal Ruin) be'to. be had under the:ſh; 
dow of: Chrj/t”s Mediatorial Righteovlſeatio 
neſs alone, then it .will ( neceſſarily}he a 
follow; "that all Papiſts, Arminians, $f he! 
cinians, Quakers,'and Freewillers are it all: 
LITE " 


the 
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2 moſt deſperate and damnable Con- 


"dition, while they continue at a di- 
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ſbrance from the Covering of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs: And not only thoſe 
Hereticks ( now 'mention'd) but (alſo) 
thoſe fooliſh Virgins ( as above hint- 
ed) who remain unconveried in the 
outward viſible Communion of the 
Churches of Chriſt. 

- The Apoſtatical Church of Rozze (tha 


 -- [Mother of all ſpiritual Harlots, Rev. 
whidl 17. 5-) tells the World, that out of 
for hcr Communion, there is no Salyation 
but ]to be expected. The Spirit of God 


3s: It 
;here- 


of. F 


(on the contrary) aſſures us, that: all 
thoſe who forſake her not, fhalf be mage 
tual Partakers of her Plapues when 
the time of her Viſitation comes, Rev. 


18. 4. and ſhall be made' to drink of 
that Cup of God's Wrath, which is 
- [prepared for her, and all who live ane 
ineffeÞsie in her Communion. ' Rev, 16. x9, 
erin When this comes to fall on that Syny- 
ſortaigogue, it will then appear- (to the Ex- 
mpeſi]Þerience of the Worſhippers of that 
 EterjMonſtrous Beaſt) whether | the - ſweet 
he:ſhjad intoxicating Wine of her Fornj- 
needuſſations, which (with ſo much delight) 
Prilyhe and her Lovers fo often drank ont 
15, Sopf her golden Cup, will be able to quench 
; ater allay the Anguiſh and ( unconceivea- 

, ew ble } 


7. 25 
2. Pet. 
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ble) Pain occaſion*'d (in their Sonls 
and Conſciences) by that Cup of God's 
Wrath, which they will be made to 
drink off, even the very dregs ; accor- 
ding to that in P/al. 75. 8. For 1n 
the hand of the Lord there ts a cup, and 
the wine 1s red: ( as red as the Mar- 
tyrs Blood ſlain by the Horns and Teeth 
of the Romrſh Beaſt) it #2 Full of mix- 
ture, and he poureth out of the. ſame: 
but "the adregs thereof ull the wicked 
the earth ſhall wring them out, and arink 
them. | 
 *, Mark this Reader !. Shall wring then 


out ,- and drink them, It ſh ll not be Ar 


bitrary in them (or left to their choice) 
woerher they will drink, it or not ; drink 


it they mu$t and ſhall, will they, nill they. 


for the Cup ts in the Hand of Omnipt 
tency, not in the Hand of the wick 
ed. 

Motrve (4th.) Conſider with Seri 


j 


denly the Storms ( now impending and 
threatning England) may break ont, an 
fall upon the Nations. Storms (all knon] 
ariſe, and come ſuddenly and unexped: 
edly ; and by ſo much the more ſtart 
ling and uneaſie are they, by how mul 


ouſneſs, and Tremble to think, how : h 


they come unlook?'d for, and unthough]; 


It was ( doubtleſs) a great AF 
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eravrtion of the Iſraelites Miſery, to 
look for and expect Peace and Comfort, 
when nothing came but Trouble and 
Diſappointment. Fer:8. 15. And it will 
( molt certainly ) be one of the moſt 
aggravating Circumſtances, Which 'will 
attend the fatal and diſmal Deſtruction 
which will befal che unbelieving ſecure 
Generation, which will be on the Earth, 
when the Son of God thall come to Judg- 
ment ; that it will come vpon them ſud- 
denly and unlookt for. For when they 


ſhall ſay Peace and Safety , then ſudden 


Deſtruction ſhall come upon them, as tra- 
vail upon a woman ( with Child ) and 
they ſhall not eſcape. 1 Theſ. 5.3,” 

. OhReader! Think and conſider wich 
thy ſelf Cas I have often done) and is 
it ſo, that I (even 1) muſt Gije? and 
s it certain, that my dying Hour: is 
uncertain? O my Soul! what is the 
matter that I am ſo unconcern'd, to 
enquire what the true State of my Soul 
Is (not knowing but that Death may 
kize. me while. am reading this-Book) 
how ſuddenly :may 1 be Deaths Pri- 
ſoner? And jn caſe I be ſnatch'c away 
from off the Stage before 1 have got- 
ten under the ſhadow of the Apple- 
tree : I am an undone Man, my time 
s ended 5 my Wir and Parts (where- 
in 


C37 9 


in I prided)) will take wing. nl: - 
the Choice I have made ( in the be-|ih« 
witcking World I lived in) will (con- hat 
vincingly) ptove me a Fool. anc 
Some Men ( who want Faith to be-ſf4 
lieve the Word of God ) cannot be-P*F 
lieve that there are any ſuch things as]! 
Witches in the World. But whenſ'* 
Death comes, if it find them from{® 
under the ſhadow of the Appletree (he! 
they will find (by ſad and wofal Ex- Oh 
perience) that the World it ſelf, (whoſe?! 
Vanities and painted Nothings theyſÞ"at 
have courted and preferr*d before theſF*® 
Appletree ). is the greateſt and worſtf®* © 
Witch of all. | Iy a 
As the Partridge ſittteh on Eggs PT 
and hatcheth them not : ſo he that Ada 
getteth Riches, and net by ' Right, ſhall ed 
leave them in the midst of his days 
and at his end ſhall be a fool, Jer. 17 paſs 
iT. For what ſhall #t profit a Man, tke 
if be ſhall gain the whole World, and 
looſe his own Soul ? Mar. 8. 36. Thauſ"* ( 
fool ! this Night thy Soul ſhall be ref” Al 
quired of thee;, and then whoſe ſhall all "-© 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provided! NS = 
Luke 12, 20. ot a 
SS 
[iy be 
Aotionp® of 


nal; Idotive (5th.): Conſider : how, long 
"The Patience and: Forbearance; of God 
con hath waited upon thee, calling on thee, 
nd inviting thee to come under the || 

\ bed ſhadow of this Appletree, and yet (per- || 
- he-|aps thou never yet haſt had a ſerious i ||| 
3 ag}[hought about it. Thou art it may be Bit 
when 20, IC May be 30; :pcrhaps. 40, Yea, FO. | i 
or Go” years old; and canſt nat tell whe þ 
ree zÞT thou ſhalt; be dammn'd or. ſaved. whit 
| Ex- Oh! wonder at God's matchleſs For- | BIN | 
;hoſe hearance and Patience towards thee z Wy 
hat thou'art not 1n Hell, among the |}! 

- theſ@mned Deſpifers and wilful RejeCters WHY - 
work the Son of God ; of whofe Recove- Wil 
ty and Salvation, there is (now ) no ||| 


Ti4K 


M ] uke 16, 26. "+ 
; and IHotive (6th. Let the laſt Motive be 
"Thayþ"* Conſideration, that for ought Men 
L. re! Angels can tell, God may never give 
al afffh*e another Call, in caſe thou ſlight 
\ided?Þis : He may forbear thee not a vay, 
ot an hour, nay, not a moment longer. 
is Sword 1s drawn, and his Bow rea- 
[fy bent, to execute his Vengeance up- 
\uriuep? thee, for the Abuſe thou haſt put 
On 


——_ ——_—C 


I: 
on all his Goodneſs towards thee : 'B 
eſpecially-for the Slight and Contemy 
thou continueſt to put upon' his 'Sc 
Jeſus Chriſt, Pſal. 7. 11,12, 13. Ther 
fore Sinner! whoever thou art, wh 
readeſt or heareſt the preſent * Cal 
and Caution: look narrowly to th 
Hits, one denial more to God's Ci] 
and Invitation-may ( perhaps ) do th{ 4 
Buſineſs, afid ( if God ſtrikes thee, « 
lets fly his Arrow at thee) the ne / 
Word thou uttereſt, or Thought tho 
thinkeſt may be in Hell Torments|*" 
where thouſhait neither behold nor he fv! 
tidings -of the Appletree,: to ſhade 19 
hide thy forſaken Soul from the worſt o 1 
Storms that ever thou wer't in, © Oh 
pity, pity thy immortal never-dyin{ %" 
Soul» while thou arc out of Hell ; 'if thod © 
once get into that bottomleſs Pic, nq 15 
Pity will ever be ſhewn thee by eirhe| ©* 
God, Angels or Saints. | L 
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Sermon TIT. 
Cant. 3.4: 


Aud bu Frait was [week 9 0 T afte. 


Tl:ird thing in the Ap;lctree, 

which ( Allegorically ) ſets forch 
the Excellency of Chrilt, is 1:s Fruit- 
fulneſs ; from :which 1 obferve the fol- 
lowing DoCctrin, (viz ) Thar as this 
Shacow of Chriſt's ProteCfticn ſecures 
the real B:liever from ali kind of Storms 


Iwherewith he meets: So the Fruir of 


Chriſt is Sweet, and: moſt delightful ro 
his Taſte, while he is in a Militant 
Condition this fide Glory. | 

By the Fruit of Chriſt (in the Text) 
is to be underſtood, the unſpeakable 


and Soul- ſaving Bench. which flows (to 


all trrue-Beli. vers) from his- Mediatorial 
undertaking, and are all briefiy-couched 
vp inthat one paſſage of theApoſtle. hg 
of God is made unto us, Wiſdom, Reghe 
teouſneſs, Santtification, and Redemptiony 
"Co. x. 26 , 
Under this General, four things are 

D . compres 


( 6@o') 
comprehended ; of each of which,notic 
ſhall be taken, and due Improvemen 
made for the Comfort and Encourage 
-ment of Poor Tempted Believers. 
Firſt, By the Fruics of Chriſt are in 
tended the Perſonal Graces of the Lor 
Jeſvs Chriſt, theſe are all ſweet, and de 
lightful to a real Believer ; and they ar: 
{21d to be ſo on a threefold Account. 
Fir, On the Account of the Pur 
Chaſe which the due and full Improve 
ment of thoſe Graces (in him) hat 
made for God's Elect. Hence thoſe 
Expreſſions of the Apoſtle, As 20. 28 
To feed the Church of God,. which 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood. Ephel 
1. 14. Which &s the earneft of eur Inhe- 
ritance, until the Redemption of | the pur- 
chaſed Poſſeſſion to the Praiſe of his Glory. 
That Stock of Grace put into the 
firſt Adams Hand, to be improved for 
himſelf and us ( his Poſterity) was loſt, 
and (thereby) both he and we (in 
him ) are become meer Bankrupts, un- 


capable of ever paying to Juſtice a Ran- 


ſom for our own Redemption. But the 
Stock of Grace wherewith the ſecond 
Adam was Intruſted ( for God*s Elect) 


it was improv'd to the uttermolt, for the 


everlaſting Advantage of God's choſen. 
Here by Chriſt hath purchaſed (for the 


Elect) 
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(61) 
(Ele& Juſtification, Sanftification, and 
all other Good, ſpiritval and temporal. 
+ Secondly, The perſonal Graces of 
Chriſt are ſweer and delightful to the re- 
al Believer, on the Account of their be- 
ing both the Original, from which the 
Graces of the Believers recelve their firſt 

' Riſe, and their After Nouriſhinent, 
Chriſt's Fulneſs its the Fountain, the 
Graces in Believers are the Streams 
( or Springs ) which flow therefrom. 

Hence we have that Expreſſion of the 
true Church of real Believers, P/al. 87. 
Jaſt verſe, AU'my ſprings are mn thee. 
From this, Chriſt aſſures all Believers, 
of the Infallible Certainty of their E- 
ternal Salvation. YJo. 14. 19. Becauſe 
1 lve, ye ſhall live alſo. Fo. 15. 4. As 
bide in me, and [in you; as the Branches 
cannot bear Fruit, except they abide in 
the Vine + no' more ' can you, except ye 
abide in me. Nh | 

Thiraly, The Imputation of the Per- 
fetion of Chriſs Graces to the B2» 
liever+ is hat, which .rcaders both the 

Believers weak, Graces, and all his Im- 

Pleafing to God. 

' They who queſtion or oppoſe this, 
w:ll find it a hard task to ſhew'jn what 

ther Senſe the Scriptures following are 

i D 2 to 
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( 62 
to' be taken. Epheſ. 1.6. To the praiſe 
of the glory of Fa Grace, wheiein he.hath 
made us accepred inthe Beloved. Rev. 8.3, 
Aud another Angel came and ſtuod at the 
Altar, having a golden Cenſer : ; and there 
was given unto him much Incenſe, that he 
ſhould offer it with the Prayers of all 
Saints upon the golden Altar, woaich 5s bes 

ore the Throne. 

The higheſt and moſt refined At 
of SanRification in Believers (even 
thoſe As which come neareſt to that 
ſinleſs Perfection, which:is every Belies 

vers Duty to trive after;)...hey are mr 
perfett ; and therefore ſtapd :in.neeg 
of the. ſpotleſs. Sanftification; of: the 
Mediator to.recommend them ;to God, 
Pertinent to the purpoſe in hand., is 
that of Augulin, Domine lavas lachry: 
mas meat, 0 Lord waſh thou nay \Tears 
of Repentance. - Unto, him that: {oved 
13, and waſhed us from our fins, in-his 

own Blood. Rev. 1.5. | Andhave waſhed 
their Robes, and have made” them, white 
in the Blood p- the, ene; Rey, 7 
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are to underſtand in Word, 7% 3 
the meaning of the Spopſe, in Cant: F 
laſt verſe, #1 mouth #s . mvit FOE 0 2 
be 15 altogether lovely. .- 
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(63) 
* Here the Words of Chriſt are ( Sy- 


nechdochically) intended, by which the 
Love and Grace of God (to ſinners 


EleCt,; and choſen in Chriſt ) is reveal- 


ed in the Goſp:1, and made ( ſenſibly ) 
manifeſt in the Conſcience of true Be- 
lievers, by the Holy Ghoſt, with this ac- 
cords that of the Pſalmiſt, How [ſweet 
are thy words unto my taſte ? yea, ſweeter 
than hony to my mouth, Pſal. 

' Three things there be which befpeaks 
the Words of Chriſt ſweet and delight- 
ful to a real Believer. 

Firſt, The Suntableneſs of them to a 
Believers neccſſitous Condition. 

What is it which beſpeaks the Go- 
ſpel of: Chriſt tobe ſo ſweet and pre- 
ferrable before the Law; but the Suita- 
bleneſs thereof to poor "diſtreſſed ſink- 
Ig Souls ? the Do&rin thereof being. A 
Syſtem of-ſweet and precious Promiſes, 
ſuited to every Condition Believers c2n 
be in inthis Life. According to'.2 Cor. 

1,20. For all the Promiſes of God (in 
him ) are yea, and (in him) Amen, to 
the Glory of God by yz. And 2 Ft: #:46 

hereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes.that by theſe ye. may 
be made partakersof the Divine Nature. 

The Snttableneſs then of the Words. of 
Coriſt's Moutn, Is one thing wi:lch be- 
D 3 ſpeaks, 
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( 64 ) 
fpcaks them ſweet and delightful to 2 
real Believer; what is (or can be) 
more ſuitable to a Creature ( who: is 
dying of the Wounds given him by ſin) 
than the glad Tidings and Diſcovery of 
a Saviour ; who is both Able and Wil- 
ling to fave and reconcile him to God :? 
The Spirit of the Lord (faith Chriſt) «© 
upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to 
preach the Goſpel to the poor , he hath 
ſent me to heal the broken hearted ; to 
preach Deliverance ro the Captives 
and recovering of Sipht to the blind, to 
ſet at Liberty them that are bruiſed, 
Luke 4. 18. | 

What makes bodily Medicaments (or 
Plaſters) ſo valu'd, and deſirable, but 
their Suitableneſs to the Diſtemper, or 
Ailment of the Body ? 

A Promiſe of the Everlaſting Cove- 
nant of God's Grace, ſuited to the af- 
flicted, tempted and deſpairing Condi- 
tion of a poor Sinner : Ir is like Phy- 
ſick, or a Plaſter ſuited to the Body, 
When the poor ſinner inwardly feels 
( throngh the powerful Influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt ) the healing Virtue of the 
Promiſe; Gh! how ſweet and com- 
foriable is ſuch a Promiſe to that Soul ? 
1 will never forget thy Precepts ( ſaith 
Holy David) for with them thou haſt 
quickned 
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05 
quickned me, Pſal. 119. 93. Every ex- 
perienced Believer can ( moreor leſs ): 
tell- how ſurpaſſing all other words the 
Words of Chriſt are; and that on the 
account of theic Suitableneſs to the ne- 
ceſlitous and ſtreighrenedCondition they 
Hei:ce the Commenda- 
tions Eiven (by real experienc?d Be- 
lievers) to the Word of Chriſt, above 
all other Writings and Sayirgs what- 
ever. I was (faith one experienc*d Be- 
liever to another) in ſich and ſuch a 
Streight,and the Spirit of Grace brought 
ſach and ſuch a word ( of Promiſe) to 
my Mind and Thoughts, and thereby 
relieved and comforied my drooping , 
penſive Spirit. And ( ſaith another ) 
| was ſo and ſo tempted in ſuch a place, 
at ſuch a time, even to a horderin 
on the very Verge ( or Precipice ) of 
Deſparation and Ruin: And when [ 
concluded my ſelf paſt at| Hope of eſ- 
caping, the Bleſſed Spirit brought to 
my Remembrance ſuch and ſuch a Pro- 
miſe, which was (every way ) ſuited 
to the tempted Condition I was in; 
and thereby my Spirit was ſtayed ard 
holpen. Oh! how bleſſed a Priviledge 
are thoſe Souls ble fſed with, who can 
ſpeak theſe things experiment: lly ?- 


D 4 Se- 


(66) 
Secon-ly, The Words of Chriſt are 


ſweet to a real Bcliever, on the account 
of ihe Scoſunableneſs of them. 


This was one of the needfu] Quali- 
fications, which was to be in Chrilt, to 


make him a compleat high Pricſt, (iz.) 
to know how to time Deliverance and 
Comfort to poor fainting deſponding 
Souls: £E/a. 50. 4. The Lord God. bath 
£iver nie the tongue of the learned, that 
7 ſhoulda know how to ſpeak a word in ſea- 
ento him that is weary, QCc. 
The Spirit of God (by Solon) tells 
us, that a word fitly ſpoken, us likg Aps 
ples of gold, in Pillures of ſilver, Prov. 
25. 11, Here we are to underſtand, 
that aword in due time and place, and 
pertinent tothe purpole. As (beyond 
all diſpute) 1t 1s Amiable and Raviſh- 
Ing to the Eye, to behold ſo orient 
£01 dazitig a fight as Apples of Gold 
( drawniothe Life) in Pictures of S1l- 
ver : So, .( undouhtedly ) a word of 
Counſc] and Comfort bronght Home to 
tie Conſcience of a doubting wounded 
Sinner, raviſheth and gladdeth the bro- 
ken Heart, As cold water to a thirty 
Soul, ſo uw good news from a far Coun- 
iry, Prov. 25 25, When the word 
{uitcd Lo 2 poor tempted Souls Diſtreſs, 
15 
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is bronghrt home in the nick of time 
(as we ſay) Oh! low ſweet is It 
then ? | 

Thiraly, A third thing which beſpeaks 
the Woid of Chriſt ſweet toa rea! Be- 
liever, is the Holy Ghoſt his Ffhcicn- 
cy and quickening Power zcccmpany- 
ing the ſzme, what we ſay of corpo- 
ral Bread, Raymert, Phyſick, Diink, 
&c. what can they avcil to comfort and 
nou:iihthe Body, witacut the Spirit cf 
God blefs znd ſanCtifie their uſe, to the 
end for which they ate appoinred ? 

The ſame mey be truly ſ:id of the 
Werd and Sacrzments, &c, what can 
they avzil for the Souls good, it the Ef- 
ficiency and quickning Influence of the 
Spirit cf God go not along with their 
uſe ? 

It is for want of this quickering Vir- 
tue (of the Spirit of God) that fo ma- 
ny Sermons are Preached, and fo few 
finners really Converted. 1: 1s for want 
of this quickning Efic:cy of the Spi- 


Tit, that fo many Ordinances 6f ReM- 


gion are attended and - enjy*d by 
thouſands of Profeſlors, wHhout any 
ſenſible or viſible Growth in Grace. 

The Word of God is like a well made 
Knife or Razor, tho? never ſo keen afd 
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(68) 
can neither Cut nor Shave. So the 
Word of God, neither the Law can 
awaken, convince or wound the Conſci- 
ence for fin: Nor yer the Goſpel Heal 
or Comfort a Soul in Diſtreſs, without 


the Energy and quickeaing Efficacy of 


the Spirit of God. 

There are two ſorts of People, who 
(hereby) appear co be in a woful Con- 
dition? Fir, ſuch as frequently hear 
and read the Word, Receive Sacraments, 
ani go the Round 1n all external Acts 
of Religious Duties, and yet withour 
any motion of ſpiritual Life, from the 
Spirit of God in their Souls. 7] hk 
are like blind Horſes in a Mill, going 
round all day long, alway treading tn 
the ſame Tract, not fecing or conſider- 
3ng where they are, or what they are 
doing. Theſe Keep to the Form (ina 
Cuſtomary way) but heed not the in- 
ward Power, which is that which ren- 
ders all Acts of Religious Worſhip both 
pleaſing and acceptable to God; and 
which proves the Soul to be (in Reali- 
ty) a living Member of ChriſPs My- 
ſtical Body, Eſa. 29. 13. 2 Tim. 3. 5. 
Rev. 3. 17. | 

Secondly, There be others who (in 
Ppretence of internal Motion, and Powet 
1a the Soul from the Spiric, who ( fog, 
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( 69) 
yoid the Damning Formality of the ©- 
thers (now mention*'d ). will not only: 
negleCt, bur even ſlight the Word and 
Ordinances, refi:Cting on ihe Word as a 
dead Letter; and the Holy Inſticuti- 
ons of Cirilt (in his Churches) as car- 
nal, poor, empty ani beggarly Elements. 
Some ( of theſe ) are Seckers (in plain 
Engliſh Quakers) who are always learn- 
ing, But never come to the knowledge of” 
the Truth, 2 Tim. 3.6.7.. Others are ſy- 
per-ordinanced, who have gotten above 
all ordinary Means. Theſe (1n their own: 
Conceits at leaſt) rre ſo near Perfection, 
that they need not the uſe of outward: 
Ordinances. Theſe are gotten (1n out- 
ward Shew and Proicſhon) above Or- 
dinances, bur never yet were they ac-- 
qualnted with true Piety. 

Both theſe ſorts are under the power- 
ful working of an Inf. roal Spirit of De- 
Iaſon, which feeds their Souls with 
Chymerical Whimfies,and Entbuſiaſtical 
Dreams.inſtead of the Dottria which 1s 
according to Godlineſs. 

Theſe wretched Extreams are to- be.: 
(carefully) ſhunn?d and avoided, as the 
aS the Paths which Icad to Hell and E-- 
ternal Ruin. The ſure way herets, 


is to keep within ſight and hearing of 


the Shepherds Tents, Cars. 1. 8. Lewar?: 


of; 


I" 2. 
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of fulſe Teachers, and avoid the Dottrin 
which bath not God's Word for its Foun- 
axtion. Ela 8. 20. 

[na hearing and reading, and all other 
Ocdinavces of Religions Worſhip ; ſee 
That the outward Form, and the inward 
Powcr be not ſeparated. Theſe thin 
wich God hith joyned tocether, mul 
not be put aſunder. Eſa. 59. 21, Mat. 
19. 6. 

That gieat Man Anguitin us'd to 

call the Word of God,Creating Words, 
rFeba Div'na (ſaith he) ſunt verba crea 
tzva, And that on the account of the 
quickening Energy and Power that goes 
along wtth them. This ts a Truth, 
which hath been acknowledged :s well 
Fy Enemies, as by Friends to the Truth, 
F0..7.46.; Tre Officers anſwered, never 
Ain ſpake like thus Man. Luke 24. 31. 
And they ſaid one to anather, did not our 
Hearts barn within us, while 'he ralked 


with uw by the way, and while be opened | 


10 i the Scriptures ? 

He that brags of the Word of God, 
and is a Stranger to the Power thereof 
(3Þ14;ts own Soul) bz 1s an hypocritt- 
£21 Formalifſt. He who boaſts of the 
Pyuwer of the Spirit within, and holds 
not the Form of found Words, indited 
by the Ioſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt; 
0 
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to be a Rule of Faith and Holy Life; 


he is a deluded Enthuſiaſt : From both 
theſe Extreams, the Care and Faith- 
fulneſ> of the Great Shepherd, will keep 
all who are given him by the Fa- 
Tl:cr. 
Thirdly, The Works of Chriſt are all 
ſweet to the irne Believer. 

By Works (here) I intend the Works 
of his M=dlatorial Undertaking 

Among the goas there is none like unto 
thee, O Lord, neither are there any works 
like unto thy Works, Pal. 86. 8. Beſides 
the Works of Creation and Providence, - 
v hich are common to the whole Trint- 
ty ; there are Works which are Pecu- 
liar to Chriſt as Mediator, I will ceduce 
them to fix Heads. 

F:r5f, His Work of Incarnation, or 
his Ailuming the Human Nature, into 
Unity with his Sacred Godhead. This 
is the Myſtery of all other Myſteries ; 
and of this, the Temple and Faberna-. 
cle (of old) were ſhadowy Types. To 
tis Myſtery, that in Prov 8. 31. had 
reference, even before Chrift came in 
the- Fleſh; yea, before the Birth of 
Time it ſelf (if F may ſo ſpeak ) re- 
joycing in the habicable Parts of his 
Earth, &c. The ( then) intended U- 
nion between the Godhead and our 

Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, is ( in that Scripture ) pointed 
at, and this is chicfly intended by Fohn, 
Jo. 1. 14. And the Word was made fleſh, 


and dwelr amon; ſt us, ec. And by Paul | 


As 
in1 T:m3.laft. And without controverſie 


great us the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God 
Was manifeſtedin the fleſh, &c. 

There »re three things ( eſpecially ) 
which beſpeak the [ncarnation of Chriſt 
to be ſweet and dclightful to the true 
Believer. 

First, The gracious Condeſcenſion of 
Ckriſt ro lodge in the Believers Nature. 
' Thus to do, was a Favour and Ftivi- 
tedge deny'd the Angelick Nature which 
fell by Apoitacy ; it being defign'd and 
intended ( only ) for the Seed of Abra- 
ham, Heb. 2.16. For werily he took not 
upon him the Nature of Angels, but he 
zook_ the Seed of Abraham. 

Thas is one Principal Reaſon why the 
Devils are fo (linplacably) fet againſt 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and all who bear 
his Image. Becauſe Chriſt became a 
Mediator between God and Abraham's 
Szed, but not between God aad them- 
felves. Mark 1. 2.4. Let ws alone, (cry'd 
thoſe Apoſtate Spirits in the Poſlef- 
fed) Whars have we to do with thee? 
GC. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Devils knew they had no In- 
tereſt (or Propriety) in Chriſt, as a Sa» 
viour. He took not their Nature on 


| him, he was never defign'd ( by God 


who ſent him into the World) as a 
Saviour for any but Abrahams Seed, 
and this inrages them ; ſo will all the 
wicked Reprobates ( of the World ) 
ſmell with Spight and Madneſs againſt 
the Son of God, and all the Ele whom 
he came to Redeem : They are (here- 
in) acted by the Spirit of their Father. 
Fohn $ 44. Teare of your Father the 
Devil, and the LuSts of your Father ye 
will do, &ec. 

Secondly, Fhat Firm and laſting U- 
nion which ( by Chriſts Incarnation Y 
is eff ted between the ever Bleſſed God 
and true Believers. 

As by Adam's Apoſtacy, both him- 
ſelf and all his Poſterity (in him): were 
Ejeted (or caſt) ont of God's Fayour 
and Communion, which was (evident- 
ly ſeen in Adam?s EfCtion (or his be- 
ing caſt) out of the Earthly Paradiee, 
the Type of Reaven. Ger. 3. lafl, So 
by Chriſt*s uniting the aſſumed Na- 
ture of Abraham's Seed to God; an 
unſhaken and an immovable Foundation 
ts 1sid for an Everlaſting Union between 
the Ele { Abrahaw?s Sced ) and God. 
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As the Union between Chriſt's God. 


head and his Humanity is ( for ever) 


Inſeparable; ſo the Union and Bond of 
Friendſhip beiwecn God and Believers, 
ſhall never be Nnlld ( or mave void) 


let Dvil, World,corrupt Nature, Death] 


and Hell do what they can. 

The Names of the two Pillars in $-- 
lomen's Temple intimated, and (Typi- 
cally) ſhadowed forth (to the Faith of 
the Believers under the Qld Teſtament 
Diſpenſation) that the ſpirizual Tem- 
ple, which is the Church cf God's E- 
lect, being built and refting upon the 
Pillar of Gud's Omnipotency ; ic ſhall 
never be prevaiPd apainſt by the pow- 
ers of Darkneſs. 3 Kings 7. 21. To 
theſe two Pillars ( Jachin and Booz,) the 
Snirit of God (in Fohn) aliudes Rev. 
3-12, tim that overcometh I mil 


mike a D.Har in the Temple of my 


God, QC: 

Thirdly, The Fruic and Effet of that 
Union (T/z.) ſweet Communion, and 
Rverlaſting fellowtng Fellowſhip withFa- 
ther,Son and Holy Gnoſt. As is the U- 
nion, ſuch will be the Communion. 
1 Jo. 1. 3. That which we have ſeen and 
beard; declare we unto you, that ye alſo 
might have Fellowſhip with ws; and tri 
ly our Fellowſhip s with the Father, and 

Wt 
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with bis Son Jeſus Chrift. Ver.7. But 
if we walk in the light, as he ts in the 
lioht, we h.ve Fcllewſhip one with anos 
ther, &Cc. 

S.condly, The Work of his Humilia- 


tion and felf Abaſement. 


Chriſt's Incarnation, and his hum- 
bling bimſelf (in the aſſnmed Nature) 
are 1wo diſtinct things. The Incarna- 
tion (in order of Nature) muſt pre- 
cede ( or go before) his Humiliation ; 
the former was 1n order to the latter. 
To make make 1: obvious and plain, 
Conſider the two Natures of Chriſt ; 
which conſtitutes him fit for the great 
Work of Mediation between God and 
md bam} Men: - oo XC 

Firft, His Godhead. As Chriſt is 
Ged, he is no way Capable of being 


humbled. 


. Secondly, His Humanity ( the Nature 


Jin which he was humbled ) Reaſon 


teaches that before he could humble 
himſelf (in the aſſumed Nature ) that 
Nature muſt firſt be (AQually) in Be- 
Inp. 

As touching God's aſſuming the Hu- 
man Nature, it cannot (properly) be 
calPd or thought an AR of Humilia- 
tion. And that becauſe ( as is alrea- 
oy hicted) the Codhead 1s not capa- 
ble 
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ble of being humbled. To which [er 
add, that the Godheads aſſuming thehhe ] 
Human Nature, is no way a humbling, |. * 
bur rather an Advancement ( and that jp 
the higheſt and greatett that ever was ful, 
( or ever will be ) granted and vouch- ſope 
ſafed to any created Being) to the[[av 
Human Nature.. This Act of God, inf 1 
uniting (to himſelf) the Human Na- (fp! 
ture, was 2 high ACt of matchleſs andſje& 
ynparallell'd Condeſcention to Abra-|Noi 
hams Sced, his Eleft, and choſen iafng 
Chriſt. Lan 
It will (then ) be demanded where he | 
in Chrifts Humiliation conſiſted f ry 
To which 1 anſwer in two Partj-{nd, 
culars. ther 
Fir, In his laying aſide and notwa 
pleading the Perfection of his finleſthphic 
Nature, and the perfe&t Conformityfirea 
of his Life, to the Law of God. lfinad 
the Lord Jeſus had not ſtood as a Sure-Wwor 
ty (for the Elet) the Curſe of thip« 
Law could no way Reach or take holdþein; 
of him; and the Reaſon is, becavſeÞe hi 
he was never guilty of tranſgreſlirgpnt 1 
the Law. he 
Chriſt was Made ( not Born) undetÞ»an; 
the Law. So ſaith the Spirit of Truthflf, 
Gal, 4. 4+ It is one thing to be Born ye bþ 
oþlf 


("T3 - 
ich Ifer the Law, and ic is another thing to 
p thejhe Made under the Law. 
)ling,] To be B2rn under the Law , pre- 
| that ſuppoſes that Party Partaker of a fin- 
r WaSſful, polluted Nature, which lays him 
ouch-ſopen to the Sentence end Curſe of the 
>) thejLaw. 
dd, inf To be Made under the Law, pre- 
| Na-ſuppoſes Chriſt's voluntary AR of tub- 
's andhjeting himſelf to the Law of God ; 
Abra-|Not only to the preceptive command- 
en infing Part of it, that he might keep the 
Law for the Elect of God, for whom 
heres he became a Surety : But to the mina- 
dry and curſing part of it too, tothe 
Partj-Jend, he might be made a Curſe for 
them; and that by bearing ( in his 
d nothwn Body and Soul ) the Laws-curſe 
ſinleſhich was due to Gods Ele, for their 
1mitYreach of the Law. Phil. 2. 7. But 
d. liinade himſelf of no Reputation, and took 
 Sure-won him the form of a Servant, and 
f thihs made in the likeneſs of Men, And 
2 hoidfeing found in Faſhion (as a Man ) 
ecauſehe humbled himſelf, and became obedi- 
reſli:gfat vnto Death, yea even the Death of 
he Croſs, Aza'! £aur iv ixgrwrs. Sed ex- 
undetÞrenivir ſemer ipſum, he emptied him- 
Cruthfelf The word properly ſignifies he 
rn vb d (or he utterly emptied) him- 
detfkif, he debaſed or made himſelf _ 
AN 
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And this he did himſelf, i: was neifg.e 
ther his Fachers, nor any of his En. 
mies Act. This 1s to be taken 1n ngſj- 
other ſenſe, than (as was ſaid alrex{p; 
dy ) his laying afide, and not plezdj;þ 
Ing ns own ſpotleſs Innocency ; whereſgak 
ON, if he had ſtood, no Acculatialye, 
( b:ovght in againſt him) woula hay flis 
held water, to caſt him at .the Lawſyir! 
Bar. x; | _-— Wy 

Secondly , His voluntary ſubjeCtin 100 
himſelf to a Liableneſs, to ſtand charg-o 
with all the fins of God's EleCt (a) 
truly, as if thy had been ( Perſonalſe,o 
ly) committed by, himſelf) toge|hy., 
ther with -the Shame - and *Curfe- dnſ$ 2 
for them. | "Ee © 

Chriſt ſtanding bound ( for the Thi 
leR} could obj:ct nothing againſt Gol bin 
juſt Procecdings againft him, ſceing par 
was his own voluntary Act to beconyſt 
their Surety ; neither God, Angels 0 
Men could force him to it. On thfy, . 
Account it was that he ſtood ſpeect mY 
lefs at the Laws Bir. Eſa. 55. 6. rity 
we like ſheep have gone aſtray , Why 
have turned every ons to his own wal of { 
and the Lord hath laid on him the lf pie) 
iquity of us all, Fer.7 Hz was irs 
preſſed , and he was afflicted, yet Rpgy 
opened not his Mouth ; he is b:ou ''* 


= 
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ls a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a 
$ neil6\ecp before her. Shearer is. dumb, ſo 
5 Enchhe opened not his Mouth. .What was 
In nh reaſon of this proſund Silence, 
alrez[yhen not only his Reputation, but his 
plead Liberty and hi3 dear Life too Jay at 
acre take? No other Reaſon can be given by 
aria Ven, or Angels for iT but this, (viz.) 
: havnis volunfary At in. ſtiiking hands 
: Lay with; his Father, as a Spanſor or Sure- 
y.in the behalf of the Elect, in whoſe 
jeQtin room Gas their. Repreſentative ) he 
harg! promiſed to ſte all their Debts ( ful- 
Ct I's ), diſcharged. And that by }. Aa. moſt 
rſonall; ik keeping the Lav, for them, and 
rophy. bearing (to the uttermoſt )' the 
ſe: Mthame, ' Curſe end Death 3 to which, 
- The Law ſentenced the Elect for fin. 
the þ The. Bleſſ;d; Redeemer heving, thus laid 
ſt Golſh; If under... a legal; Lis: or; Obliz 
:eing | PATIO! ; Þ to. God ( his. Father ) hen 
Deco juſtice 'calld hi m to hold vp. the Hand 
gels 0 at. the Bir, in. order. to bis coming 
Jn: thi to a fall and legal, Trial : He had n L 
ſpec wh Fore. $0 SH-Q, agaioſt 7 ſeve- 


s . proceeding : againſt 
y, 0p 9 Leh had I hop the -lealt ſpog 
vn WMof fin, { RES Ne! be. charged 


the] Tyith,; Y; 2 avi uad aken (as. a 
vas 0 urety Ne 608 t fe fig (th h: 
yet Ker, XAA1y $4: a, bil 5 
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muſt take them as his own: And { qu 
he did, witneſs his own Acknowledge 
ment at the Laws Bar. Pſal. adj 
12. For innumerable Evils have colffof 
paſſed me about, mine Iniquities have taſhy 
ken hold on me; ſo that I am not abllyg 
to look up, &c. The numberleſs Numfj1: 
bers of the Elects Iniquities were byF| 
God imputed and charg'd to his Acdgn 
count, and he ( the Immaculate ſpotfgi; 
leſs Lamb of God ) takes them as hi}zn, 
own, according to Eſa. 53.8. and 1 Peſhn; 
2. 24. who his own ſelf bare our fingn2 
in his own body, on the Tree, & hz 
They who deny a change of Perfonyſjn; 
berween Chriſt and God's Elect}, do buſtis; 
dewray their own Unskilfulneſs in thiffor 
greateſt of Myſteries; And ( in prefhiz 
cence of oppoſing Antinomianiſm ) ſufſkyc 
ficiently demonſtrate themſclves' to bſterc 
the worſt, and moſt pernicious AntinQio; 
mians (now) in London. | | 08 

For, moſt certain it is, «( and Goſthe 
will make ſuch Men know it ſoonqhqr 
or later,) that in the ſame ſenſe whergſhe 
in Chriſt was tmade a finner ( at tWhhid 
Bar of Gods Law ) the Ele& of Goſs 
ſtand juſtitied at the Throne of Gracty 
As the Lord Jeſus Chriſt could be nf 7; 
other way made ( or prov*d ) a ſinned 
but by 'Gods imputing to him the Inj - 
Bi quitiq 
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\nd Fquities of the Elect, to which he him- 
wledg telf agreed and conſented $ ſo, Ele&t 
l. 4Cfinners can no other way be Partakers 
e comfof a ſpotleſs juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 
ave tAbut by Gods imputing that of his Sons 
ot abſito them. As all the Guilt and Des 
Numfflements which (by ſin) came on Gods 
ere byElect, were imptted to, and charg'd 
Is Aden the Son of God ; ſo, all that Me- 
: ſpotjtiatorial Righteouſneſs { both AQtive 
as hiland Paſſive ) which Chriſt perform®d 
I 1 Pahnd fulild , to anſwer the Laws de- 
Ir finginand, was, and is imputed to, and 
» Go harg'd on the Ele in effefual 'cal- 
erfony ling, for their free, and fol ']eſtifica- 
do bution from all charge of ſin; and he 
in thifor they Y that have the face to deny 
n Preghis, .do ſufficiently prevent any others 
1) ſu dying Arguments to prove ther He» 
to | erodox, and unſound in this Fonnda- 
\ntinc ton Dottrin of Juſtification, where- 
In they who are made Pattakers of 
d Go-the Anointing of che Spirit of Chriſt, 
ſoonQzanor bar ſee and ſtand convineed, that 
wherdhe whole curtent of Sacred Scriptures, 
© at. Uhic of Orthodox - Proteſtant 'Divines 
3f Gof oth Non artd Confortaiſts ) are (fol 
Gract Itive). againſt ther. - 
| be i Thirdy, The Death of Chriſt j is ſweer, 
 finnequd delightful to the tro  Bellever. 


he Int | 
quitiq Three 


bearing and undergoing the Penakyy- 


d2 

Three things there be, which beſj veal | 

it (fo to be. 

FirfF, In that Chriſts dying the cur 
ſed D: ath ( to which the El:t werdn 
liable ) was the conſummating AQ of( 
the Execution of Gods Law upon hinfC 
and (13 him) upon all the Ele& gfoi 
God. It was Luthers Obſervation angT 
Saying, upon the Son of Gods beingof 
put to Dz:ath, that the two greateſſth 
Potentates on Earth were ( on thjle: 
Croſs) ſtriving for Victory, ( viz * 
The. Law _s God, and the finleſs SogD 
of ,God, | Lo 

.,The, "ales falls on Chriſt (as th{Lit 
greateſt of Tranſgreſſors ) as he ſioofto 
Charg'd with all.the moſt: horrid Abgſhe 
minations, ;that the, Eye of Gods Onfand 
niſriency farclaw, the. Elect ſhould evethe 
fall-3nto.. Pay 

The Law knows - {or ſhews) ng ig 


Mercy, though Chriſt be the Son qen 


God, and the Law-maker too ; yet Sa ther 
tisfaction muſt, he- glyen, . which, g1vchar 
occaſion .( here): to. mind the Read: inde 
of the Old Maxim, Law-makers muſfier | 
be: no Law-breakers. I .am certalfacce 
that Maxim was never (yet) motkame 
truly: verified and made good in nÞellic 
caſe,.-than_ir . was in. this. of Chriſhinjc 


A A _ 


ſpeak his own Righteous and Juſt Law, . The. 

Law crizs out againſt Chriſt ( in whoſe 
ie cur] Perſon all the fins of God?s Elect did 
> wer meet) here's a TranſgreſJor, a Sinner, 
ACt of ( the greareſt that ever appzared at 
n him} God?s Bar : And that on the account 
et ofof the innumerable Rebellions and 
2Nn ang Tranſgreſſions of all the many Millions 
 beingof God's Ele, which lay upon him, 
reateſſthough he was never toucht with the 
n thgleaſt ſtain of Corruption in his aſſu- 
"viz, ymed Nature : Neither was the leaſt 
>{s So Deviation ( from the ReCtiinde of the 
— [JLaw) ever found in his Practiſe and 
as thyLife, yet he is the Party who 1s like . 
e ſtoofto ſatisfie Juſtice, for all thoſe Debrs 
d Abgghe hath taken on him to diſcharge ; 
is Onfand ſeeing that the principal part of 
ld evejthe Debt which he took on him to 
pays (v:iz.) Actual Conformity to the 
7s) MRighteoans Demands of the Law is (un- 
Son qeniably) found in him: And that 
yet Sathere remains ( now ) nothing to dil- 
1; givdtharge and clear off, © what he hath 
Readqundertaken (as 2 Suiccy) but to un- 
s miller po a bodily Death, to anſwer the 
-ertalfacceſſory Debr, whereto the EleQ be- 
 motſame obnoxions by Adams hift Re- 
in fÞellion, lec him dic that ſhameful, 1gno- 
Chriſninious and curſed Death of the Croſs. 
— SHY E 
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Thus the Law Sentenc?d and Conf : 
demn*'d him as a Malefator, and the 
blackeft Criminal that ever held uy 
H:nd at the Bar of any Courc of ju| « 
dicature, elthcr Human or Divine. , 
The Law having paſſed on him] | 
he was deliver*d up to Juſtice, to the / 
end the Curſe of the Law might by n 
inflicted on him; his Execu:joncr (in 1 
this doleful Tragedy) muſt be hi FE 
own Dear and Tei der Father, whe tf 
Loyd him ( from Everlaſting) and 1 
will (to endleſs Eternity ) love him]. 
as he loves himicif. Yet, nocwith| 1; 
ſtanding Die he mult, and that by ha B 
ving the Sword of nis Fathers vindi] C 
cative Juſtice theatn'd in his very] ſt« 
Bowe!'s, till h1s very Soul was power Io 
el forth jike Water, Awake O Sword! $1 
againſt my Shepherd, and againſt thi] th 
Man that is my Fellow. Zach. 13. 7 th 
&c. Becauſe he hath powered out hill m: 
Soul unto death, &c. Iſa. 53. 12. | anc 
am poured out l.ke water, and all ml ſed 
Bones are out of joint, my Heart | ag; 
melred | he Wax in the mid$t of ml the 
Bowels. Pal. 22. 14: He that ſpardſin 
zzot his own Son, but delivered him up fol wh 
4s all, &c. Rom. 8. 32, con 
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Here's an Argument of the Fathers 
Love to. Ele finncrs, which can ne- 
ver be overthrown. Fo. 3. 16, For 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave 
his only -Begotten Son , that ab 
believeth in him, ſhould not. periſh, but 
have Everlafting Life. In this was 
manifelt.d the Love of God towards 
us, becauſe thar God ſent his ogly 
Begotten Son (into the World ) 
that we might live through him 
1 Jo. 4.9. | » 
Here's alſo a clear Diſcovery, what 
little Reaſon the pooreſt and weakeſt 


| Believer hath co queſtion, or doubt of 
| ChriſPs Love to him .or her. What! 


ſtep in þetween thee and Hell, and not 


love the:? To take all thy Guilt and 
1 filth of fin upon himfelf : And ( for 


the ſame) . to be made a Curſe, that 
thou poor undone ſinner mighteſt be 


4 made the Righteouſneſs of God in him) 


and not loye thee? When the incen- 
ſed Juſtice of God was up in Acms 


| againſt thee, and juft ready to fall on 


of m thee, fur Chriſt his own, Son 'to ſtep 


[par 
| Hp fa 


Here' 


in between thee and that fatal Stroak, 
which (bad it fallen on thee) would have 
compleaied thy Miſery, and have put 
thee beyond the _ of all RE 
| 2 O 
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of ever being ſaved. I fay, for Chriſt 


to ſtep in'berween thee and that' fatal 
Stroak, and to ſuffer the Sword that 


would have killed thee, to be lodg'd 


in his own Bowels, was as ſtrong and 
convincing'an Argument that he lov'd 


thee, as any can be made uſe of by 


God himſelf. Never was thete greater 
and more end-aring Love, in one Par- 
ty towards another, than the Love 
wherewith God the Father, and Chriſt 
his Son lov'd the Ele : Neither cat 
God, Angels, or Men lay down ſtronger 
and more convincing Arguments to 
prove or confirm it ſo to be; than 
God the Fathers Readineſs and W1l- 
Jingneſs,- to Sacrifice his own, and on- 
ly Son, whom he-loy'd equally with 
himſelſ; and the Sons Willingntfs te 
lay down: his 'Life, and''not only {0 
but conſenting to be made a'' Curſe 
for the Elect. Oh! matchleſs and a 
ſoniſhing Love , who ever knew, of 
heard of the like, except it ſelf? / an 
"the good Shepherd, the good Shepheri 
giveth his Life for the Sheep," Fo. 10. 11 
Greater Love hath no Man than thu 
chat a Man lay down his Life for by 
Friend, Jo." 15. 13; But (God (com 
mendeth his Love*towariuds vs; in = 

W It 
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while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died; 


for us. ON Os 

Hereby perceive we the Love of God, 
becauſe he laid down his Life for us, &C-+ 
1 70.3. 16, | 

And as the Juſt and Righteous Law 
of God did not ſpare the finleſs Son 
of God, when Arraign'd at bis Bar, 
(as a Surety for ſinners: ) So, nel- 


ther did the Son of God fliach, or 


ſhcink in the Conteſt, tili he had van- 
quiſht .and overcome the Condemnin 
Power. of the Law ; leaving irc and a 
the other Enemies of his Ele& Naild 
to the Croſs, having (by his Death 
on the Croſs ) put to death, the Dam- 
natory Sentence of. God's Righteous 
Law.; againſt God's Elect ;. and ſpoil'd 
all Principalities and Infernal Powers 
of that accuſing Power they had (by 
fin) obtain'd againſt God's choſen : 
Yea, having riflcd Hell ( ic ſelf ) with 
Dzath, and the Grave (thoſe deſtroy- 
ing and devouring Enemies of Man- 
kind ) ſo as that nothing was left 
in the way, to obſtruct or hinder 
the Eledts ſafe Arrival in Heavenly 
Glory : And all this by the Virtue 
and Merit of that Satisſaftion he 
gave to the Juſtice. of his Father, by 
E 3 obey» 
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Obeyins the Law both AQively and 
Paſſively in the Aſſumed Nature: On 
this Account It 1s, that there remains 
( now) no Concemnation ( in force) 
againſt that Man or Wcoman which be- 
lieves ih the Son of God. 

The Moral Law is ( indeed) a Law 
( or Rnle) of Holy Living to all Be- 
Trevers, and as a Lecking-plaſs to cife 
" Cover to Believers the Spots ard De- 
feAs, which abounds in their Hearts 
and Lives, (while in a ſtate of Im- 
perfeftion ) and to: ſhew them the 
continual need they ſtand in of the 
Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt the 
Mediator, till they come to the end 
of 'their Race. But to condemn or 


 fentence any true Believer in Jeſus, 


to Damnation or Eterns! Death, the 
Moral Law hath no Power. There « 
therefore now no Condemnation to them 
that are in Chrift Feſus, &c. Rom. $8.1. 
Christ bath redeemed #5 from the Curſe 
of the Law, beins made a Curſe for w, 


Gal. 3.13. Aud can tiijs be any o- * 


ther than ſweet to true Believers, 
eſpecially to ſnch as have lain ſo long 
in the Laws Priſon, til] the Irons there- 
of have reached even to the very 


Soul ? 
Se- 
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Secondly, The D:ath of Chriſt 1s 


moſt ſweet and delighrfnl to the true 
B:lizver, in that, in Chriſt's Death all 


the Sins «nd Iiquities of the Belte- 


ver, were Arraigmnd and put, io dewth, 
ſo as the Believer ſhall never, never be. 
Arraign'd or Condemn'd for them, ei- 
ther here or here-frer. | 

Thcere were two things 1N fin, by 
whici the E.;C of God were held cap- 
tives. 
 Fir,the Guilt of ſin, which Iays them 
op:n to Condemnation and the Wrath 
to come. From this the AQive and 
Paſſive Obedience of Chriſt fet them 
for ever free ( as hath been already 
obſery'd.) 

Secondly, The defiling Power of In- 
dwelling fin; this alſo is ſlain and put 
todeath in the Death of Chriſt, and by 
Virtue hereof, it js, that every Belle- 
ver (in Jeſus) is made to die to fin, 
in Heart and Life; chrovgh the pow- 
erful Eſhci ncy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
(inwardly) applying to the Soul of the 
Believer, the Etficacy of the Mediator's 
Death. 

For what the Law could not doy 
in that it was week, through the Fleſh, 
God ſending his own Son in the Like- 

| 'Y neſs 
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neſs of ſinful Fleſh; and for ſin, con- 
demaed fin in the Fleſh, Rom.8. 3.For he 
hath made him to be ſin for us, who 
knew no ſin, that we might be made 
the Righteomſneſs of God in him. 2 Cor. 
5. 21. Who his own ſelf bare our ſins 
in his own Body on the Tree, 1 Pet. 
2. 24. 


Let this Caution be obſery?'d and 


improv*d by every true Believer, (viz. 
that not the Being of indwelling ſin, 
but its condemning and reigning Pow- 
er are condem?d and put to death jin 
the Death of Chriſt : So as that that 
indwelling fin, which yet remains in 
2 juſtified Believer, ſhall never, either 
lay him open to Condemnation, or 
to keep the Believer under its capti- 
vating Power, as before Repgenera- 
tjon it did. He will ſubdue our 
Iniquities, and thou wilt caſt all our 
fins into the depth of the Sea, &c. 
Mic. 7. 18. For ſin ſhall not Gaye Do- 
minion over you , for ye are not under 
che Law, but under Grace, Rem. 6. I 4. 
Fer this pu-piſe the Son of God was mas 
nefefted, that he might deſtroy the works 
of the Devil, 1 JO. 3.8. 


He 
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He that «© born of God doth not 80m- 
mit fin, Ver. 9. - 

Thirdly, The Death of Chriſt 1s 
moſt ſweet to a true Believer, in 
that the Curſe which fin put into 
bodily Death, it 1s by ChriſPs Death 
tak:n away; to every Believer the 
Curſe Cue ro fin was the very Sting 
of D:ath, ſo witneſſeth the Holy 
Gonolt. The Sting of death is ſin, &C. 
1 Cor. 15.56. This Chriſt rhe Surety 
of the Buliever bore, that the Curſe 
in Death migiT be taru'd into a Bleſ- 
ſing ro all re Members of Cariſt , 
(viz.) All who favingly believe in 
him. 

There are ſome ( whoſe Names I 
am unwilling to mention) who t<ll 
Men that bodily Death is a Part of 
the Curſe due to ſin; and that the Be- 
liever (as well as the Unbeliever ) 
muſt undergo, and bear tt ( as ſuch ) 
namely the "Curſe which is due to the 
Believer for fin. 

From whom I do (and ſhall) for 
ever diſſent, and that for the two Rea- 
ſons here following. 

Fir, Becauſe Death puts an end: 
to all a Believers ſinning, and forrow- 
iogs,vhich occaſioned holy Maſter Nod's 
E 5 aye 
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Saying ; that Death was the greateſt 
Friend to a true Believers Grace, that 
is in the World: For ( faith he ) 
that which Praying and Hearing, and 
Sicraments, &c. do but help to wea- 
ken, (viz.) fin in the Heart and Life 
of the Believer; Death comes, and 
with one ſtroak cucs it off. And at 
the ſame time (and with the fame 
Blow > puts an end to all the Belie- 
vers Sorrows and Afﬀictions. And if 
this be a Curſe to a Believer, for my 
part, I do not underſtand, what It ts to 
be Blcft. 

Though Death (in it ſelf) bz a 
Curſe to the firſt Adam, and his Chil- 
dren ( as it is the Wages of fin, Rom. 
6. 23.) yet, to them who are tn Chriſt, 
that Curſe 1s trraed into a Bleſling ; 
& faith the Floly Ghoſt, whofe Teſti- 
mony goes beyond all other Teſti- 
monies, in Matters of Faith. See Rev. 
14. 13. And I heard a voice from Hea- 
ven, ſaying, write, Bleſſed are the dead 
which diein the Lord : From henceforth, 
Yea ſaith the Spirit ;, that they may reſÞ 
from their labours, and their works do 
follow them, And of ſuch, it is alfo 
faid, And God ſhall wipe away all Tears 
from: their Eyes, and there ſhall be no 
2016: 
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more death, neither ſorrow nor crying ; 
nither ſhall there be any more pan, 
for the former things are paſſed away, 
Rev. 21. 4. 

Secondly, Becauſe Death, not or'y 
perfects the Grace of a true Bzliever z; 
but it is. alſo an Inlet to the King- 
dom of Glory. On theſe two Ac- 
counts it is (I doubt not ) that the 
day of Death 1s preferrable before 
the day of ones Birth. Eccleſ. 7. 1. 
A good Name tu betier than precious: 
Oyntment ; and the day of death, than 
the day of ones Birth, On the ſame 
Accounts (I do not quiition)) Paul 
did prefer tc die, rather than to con- 
tinue in the Body, as he himſelf tells 
us, Phil, 1.21. Fo: to meto live i Chriſh, 
and” to die 5 Gain, 

Herewith ( alſo) concurs 1 Cor. » 
22, Whether Panl, or. Apollos, or C<- 
phas, or the World, or Life, or Death: 
or things preſent, or things to Come 5, 
all are yours, and ye are Chrifts, ani 
Chri## is Gods. In this Ennmeratt- 
on of Particulars of ſecond cavſes,, 
wherein the Members of Chriſt. 
ate ſaid to be jinterreſted ,, I un- 
derſtand the {ume thing to be intende- 
ed, which is held forth ta thac gene-: 


ral: 
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ra! Aſertion, And we hnow that alt 


things work together for good, to them 


that lou God, to them who are the cal- 
led, according to hy purpoſe, Rom. 8, 
28. And 18 not Chis a fweet Fruit toa 
Bzlievers fpiricual Taſte. 

Fourthly, The Powerful and Glo- 
tous Reſurreftion of the ' Lord Je- 
fus from the Dead, 1s moſt ſweet, 
an{4 delightful to the true Belie- 
yer. 

That Chriſt was raiſed vp fromDeath, 
1s beyond controver fie. 

AQts 2. 24. Whom God bath raiſed 
up, bavin; looſed the pains of Death, 
becauſe it was not p ſible he ſhould be 
holden of it, Adts 17. 31. Becanſe be 


hath appointed -a day, in the which he. 


will judre the World tm Righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath ordained ;, 
wheref be hath gruen Aſſurance my 
all Men, in that he hath raiſed him 
from the dead. Rom. 1. 4. And decla- 
red to be the Son of God, with Power, 
according to the Spirit of Holineſs, by the 
Reſurrettion fom the dead. 

'This R-ſurreftion of Chriſt from the 


Aead, can be no other than ſweet to } 


ev trac Felievers, and Chat on a tliree- 
tall Acccuat. 
Fi; F, 
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FirF, As 1t is God the Fathers 
Actual Diſcharge to Chriſt the Pub- 
lick H-ad, and Repreſentative of Gods 
Elect; and to them (in him) from 
that fin of theirs, which ke ( as their 
Surcty ) ſtood charg?d with; and from 
the whole of that Debt, which he un- 
dertook to pay for them. 

As Cirifts Active and Paſhve Obe- 
dience was the full Payment of Belie- 

| vers Debts to God , fo Gods raiſing 
him from Death , was Gods AQtual 
Diſcharge to fis Son, and (in bim) 
to all Elect Believers; to aſſure them, 
that the Debt which Chriſt his Son. 
undertooK to pay for them, is now 
fully paid and fatisfied, witneſs his 
Actual Releaſe and Diſcharge from the 
Priſon of the Grave; where Chriſt 
(as Undert: ker and Surety for Gods, 
Elect was detain?d until the Juſtice. 
of his Father faid, it is enough : I am 
now ſatisfied (to the full) every Tora, 
and Tittle of the Law, is by him 
perfetly obey*d, both Adively and, 
Paſſively : | have no more to. lay to 
his (or the Ele&s) Charge, for whom 
be became a Surety. Diſcharge him, 
let nim be fet at Liberty; as Chriſt 
the Son prov?d faithful to the Father, 
Jing 
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in performing ( to the utmoſt ) what 
he had undertaken, for ſecuring the 
Fathers Glory ,, and the Salyation of 
the Elect, commicted and given in 
charge to him by the Father, So, 
God the Father proves Juſt and 
Righteous to Chriſt, in giving him 
(-under the Hand of his Unerring 
Spirit of Truth) a full Releaſe and 
General Diſcharge, not only for him- 
felf , but for his Redeemed ones 
alſo. Of this, Chriſt had not the 
leaſt doubt, when he ſtruck Hands 
with his Father ; he knew his. Father 
to be the God of Truth, who could 
not lie, or deal. unjuſtly with any; 
much lefs wich his own ( only ) Son, 
who he could not but know, would 
ſtick at nothing ( though ic were to- 
empty himſelf) and to become no- 
thing. 

And, which was worſe, to be made 
2. Curſe, to finiſh the Work his Fa- 
ther had given him. to do. For the 
Lord: God will help me, therefore I ſhalk 
not be confounded, therefore have I ſe 


my Face like a- Flint, and I know that \ju# 
1 ſhall not be aſhimed; He i near | 1 


that juſlifieth me, who will contend 
with ne? Let ws ftand together, who « 


| 


what 
the 


n of } 


n In 
So, 
and 
him. 

ring 
and 

him- 
ones. 
 : the 

[ſands 

ather 


could |f 


any 1 

gon, 
vould 
re £0 
> Os 


made 
is Fa- 
Y the 
I. ſhak 
] ſet 
P that 

neat 
ontend 
mho # 


—_ 


(97) 


me, Iſa. 5o 7,8. 
What was (of old) predicted by 


God the Fathers juſtifying his Son 


had undertaken to go through) it 
ts now declared, and made known by 
the Goſpet to be ( AQually ) accom- 
pliſh:d and made good, according to- 
thoſe (and other the like) Predittions 
of him. 

I have glorified thee on the Earth, 
I bave finiſhed the Work, which thou 
aveff me to do,. To. 17. 4, 5. And 
wr O Father, olorifie thou me with. 
thine own ſelf, with the Glory which. 
I bad with thee, before the World was, 
All Power us given me mn Heaven, 
end in Earth, Mat. 28. 18. Him 
bath God exalted with his right band, 
to be a Prince and 4 Saviour to give 
Repentance 30 Iſrael, and forgiveneſs 
if fins, AAS5.31. And without: Con 
troverſre preat is the or of Gods. 
lineſs ;, God was manife#ted in the folhs 
juftified in the Spirit, &c, xn Tim. 
3. 16» 


Let 


mine Adverſary * let him come near to 


this Evangelical Prophet, concerning 


(upon his finiſhing the Work he- 
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Let the Bzliever who either hears or [1 
reads this ( concerning .Chriſt?s bes [tz 
ing Raiſed from tie D-ad ) but ſe» |tc 
riouſly weigt and conſider of how [C| 
great Concern this Act of Gods re- |M; 
leaſing Chriſt is, to ſecure and itrength- 
en the Foundation of the B-:lievers 
Comfort ani Aſſurance 3 and he will |th: 
fin! thit the ofcener he chews this [pre 
Cud, by ſerious Meditation ( accom- [Go 
pany'd wich fervent Prayer to the iy 
Throne of Grace) the ſweeter this fisf 
Fruit will be to his Taſte. Howpt 1 


Tempted Believers do often Rear, 
and Real of Gods having Raiſed þoc 


yet they hear and read it, as if theyPhic 
themſelves were no way concern'd id 
in ic; ?cis as a dry Chip to them, 
they taſte no ſweetneſs in It. The 
Reaſon hereof is, they do not con- 
fider, neither can they believe, thatÞer 
God (in Railing his Son from thepod? 
Dead )- hath (Actnally) declar'd fromg. 
Heaven, that he is now ( Actually )| W 
reconcil'd to, and at an Everlaſtingſ9 
Peace with all 3-lievers; with the poor-ſly 
eſt and weakelit ( as well as with the 
ſtrongeſt.) Believer. Aad — 
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the ſure and only way for a poor, 
rs or [weak, tempted Believer, to reliſh and 
be- [taſte the Sweetneſs of this Fruit, is, 
t ſe- |to At Faith on the Reſurrection of 
how |Chriſt, approprizting the Virtue and 
 re- {Merit thereof unto bimſelf thus ; and. 
ngth- [hath God indeed Raiſed up his Son 
evers (Jeſus Chriſt ) from the Dead ? And 
- Will that as he was the Surety and Re- 
this hpreſentative cf all the Ele&t, and was 
com- |God?'s Deſign (in raifing him) to. 
the ſive a publick Teſtimony to that Sa- 
this fisfation, which he himſelf received, 
How {| the Hands of Chriſt in the behalf 
poor ff God's Elect. Why then, moſt 
Hear, ffrtain it is, Cnone but Lyars againſt 
\aiſed pod can deny it) that no ſin (of 
; andÞod's Ele) remains. unſatisfied for g 
rheyfbich had they not been, the Juſt 
jd Righteous God would never have 
Iffered their Surety to have (fo 
ich as) peep*'d out of his Priſon 
- con-|the Grave) in which he ( that 
>, thatfer Bleſſed one) lay confin'd, until 
od*s time of diſcharging him (accor- 
Ing to Promiſe) was come. 
tually.)| What Reaſon then canſt thon ſhew 
-Jaſking|9) my drooping diſponding Soul Y 
ofiy thou ſhould:ſt fear. an Arreſt 
om God for thoſe fins; for which 
refores | Chriſt 
the | 
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Chriſt thy Surety was already Arrecſt- |[alo 
ed and Committed; and from which [ts f, 
alſo, he was (Actually) Acquitted,and |tisfq 
L-gally Diſcharged by that grcat GodPuret 
{ agaioſt whom thy fins were ccmn-Jfhs « 
mitted) whereof his Glorious andhirty 
Poivertul Reſurrection (from the Dead)ſWar - 
is a full and convincing Proof ? See fublii 
and conſider how the Holy Ghoft] Sec, 
Argues, in the behalf God*s Ele&{[from 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the Charytfhriſt 
of God”s Elect? It is God that Tufti-| Fir; 
fieth. Who « he that Condemnetb!hnma 
ft is Chrift that Died, yea, rathngd tþ 
that is Riſen azain ; who s even alfhich 
the Right Hand of God, who alſo muſe Ele 
keth Interceſſion for us, Rom. 8. 33 Seco 
4+ kad 
: The Interrogation (or Queſtionſut 0 
( here put) implies a ſtrong Negſſety « 
tion; and the plain Engliſh (or meatThird 
ing) of it is, that in vain is it ft Go 
any Enemy of Gods EleCt to briſfice ar 
( before God ) any Bill of Ind1Imaftr ad 
(or Accuſation) for ſin againſt rreto | 
of God's Eleft. The Argument whe the $ 
by this is inforced, is twofold. Fifa be 
Gods own Act ( already paſt ) itFrrefor 
God that Juſtifieth, he againſt wir bejr 
ſia hath been commirted z; and WF his 
( los 


(* ror  )- 
| [alone } hath the Right and Power 
ch |t6 forgive ic : He hatt (cn full Sa- 
nd|tisfaction given to his Juſtice (by the 
odÞarety of bis EleQ) Pirdoned the 
m-Jſns of all the Ele&, who are (now) 
andfirtually pardcn2d and juſtified, in 
ad)Þt - Juſtification paſt on Chrift their 
ze ublick Head and Repreſentative. 
hoſt] Secondly, The Death, ReſurreQion 
eAQ[from the Dead): and Interceſſion of 
arjtChrifſt the Ele@Ps Surety. | 
1fti-| First, His Death, this was the con- 
etbihmmating A, whereby he complea- 
athwmgd the Payment of our Debr, for 
2 affhich he became bound to God for 
miye Elect. 
. 334 Secondly, His Reſurreftion from the 
kad, which is Gods Diſcharge from 
tionÞat Obligation he lay under, as the 
Negﬀety of the EleCt. 
meat Thirdly, His Work of Interceſſion 
ic it Gods right Hand) to which 
briqfice and Office he would never have 
Imeſer admitted, had not the Paſſage 
{t ereto been clear?d up and prepar'd 
whe the SatisfaRtion given. There can 
Fin be no Reaſon ſhewn, why, or 
) itferefore the weakeſt Believer ſhould 
wit being damn?d, or ſent to Hell 
d WF his fins, ſecing his Redeemer 
( alot and 
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and Surety. - is - raiſed - from theſtion 
Grave. And is ( Actuilly) aſcendedjncc 
from the lower pars of Gods Earthyite! 
to ſic at his right Hand, in the highPric 
eſt Heavens; to enter: on the Glorigfor 1 
ous Work of Interceding (with Godippe 
his Father ) for him, a poor, ſhatter'fear 
tempted Soul. aſe 
| Elec 
Obj:&.. But my fins are fo manjſnal 
and great, and my Faith ſo very, vejfand 
ry weak, that I am- often aſlaileqthan 
with fearful Doubtings and QueſtiongFYet, 
ings whether I be one of thoſe Ele(bavic 
in whoſe behalf, Chriſt received thKlea 
Full and Attual Diſcharge from Gafwith 
the Father. - I dert 
To this I Anſwer in the Partic}Heb. 
lars following. - - , [thern 
Fir, Suppoſe thy ſins do (G4; 
Quantity and Quality ) not only equfthy 
lize, out out-do the crying Abment 
minations of any (now in Glorof 5 
Nay, not only fo, but (1 will adq6fC| 
the Abominarticns of any ( nay { fevet 
the) Reprohates in Hell ( except | henſil 
unpardorable ſin, which many in t doeth 
place have committed) I ſay, i to-dz 
poſ- thy ſins were as many, an(| fot-w 
great as the fins of thoſe ( now if Dyed 

tial -3 


Fo, Cons” ond 
theſtion'd) yet if thou ſeriouſly conſidgt'the 
dedfynconcieveable Worth, and. the 'infi- 
xrthyhvitely tncomprehenſible Value of the 
jighPrice paid to God's offended Juſtice 
lorigfor the ſins of the Elect: There will 
Godjippear no real 'or ſolid Ground to 
terllfear the Greatneſs of thy ſins, int 
aſe - the numberleſs Numters, of the 
Elects fins, were thy own fins (per- 
manſſonally ) and: that there were a Thou- 
, vegland Millions of Ele Sinners, more 
ailedthan there be Stars in-the Firmament. 
ſtionYet,' the: Shoulders of that Almighty 
Eled6aviour (who became Surety for Gods 
| thgEiet)) would bear them' all, ' and"that 
_ Gafwithoute any danger of -ſinkipg | un- 
der their Weight, Remember thar place, 
rtich. Heb 7.25. Wherefore he 15 able alſd'to ſave 
_ , [them to thit uttermo#h, 'thar Come Canto 
(1654; bybim&c.' T6 which, tm .Cfor 
eqythy "Comfort and futhre Enconrape= 
Alq ment ({ in- believing )-'add:-'the Mercy 
lon} of Fehovab, which (with the "Merit 
| adþ6f 'ChriſPs Satisfaction for-fin') is" 10 
ay | (every way) Infinite 'and*Intcompre= 


-pt | henſible,* that 1t ſwallows up, and'ouf- 


1n th doeth allthe Power that can be in ſin, 


, to-damn- or ruin 'any Elect, Sinner; 


and] fot-whom Chtiſt-C'the Son of God) 
y 19 Dyed and Roſe again. All the Breach- 
£100] * es 
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es of God's Law are the Aats (or Omni}, 5 
fions ) of Finice Creatures. Bur thþovt 
M-rcy of God in pardoniog SinnerChr 
and the Merit of Chriſt, his ObqPing 
dience and Sacrifice, to deſerve anftion 
obtain their Pardon, they are 
Mercy and the Meri:s of an Infinihhbar1 
Gad. And as ſoon might a litcl_the 
Wren (or Sparrow ) Dive iato thefrea 
deepeſt part of the Sea, and aſcengliat 
up again to give an Account of iter 
Depth, as any .creaged Being can he|peric 
capable of ſounding: or  Fachomigy|taſte 
the inveſtigable and bottomleſs Deprhſand 
of God the Fathers pardoning Meriber: 
cy, and of Chriſts the Sons Meric, teſſievi 
purchaſe the Elects Pardon. {who 
_ Secondly, And what though thy. Faith|®y 
be ſo weak, ſo very, .very weak .agJoſti 
thou. cowplaineſt. jt” is.; this need|del1: 
not hinder thy. Comfort in feedingſÞo, | 
on this beſt, and ſweeteſt of Fruits, |tbis 
For thy Faith, though ic be never ſo|day- 
weak, proves it ſelf to be a Divine| 7 
Faith, by its Operation inthee. -- Firj [ful | 
In that ic empties thy [Heart ofjiber 
all conceited Riggeouſneſs of thine|tholc 
awn, whereby Satan and corrupt Na-[3nd 
ture would have thee to:fook. for Life|than 
and Salvation. _ 15; been 
| Se«| - 


g 
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Jani, Secondly, In that it carries thee 
T tflout to reſt under the ſhadow of 
negChriſt's Mediatorial Satisfaction, ho- 
Obgping and expeciing Life and Salva- 


anftion by bis Merits lone. . Though 


- thipll Mens Stomachs be not <quilly 
finiefſbarp at Table; yet, he that hath 
liccjdthe leaſt Stomach, might eat to as 
> thagreat Satisfaction and Content, as he 
cendibat eats moſt, Ler thy Faith be ne- 
f ifjyer ſo weak, thou wilt find ( by Ex- 
1 helperience ) that. the oftener thou doeſt 
mig|taſte of this Fruit of Chriſt's Death 
-prhjand Reſurrection ( with Application 
Weribereot ro thy ſelf ) crying ont ( Be- 
, tollievingly ) My dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
[who died to diſcharge the Debt of 
aith|my fins. and who roſe again for my 
,.-2g} Juſtification, the ſweeter and the more 
nced|delizhtful will it be; and not only 
dingſſo, but thy poor weak Faith will (by 
vits.|this means) "gather ſtrength day by 
r ſo|day- : | 
vine] Thirdly, And as touching thoſe fear- 
;r/},|ful Doubtings and Qncſtior: ings, whe- 
ofjther thou (1n particulai ) be one of 
1ine[thoſe Elect, for whom Chriſt dyed, 
Na-[3nd roſe again. I need fay ro more, 
Lifq|than to aſſure -thee, that this bath 
been the Cale cf the moſt eminent 
Se*| os a Saints 


Fd 


= | 
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Saints (now) Triumphing in Glory ;{y « 
when ina Militant State, as thou now +, 5 
art; that Soul that was never troufo. 
bled wich Doubtinags and Qieſtion- 
ings about his Staie, was never yet 
bleſt- wich a right ſaving Faich. Noggpn 
that theſe Doubtings are of the Ef:that 
ſence of true Faith, or as if thou wer{y*d 
not bound to be humbled for themſitor 
( before God )) and oblig*d to ſtriye|rer 
againſt them: But an Argument they|Holy 
are that thou art a&t:d by a twofold((har 
Principle, and that the Devil is now[#be © 
diſcover*'d to be thine Enemy. | BothJ%9 #7 
which, effeRually proves thee to hef18. 
one of thoſe Elect for whom Chriſt both]{#ad 
died and roſe again. more. 
Secondly, The Reſurrection of Chriſt] Th 
is ſweet to a a true Believer : Az[ite 
the ſame is a ſure and certain Pledge|hers 
of his own (and all other Believers)|* ) 
being raiſed, not only. from a State |!nder 
of Mortality, but alſo from a State [Chriſt 
of Imperfeft Grace. The Reſurre- ind © 
&ion of Chriſt (the Believers Sure- [could 
ty) is the Ground and Foundation (to t 
of a Believers both riſing more and |lits © 
more to Newneſs of Life: And of|0ne n 
his bing raiſed again out of theſkd D 
Duſt of Death to partake'in the Glo-|lufter* 
Ty 


Mt ar” > i 


F' 


Try i of the laſt Reſurretion, Rom. 6. 
nowſ4, 5» 6- 1 Cor. 15, 49. 54: Phil, 3.21. 
rou}fo. 6. 40. 

ion-d Thirdly, The Reſurretion of Ciriſt 
yes ſweet to the Believer ; as it is 
Nogfan invincible Argument to prove, 
Eſ|that Chriſt his Surety ( having once 
-ert1ly*d, and by his Glorious Reſurre- 


1em|Aion overcome Death) he is ne- 


riveljer more to dye, ſo witneſſeth the 
-hey|fHoly Ghoſt. Rom. 6. 9g. Knowing 
fold {that Chris being raiſed up, from 
10w|:he Dead, dyech no more ; Death bath 
oth! more Dominion over him. Rev. 1. 
heli8. 1 am he that liveth, and wes 
\othilead 3; and behold I am alive for ever 

more, &Cc. : 
riff} The Ground hereof 1s, the infi- 


As|nite Satisfaftion given to his Fa» . 


dpeſihers Juſtice ( for the fins of the E- 
rs) [Ex ) by that one Dea:h, which he 
ate [\nderwent. If it were poſſible for 
-ate [Chriſt to dye a thouſand times oyer, 
-re- and over; his dying ſo many Deaths 
re- could not be more Saiisfatory 
jon |(to the Juſtice of God) ( for the 
and [ins of the Elect) than was that 


of [one moſt ſhameful, bicter, and cur=- 


theſſked Death of the Crofs , which he 


ry Rom. 


10-|lufker*d, and I” 26 (once) for all. 
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Rom. 6. 10. For in that he dyed, he dyed 
unto .fin once; but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God, 

God the Father hath (now) no 
more ſin to charge on him, than what 
he ſtood charg'd wiih ( on the Croſs) 
when he fſaid- (on his giving up the 
Ghoſt) it is finiſhed. Fo. 19. 30. Heb, 
10. 14. For by one offering he hath 
perfected ( for ever) them that are 


 Sanctified. 


It is not in this Caſe, as it hath 
been with ( but too) many of Adam's 
Children ( and is in this very day) 
who have been forced to pay over 
and over, the ſelf ſame Debt. Such 
is the Baſeneſs and Knavery of 
the Oppreſſours of the Age we live 
in. 


| God (the Father of Chriſt) 1s] 
not ſuch a Creditor, he 1s 


a Juſt 
and a Righteous God: And being 
ſo, there is no Ground to fear that 


either Chriſt, his Son (the Eledts 
Surety) or any poor Believer, with 
thoſe Sins which Chriſt once faris- 
ted. for. | 

This Fruit is paſling ſweet to that 
Soul, who frequently feeds on it. 
| | Fifthly, 


ever he will Twit (in the Teeth)] , 


( 109 ) 

. Fifthly, The Glorious Aſcenſion of 
Chriſt (from Earth to Heaven) is 
moſt ſweet to. the true Believer, and 
it is ſo on a twofold Account. 


Firft, As it proves the compleat 
Conqueſt and Victory of Chriſt ( the 
Belizvers Head and Surety ) over all 
the Enemies of God's Elect, of whom 
ic was ſpoken. (by way of Predi- 
Rion.) Thou haFt aſcended on high, 
thou haf# led Captivity captive, &C. 
Pſal. 68. 13. Thefe things are (Pro- 
phetically) ſpoken of Chriſt ( by 
way of Allufion or Comparifon, and 
which are by the Apoſtle Paul ap- 
ply'd to Chriſt's Glorious Aſcenſion, 
Epheſ. 4. 8. The . Metaphor is ta- 
ken from earthly Kings and mighty 


Patentat?s ; who ( when they hat” 


got the Victory over their Enemies } 
us?d to bind to their Chariot Wheels 
the Chief of the Enemies, dragging 


them along in Triumph. Thus did 


the Lord Jeſus ( the Surety of Gods 
Elect) when he Aſcended to Heag- 
yen, he led Devil,Sin,Cutſe of rhe Law, 
World, Death, Grave, and Hell, Cap» 
tives; ſo that they can neyer more 
ſlaye (or inſult over ) any of God's 

._" n Eleft; 


( fro ) 


Ele; this is intended by Chriſt in | 


Fo. 16. 33. Jn me ye ſhall bave Peace, 
in the World ye (hall have Tribulati- 
#n; but be of good cheer, I have 0- 
vercome the World. And the ſame is 
intended by Paxyl in Coloſ. 2. 15. And 
having ſpoiled Principalities and Pow- 
ers, he made a ſhew of them openly, 
Triumphing over them in it. This al- 
ſo is intended in Rev. 1. 13. I am 
he that liveth, and was dead, and be- 
| hold F live for evermore;, and have 

the Keys of hell and of death. The 
term Keys, denotes the univerſal 
Power whbich Chriſt (by dying ) At« 
chieved over all the Enemies of - his 
Redeemed ones. 

Chriſt's Aſcenfion from Earth to 
Heaven, is every true Believers Tri- 
umph over all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs of this World, fo witneſſeth the 
Spirit of God. May in all theſe things 
we? are more rhan Conquerours, tbrough 
bim that loved is, Rom. 8. 37. 


Secondly, Chriſt*s Aſcenſion to Hea- 
venis ſweet to the true Believer, on the 
Account of the perſonal Appearance 
he makes there, for all the Members of 


his Myſtical Body. RY 
at 
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Members, is exprefly ſer down and af- 
firmed for the Comfort and Encou- 
ragement of all true Believers. Whe= 
ther the forerunner is ( for us ) entred, 
even Feſw made an high Prie$t for e- 
ver, after the order of Melchizedech, 
Heb. 6. 20. For Chriſt is not entrea 
into the Holy Places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; 
but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear 


. in the Preſence of God for ws, Heb. 9. 


24. Andthere are three Ends for which 
he ſo appears. | 


Firft, That he might repreſent his 


Members Spotleſs and Blameleſs, inthe 


Virtue and Merit of that Obedience, 


which (he himſelf) as their Repre- 


ſentative perform?d (on Earth) to an- 
ſwer the Demand of the Law. 

It is on the Account hereof, that 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, (viz. the Church 
of true Believers is by Chriſt ( him- 
ſelf ) ſtyPd and accounted all fair 
and Spotleſs. Thou art all fair my 


Love, there is no Spot in thee, E- - 


pheſ” 4.7. Cant. 4-7. 
T9 That 


That Chriſt is enter'd Heaven, as ' 
the Tize;Se © or Fore-runner of his | 
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That he might preſent it to bimſelf 
.& glorious Church, not having Spot or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but that 


#* ſhould be Holy, and without Blemiſh, 


Epheſ. 5. 27. And ye are compleat in 
him, &c. Coloſ. 2.10, 


Secondly, That he might enter on 


the Poſſeſſion of the purchaſed In- 


heritance, which he bimſelf purcha- 
ſed for his Members. Ought not Chrift 
to have ſuffered theſe things, and to 
enter into bis Glory? Luke 24.26. And 
sf [ go and prepare &a place for you, 


1 will come again and receive you unto my © | 


ſelf ;, that where [ am, there ye may be al- 
fo, Jo. 14. 3. The Believers Life and 
Crown are in the Hands and Keep- 


ing of Chriſt (to be ſecur'd for ' 


them) till they arrive at Heaven, 
where he is. Which «& the Earneit 
of our Inheritance, untd the Redemp- 
tzon of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion , unto 
the Praiſe of bu Glory, Epheſ. 1.14. 
And hath raiſed us up (together) and 
made us fit together in Heavenly Pla- 
ces 3n ChrsfF Jeſw, Epheſ. 2.6. This 
is a Merey, and an Ineſtimable Pri- 
viledge given by God to the Ele@; 
that the Life of their Souls, and - 
the 


| ( 113 ) 
the Glory and Bleſſzdneſs wheretso: 
God ele&ed- them ( in Chriſt his Son) 
is depoſited ( by God the Father) 
» the Hands cf Chriſt, who will ,ne- 
v er fail or betray them: Oa which 
Accovnt it 1s, that the condition of 
the pooreſt and weakeſt Believer (1li- 
ving) Is 1n a better and ( infinire- 
ly ) fafer State, than the firſt Adam 
and his Poſterity, were in before the 
Fall. The Reaſon whereof is this, 
(viz) the Life and Salvation of the 
ficſt Adam and his Children, depen- 


| ded on the Obedience of a Mutable 


Agentz who mighc (and did) fall, 
and come ſhort in fulfilling the con- 
dition of that Covenant of Works 
under which they Aqted (for Life. ) 
But the Life and Salvation of the E- 
lect, is now fecur'd in Chriſt ( God- 
Man) who can as ſoon ceaſe to be 


what. he is, as he can forget, or- 
neglect, or ſuffer the' pooreſt and weak- 


eſt of thoſe committed to him ( þy 


the Father ) to periſh. And is not chis- 


a moſt ſweet Fruit ? 

And I give unto them Eternal Life, 
and rhey ſhall: never periſh,&c. Jo. 10.28. 
And this is the, Fatbers Will. which 
hath ſent me, that of all ' which be 
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of this he had Experience, when on 


( _—y ) 
bath given me, 1 ſhould looſe nothing, 
but nag raiſe it up at the laft tis 
Jo. 6. 3 

Thirdly, That he might enter On 
the Grez#t and Neceſſary Work of In- 
rerceſſion, which leads to the Sixth 
Particular comprehended in the gene- 
ral term Works. 


Sixthly, The Interceſſion of Chriſt | 


is moſt ſweet tro the true Belicyer, 
There are fix things in it which makes 
it {0. 


Fir, The Propriety the Believer 
hath in it; yea, even the meaneſt 
and weakeſt Believer hath as real a 
Propricty therein, as the ſtrongeſt. 
Who ts he that condemneth ? it u Chrif 
that died, yea rather that is riſen a= 
gain, who ts even at the right hand of 
God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for 
Ip Rom. 8. 34. My litile Children, 
theſe things wrice I unto you, that ye 
ſry, not : and if any Man ſin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſu 
Chriſt the Righteous, 1 JO. 2. 1+ 


Secondly, Whatevever Chriſt Prays 
for, he { moſt certainly) obtains It; 


tne 
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the Earth, before he had ( AtQually ) 1 


diſcharg*d the Debt, which he took 
on him for the Ejeft. And Feſms lift 
p his Eyes, and ſaid, Father I thank 
thee that thou hat heard me : eAnd 
1 knew that thou' hearef® me always, 
Jo. 11. 41, 42. Who in the days of 
his fleſh, when he had offered up Pray- 


| ers and Supplications, with ſtrong Crys 


ings and Tears unto him, that was 
able to ſave him from Death, and was 
heard in that he feared, Heb. 5. 7. 
But now ſeeing all Righteouſneſs is 
by him fulhlled ( according to what 


'he undertook) and he ( in the Me- 


rit thereof ) not only Aſcended -from 
Earth to Heaven, but even fat ar 
the Father's Right Hand; what is 
is that rhe Father can deny him? 
eſpecially, when what he prays for, 
ts ( before) in the Heart and - Pro- 
miſe of God ( his Father ) $0 grant 
him , ' and thac in a way of Recom- 
pence, for the foithful Diſcharge - of 


the Truſt repoſed in him by his Fa- 


ther. Pſal. 2.8. Eſa. 53. 12. 

' There are ſome poor trembling 
Believers, who (when they need 
fuch or ſuch a Mercy, and know 
not what they ſhall do without it) 
7 F 5 dare 
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hath given me, I ſhould looſe nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up at the laft Day, 
Jo. 6. 39. | | 

Thirdly, That he might enter on 
the Great and Neceſfary Work of. In- 
rerceſſion, which leads to the Sixth 
Particular comprehended in the gene- 
ral term Works. | 


Sixthly, The Interceſſion of Chriſt 


is moſt ſweet to the true Believer, 
There are fix things in it which makes 
it ſo. | 


Fir#, The Propriety the Believer 
hath jn itz yea, even the meaneſt 
and weakeſt Believer hath as real a 
Propricty therein, as the ſtiongeſt, 
Who « be that condemneth ? it us Chriff 
that died, yea rather that u riſen a= 
gain, who t even at the right hand of 
God, wha alſo maketh Interceſſion for 
#:, Rom. 8. 34. My litile Caildren, 
theſe things wrice 1 unto you, that ye 
ſiy, net : and if any Man ſin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Feſu 
Chrift the Righteous, 1 JO. 2. 1. 


Secondly, Whatevever Chriſt Prays 
for, he { moſt certainly) obtains it; 


of this he had Experience, when on 
| te 


Td wo vz3- Oh 
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the Earth, before he had ( AQually) 


diſcharg*'d the Debt, which he took 
on him for the Ejeft. And Feſws lift 
"p his Eyes, and ſaid, Father I thank 
thee that thou hat heard me : eAnd 
1 knew that thou' hearef® me always, 
Jo. 11. 41, 42. Who in the days of 
his fleſh, when he had offered up Pray- 


| ers and Supplications, with ſtrong Cry» 


nos and Tears unto him, that was 
atle to ſave him from Death, and was 
heard in that he feared, Heb. 5. 7. 
But now ſeeing all Righteouſneſs is 
by him fulfilled ( according to what 


'he undertook) and he ( in the Me- 


rit thereof ) not only Aſcended -from 
Earth to Heaven, but even fat ar 
the Father's Right Hand; what is 
is that the Father can deny him? 
eſpecially, when what he prays for, 
ts ( before) in the Heart and - Pro- 
miſe of God ( his Father) þ$o grant 
him , ' and thac in a way of Recom- 
pence, for the foithful Diſcharge - of 


. the Truſt repoſed in him by his Fa- 


ther. Pſal. 2.8, Eſa, 53. 12. 81 
' There are ſome poor trembling 
Believers, who (when they need 
fuch or ſuch a Mercy, and know 
not what they ſhall do without 1t) 
; F 5 | dare 
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dare not beg the Mercy they want; 
Fhe Mercy is ſogreat, and they them- 
felves ſo ( every way ) unworthy , 
they think it great Pceſumption to 
ſeek or pray for it. Let ſuch turn 
their Eye off, from ſtaring and po- 
ring on their own Unworthineſs ; 
keeping it fixt on the Incomprehen- 
ſible Merit and Worthineſs of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and then, 
let them keep back from God's 
Throne of Grace, and give way t0 
Diſcouragement if they can. ?Tis 
Chriſt's Worthineſs ( not the Belie- 
_ Qualifications ) that prevails with 
God. 


Oh! poor diſtrefſed fainting Soul, 
who art even (wallow'd up of that 
GuJph of Sinfulneſs, Diſtraction, Dead- 
neſs, ' and: Heart Hardneſs whereof 
thou complaineſt. 

_ Conſider: and reniember ( for thine 
Encouragement) that when thou find- 


eſt thy ſelf unable to pray, there. 


is.one ( at God's Right Hand) pray- 
ing for. .thre, whom Ged the Father 
knows not how to deny, or throw 
off :: So urevale:t ( with him) 1s 
that-: Efficacious Interceſſion of bis 
k EP ; | OWNn 
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own . Son, who was Conſecrated' thy - 


High Prieſt, by God's own Sacred 


Oath. The Lord hath ſworn and wil 
not repent, thou art a Priest for e- 


ver after the order of Melchizedech, 
P/al. 110. 4- And having ſuch an 


High Undertaker for thee (with God) 


ſo. my part, 1 cannot conceive what 
ſhould diſcourage or drive thee back 
from Wreſtling wich God, till ( F«- 


cob like ) thou overcome him. This 


is. the Uſe that God himſelf would. 
have the weakeſt Believer make of that 


great High Prieſt. Lec us. therefore. 


come boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
that we might obtain Mercy , and find 
Grace to help in time of need, Heb. 
4, 16. 


Thirdly, There is, there can be no, 
Caſe or Condition ſo deſperate or 
wretched, (in :reſpe& either of Sin, 
or of Affiction ) out of which Chriſt 
( by bis Incerceſſion ) cannnot reſcue 
and ſave the tempced, fallen and deſert- 
ed:Believer. : Let Iſrael hope in the Lord, 
for with the Lord there is Mercy, and with, 
him there i plenteous Redemption ; and he. 
ſhall Redeem l(rael from all his Iniquitzes , 
Plal. 130. 7, 8. The Lord preſerveth 


the 
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the ſimple, I was brought low, and he 
helped we. 'Pſal. 116. 6. The Lord 
kmowerh how to deliver the godly out 


of Temptations, &c+ 2 Pet. 2. 9. There | 


bath no Temptation taken you, but ſuch 
as 1s Common to Man; but God s 
faithful , who will not ſuffer you to 
be tempred above that ye are able to 
bear, x Gor. 10. Ii2. To which 1 
will only add, Wherefore he #5 able 
alſo ro fave them to the utmoſt, 
that come unto God by him ; ſceing he 
ever livech to makes Intercefſion for 
them, Heb.7. 25. And can any Fruit 
be ſweeter than this to a puor Di- 
ſtreſſed Tempted and Deſpairing'Soul ? 


Fourthly, By the Interceffion of Chriſt 

the Peace and Reccnciliation ( pro- 
 Eured by his Me:;toripis Sacrifice ) 
is kept up and con iny d for ever. 
For wnto us a Child s Born, unto mw 
a Son « Given; and the Government 


ſhall be upon bu Shoulders, &c, Efa. 9. 6. 


The kteping vp, and. continuing 
the Peace between God and the E- 
tet, as neceflary as the firſt Pro- 
Curcment of it. As by the Meritc- 
xjous Virtue of his Sacrtice, he hath 


pro- 


4 
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procur?d Peace with God for the P- 
let , fo by the renewing Efficacy of 
his Spirit in the Souls of Believers, 
Interceſſion in 
Heaven for them; he continues and 
keeps up that Peace. P/al. 37. 23, 24+ 
Fer. 32.40, Rev. 8. 3y 4. 


Fifthly, The Interccflion of Chriſt 
(in Heaven) is the cauſe of Ap- 
plication of all the Good, ſpiricual 
and bodily, which Believers receive 
ar the Hands of God. As the Pro- 
curement of all Good ( for . the E- 
le& ) depends on Chriſts Sacrihee; ſo 
the Actual Application thereof to 
them, depends on his Interceflion. 
And mhatfoever ye ſhall ath in my 
Name, that will 1 do; that the Fa- 
ther may be Glorified in the Son. If 


ye ah any thing in my Name, 1 wilt 
ao tt, JO. 14. 13. 14+ 


In the fixth place, (to add no 
more,) The Interceſſion of Chriſt 
with . his Father ( in. Behalf of the 
Eſet )..is not a matter of --precari- 
obs Entreaty, but of Juſtice and E- 
quity, wherein he cannot be put off 
He intercedes fcr ho Favour or Mer- 
-\id CYz 
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&y ,. but what be firſt paid © ric. 


for, on the. Behalf of: his Flea : an 
therefore it muſt; not | be thonghc. A 
matter of meer Entre2ry. but of E- 
quity and Juſtice, for God io grant 
to Believers wiat they ask ir Crit”; 
Name.. 


To. what bath been obſerv?d con- 


cerning thoſe ſix ſeveral forts of 
Works, which are Peculiar to Chriſt 


(as Mediator between God and Sijn- 
ners) I will add one more, and it 
is. his Providential Work of Guber- 
natioa (Cor Ruling the World) and 
that (as all the reſt of his Works ) 
is moſt {ſweet to the true Believer. 


'Fhat the Government of the World 
is (in a-way of Recompence) com- 
micted ( by the Father ). ro Chriſt, is 
plain, by his own Declaration there- 
of to his Apoſtles. All Power i gi- 
ven to me in Heaven and in: Earth, 
&c.i Mat. 28..48. The fame witneſ: 
ſeth : Paul, -And hath put. all. thin 
utider: bus feet »' and pave him to- 
Head over all things to. the Church, 
Epheſ. 1. 22. The ſamealſo Apoſtle 
to the Philippians faith, Wherefore God 


alſo 
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alſo bath highly exalted him, and gi- 
__ him _— which s pron, 2 


very Name. That in the name of Te- 


ſus every Knee ſhould Bow, both of 


things in Heaven, and things on Earth, 
and things under the Earth, Phil. 
2. 10. 

That the Works of Providence are 
alſo ſweet to the true Believer ; ſeven 
things will make it Appear. 


Firſt, God's King ( who Rules the 
Providential Kingdom here on Earth )) 
he is alſo the Believers King, 


That Chriſt is God the Fathers 
King, is plain and evident from the 
Scriptures above-mentioned, to which 
may be added F/al. 2.. 6. Tet bave'] 
ſer my King upon ' my Holy Hill of 
Zion, 


From theſe Scriptnres it is plain, 
that God hath committed: the Go« 
yernment of all things -( in his Pro- 
vidential Kingdom') to..Chriſt his Son, 
to be improv?d for the Good and Ads 
vantage of God's Elect. 


The 
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- The Proſpe& which Balaarm had | 


hereof, put him on declaring the Vi- 
Ctoriouſneſs and Felicicy of the Peo- 
'ple of God, above all other People on 
Earth. The Lord his God (ſaith he 
of Iſrael) is with him and the Showt 
of a King i among them, Nuab. 
3.45» 


That Chriſt is the Believers King, 
is evident from the Scriptures follow- 
ing : Efa. 33. 22. Fer the Lord # our 
Fudge, the Lord is our Law-giver, the 
Lord tis our King, he will ſave uw, Rev, 
If. 3- And . they ſang the Song of Mo- 
ſes (the Servant of God) and the Sony 
of the Lamb; ſaying, great and mar- 
vellow are thy Works, Lord God Al- 
mighty, TFuit and True are thy Ways, 
thou King of Saints, | 


Of Kings it is ſaid, Regum et par- 
cere Subjettis, & debellare ſuperbos. It 
is the Part (or Property ) of Kings, 
to deal gently with theſe. who fabmit 
readily to their Rightful ' Authority} 
but. to. ſubdue and vanquiſh their Ez 
nemies, who ſubmit not to the Yoke 
of Duty. 


Thy | 
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. . This Property of a King, will he 


found to he in God?s and the Believers 
King, above all the Crowned Heads 
that ever breatt'*d on Earth. 


For as Chriſt is God the Father's 
King, to Sway the Scepter of his par- 
doning Mercy, and. Go'pel Grace in 
the Hearts and Lives cf the Eicct 
who (in «{fﬀefua]l Calling) are made 
his willing Subjeds : He will by his 
Almighty Power defend and ſave them 
from all adverſe Powers which ſeek 
to ſpoil and ruin them: He will not 
only defend and prote& them from 
all Enemies and Dangers, but he will 
carry it gently, and tenderly towards 
them, vnder all their Weakneſſes and 
Infirmities. But towards the wicked, 


'|who refuſe and rejet his Yoke, he 
[will vanquiſh and ſubdue them: Not 


by the Scepter of his ſpecial Grace, 
as he deals with God's Elect : But 
wiht that Iron Rod, which the 
Father hath put into his Hand ( for 
this very end) He mill break them to 
pieces, Pal. 2.9. 


But thoſe mine Enemies which would 


not that 1] ſhould Reign over them, 
| bring 
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bring them bither, and ſlay them befort\|Panc 
ze, Luke 19. 27. pone 
0, v 
This is ( undoubtedly) a high Pri-] W 
viledge and Mzrcy, wherewich G 2d%$Þ8de 
Choſen are ( Ecern:lly ) Bleſt aboyep$ If 
the reſt of tnz Race of Adam, to E 
under the commanding Power and ÞJON 
( Everlaſting ) ſucceſsful Conduct offlio 
ſuch a King. The Damned in Helflinil 
would give ten thouſand Worlds ( ifp!Ze 
they had them at command ) to bePt- 
under the Conduct of this King. But 
for their oppoſing and delpifing this Sec 
precions and ſweet Redeemer ; theyfſe 
are (judicially ) given up to the Ty- hick 
ranny of ſuch a King, as knows nf Ct 
Mercy; who mſtead of ſaving, will bron 
continue to torment and deſtroy ,PÞ ? 
Rev. 9. 11, 41 


This Lord Jefus, He, and He aloneF” 4 
(excluding all others ) is the Headf®* P 
and King over the Church of God's 
Ele. None will claim fuch a Pci-f* ” 
viledge, but the Man of Sin, and ſuch}? ©? 
as are akin to his Antichriſtian Hie-\ #* 
rarchy. Chriſt is ( to the Church of wy 
the Living God) a Mead 'of ſaving| #9 
Influence, as well as a Head of Com-en c 

| manding 
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fore|panding and ProteQting Power, which 


one in Heaven or Farth can pretend 
0, without borrid Blaſphemy. 
Pri-] Were this very Pcint but rightly 
2d4%FÞ8derftood , and (by Falih) apply'd 
oye Þs It ſhould, it would make the weak- 
> be#ſt Believer in England as bold as a 
andLyon, in the ways of his Holy Pro- 
- offiſſion. Bur for want of this, even 
HeljÞiniſters chcmſelves ſhamefully Cowar- 
( ifÞize when Chriſts Eyemies appear Ram» 
O be ant. 


But | 
this] Secondly, There is not that Crea- 


cheyÞre in this Providential Kingdom, 
Ty-Fhich is nut ſubjeted to the Power 
s nof{ Chriſt. The Lord hath prepared his 
willſ#rone in the Heavens, and bu King- 
roy ,Þ” ruleth over all, Pſal. 103. 19. 


All Power © given me in Hea- 
Monet” 47d in Earth, Mat. 2g. 18, Thou 
Jeab1F put all things in Subject10n under his 
zodefief, Heb. 2. 8. I am he that liverb, 
Pri-f1d was dead, and behold I am aline 
ſachÞ! evermore ; Amen, and have the Keys 
Hie-f Hell and of Deatb, Rev. 1-18. 

h of 

ins, Thirdly, Not only the Creatures, but 
omen all their natural Influences and 
1din? Motions 


. 
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Motions are ſubjeted to the Powetfief 
of Chriſt ; yea, the Craft and Subtildould 
ty of all the Churches Enemies atgider 
ſuhj:&ted to him. No Fire can burgkthio 
no Water can drown; no Thieves callenc« 
rob, no Perſecutor can hurt, without cl 
Chrilt. ich 


It is a ſure and an infallible Rule igi 
Divinity, that as no ſecond Cauſe cagerei! 
(of it ſelf ) do good to a Man, fs, 
neither can it do him harm. Wenyith 
this one Rule but rightly unde 
ſtood , and pradtically improv'd, iþ On 
would free the Minds and Spirits Com! 
true Believers, from many fooliſh are ; 
panick Fears, which ( trequently ) ieſh 
vade them, to not only a leſſeninfow 
but alfo to a keeping out that Conpy | 
fort, to which (as Believers) thoulc 
have Right, and which they may (0 
dinarily) enjoy, were it not for the} W 
wretcned NegleCtiveneſs herein. Whgtreig 
at any time (or in any Caſe) hen 
meet wi.h a Diſappoin' :1ent and 6 n 
buſe, a Loſs, or a Criſs from heal 
Creature ( whatever) I ceaſe to col m 
plain or murmur in God's Preſendy pr 
that which ſtrikes me into a profoſf@qs 
Silence, 1s the Conſideration and Jo n 
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ometfef that ſuch and and ſuch Accidents 
ubtilgould not fall out, without the Pro- 
S atgidence of God; the Hand of God 
burgjthiok 1) is in this rebuking Provi- 
'S calſence: My Soul! lay thine Hand up- 
Ithouſn thy Mouth , and ceaſe quarrelling 
ich ſecond Cavſes ; leſt by going 
vo far (ihat way) thou rob the Al- 
ule mighty of the Attribute of his So- 
ſe cagereignty, and give it to ſecond Cau- 
an, is, as if they could do any thing 
Wemithout him. 

une | | 

'd, i} On the other hand, when my Meat 
rits Fomforts and Relieves. fainting Na- 
1ſh ure; when the Bed and Sleep Re- 
y ) feſh the weary Body; Oh! (think I) 
Jeninjow good is God? Without whom, 
; Collmy Meat, my Bed, my Sleep, &c. 
) iffould -do me no good. | 
iy (0 | 
r the} When (at any time) I am in great 
Widtreights (as often God knows 1 am) 
ſe ) hen this or that Inſtrument ſteps in 
and ſo my Succour , my Faich ( though 
Mm Weak) Is as buſie as a Bee, calling 
o con me, to take notice of the Hand 
elenQf Providence in the preſent Mercy. 
rofMhys, if I and other Believers, did 


nd 40 more and oftner than we do : 
I 
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it would be better with us ( in poigf®"* 
of Comfort ) than it is. Phe) 
But we live more by Senſe, thy 
we do by Faith; and that's the Re 
ſon why we are ſuch Strangers 
ſolid Comfort in our own Spirits. 


an 

Chr 
hat 
0 ( 


l 


Fourthly, There 1s not the moſþ"4 
contingent Accident, which falls ouf®> 
(in the World )) bur the Providence! 
of the Lord Jeſus orders the ſame, wheſ**c 
ther it be for chaſtening - or comfortÞ2P® 
ing poor Mortals. he 

Who i he that ſaith and it cometh i a | 
paſs, when the Lord  commandeth if 
nor ? Lam. g. 37. Shall there be Evif® ® 
in the City, and the Lord hath not doulf*<r 
it ? Amos 3. 6. all 
| | | hey 

What but the Coſideration an{!"'« 
Belief of this , ſtruck Holy Davi ard 
dumb before God, when under theſ** 1: 
AfMiQing Rod of God; 1 was dumbſ'%3:! 
1 opened not my Mouth , becauſe thi ells 
Hd it, Pal. 39.9. As hath'been alf""*r1 
ready obſerv'd, there is neither Goof*s 
nor Evil , that can fall out withouf%PO 
Chriſt. Neither doth ic (from hence; by t 
follow, that thoſe Creatures which arf**ce 


Active in the Buſigeſs of Sin, are _ has 
or 
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Joiefore Excuſeable; and that , becauſe 
** Fthey Act from an ill Principle; and to 
cho £nd vaſtly differing from what 
Reuebrilt deſigns, in yermitring it. Or 
5. robbat the Praiſe and Thanks which is due 
to God's Inſtruments (in ſerving us) 
hould not be given them in due time 
moſp2d place. Neither will it hence fol- 
- onl0, that a Believer is to ſtand ſtock 
iend ill (like a Sheep) to be robb'd or 
Þurdered, if he ſees Fimſclf any way 
foeE2pable of making a lawful Defence. - 
he Reaſon is, becauſe ſelf Defence 

ch © 2 Natural Principle; and that. Man 
þ ;Þf Nation that would not ſtand up, 
$0 reſiſt an Enemy who ſecks their 

Wu 1112, Ruin, would not only (hercin ) 
fall Cort of the very Buitsz but 
{hey would be Acceſlary to: their own 
an{${urder, . which is the worſt ſort of 
Daviffarder. In this Caſe the tive Belje- 
. thef*! is to look on the the DoCtrin of 
1«mþ{{00-Reſiſtance, as a Dodrin which 
- ehoflls rank of Rome; and which ' was 
_ ajjontriv'd and brovght into. theſe Kings 
Good2ms (by the Romiſh Emiſſaries)) on 
cthouſ2poſe to manacle Engliſh Men ;, that 
ence|0y Chat means) under colour and pre- 
ch arſnce of Religious Obedience to Au- 
Korityz England might become un- 


— capable 
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capable of preſerving it ſelf from the 
Ruin deſign'd agaialt it by Rome and 


France. 


The Proteſtants in Enzland (and in 
all the ocher Nations about us) have 
cauſe to Adore and Praiſe the Proyi- 
dence of Ciriſt, for the Entrance which 
it gaveto the ſJeluites in:oMagdalenCol. 
ledge z and Its permitting the Biſhops 
being ſent to the Tower. For, had 
not theſe two things (Providentially) 
fallen out, when, and as they did; 
P-ſſive Obedience, and Non-Reſiſtance 
had ruin'd the Kingdom before this 
time. But Glory to God on hiph, 
who hath pitcht on one, to Rule and 
and Govern his Providential King- 
dom (here on Earth.) whoſe All-ſeeing 
Eye penetrates into all the Dark and ſe- 
cret Counſels of his Peoples Enemies: 
And who knows (Exattiſime) moſt 
exatly, when to time his Peoples 
Deliverance. May this wonderful Work 


of Providence never be forgotten in| be 


England, 


How much of the Jeſuites Infernal 
Craft and Pollicy, there is in the Princi- 


ples of the People call'd Quakers, to an 
ward 


- 
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Ward Englands Overthrow, would be 
worth while for all true Proteſtants 
and true Engliſh Men ( who love their 
Country and the Proteſtant Religion) to 
conſid: r. | 

 Fifthly, That the moſt diſmal Diſ- 
penſations (which fall out in the World) 
ſhall be all managed by the Providence 
of Chrit, for the Good and Advan- 
tage of true Believers; yea, even Sin 
it ſelf, ( with the moſt ſharp and bic- 
ter Aﬀflictions, which ſpring from that 
bitter Root ) ſhall moſt certainly work 
for the Good and Advantage of Chriſt's 
true Members, according to that in 


Rom, 8. 28, And we know that all 


things work together for good, to them 
that love God, &C. 


This Aſſertion that ' Sin ( it ſelf) 
works for Good to Believers, hath not 
only ſtartled, but ſtirr'd up ſome to 
make a great Noiſe in the Kingdom, 
(and that in pretence of oppoſing and 
beating down Antinomianiſm ) to with- 
ſtand, and decry this as a dangerous 
Doctcin 3 and that which Encoucageth 
Men to commit, and continue in the 
Practice of Sin. 


G Thoſe 
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Thoſe who 2 
Principle will find ( ſooner or later) 
how 
and how injurious they are; not on- 
ly to the Doctrin, which 1s according 
to Godlineſs, but to the Peace and. 
Comfort of Chriſt's Memhersz who 
are able ( both from the Word of God, 


and their ſanctified Experience} to con-| 


tradict this, their contradicting God's 
Trath. Concerning which, 1 will on- 
ly fay two things in this place, re- 
ſerving the vindicating this DoCtrin 
to a more ſeaſonable Opportunity. 
Firft, I do affirm (in the fear of 
the oreat God ) that none (on Earth) 
do more hate and loath Sin than thofe 
Perſons who find in-their Experience, 


that God hath done them unſpeaka-|. 


ble Good by their Sins ; and heretn I 
ſhall CI doubt not ) be ſeconded by 


the Suffrage, not only of all Ortho-| 


dox Divines, bur of all ſerions and Ex- 
perienced Chriſtians. 
Seconaly, 1 do affirm, thet it no more 


follows ( from hence) that a true Be-| 


liever will, or can take Encouragement 
to commit or continne in the PraRtice 
of Sin : than ic follows, ' thar he 'will 
Cor can) venture LO drink down _ 
y 


* "ih 


wide they are off the Truth, | 
4 


} 


re of this Spirit, and | 
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ly Poyſon, becauſe he 1s told, that an 
Able and Skilfvl Phyſttian is ( by his 
Art and Skill ) able to Extraft out of 
the rankelt Peyſon, an Antidote to 
Expel Poylon, or that a Believer ſhould 
be willing to throw himſelf off the Top 
of a Houſe, which he cannot but expe& 
will ifſee in breaking his Bones; becauſe 
he knows that ſuch, or ſuch a Boneſetter 
is Skilful at ſetting Bones. 

England is come to a fad Paſs, when 
the People are grown ſo wiſe ( in their 
own Caonceits ) that they think them- 
ſelves able to 1zſtrut and teach their 
Teachers ; the Senſe hereof endangers 
the moſt faithful and lively Repro- 


vers (for God) in this formal and 


ſleepy Age, being ſtruck dumb, rot well 
knowing either what to Preach, -or how 
to ſpeak to their Auditory, without 
ſnuffing and offending them. 

If we preſs People to the neceſ- 
fary Duries of practical Holineſs, then 
we are .accounted L*-g5l Preachers 
Men who Preach up 47:/es, and who 
are for being juſtified hy Works. 

If w- Preach up Juſtification by the 
alone R ghteouſneſs of the Son of Gad, 
freely imputed by God's Act of free 
and ſovereign Gracc, without aiy thing 
"WS of 
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of the Sinners own Qualifications joya'd 
( as Con-cauſes) therewith : Then we 
are accounted Antinomians, we Preach 
Free Grace, Free Grace; and who ſees 
not (who have their Eyes open) this 
to be a ſad Prognoſtick of God?s ap- 
proaching Judgment on the Land ? 


God ſometimes cauſeth the Tongue 
of his faichful Reprovers to cleave to 
the Roof of their Mouth, that they 
ſhall not be able to reprove or warn 
a rebellious People, who are to be 
plagued with the Scourge of God's 
Judgments, as in the Caſe of the Pro- 
phet Ezekzel, Ezek. 3. 26. And I will 


make thy Tongue cleave to the Roof 


of thy Iouth, that thou ſhalt be dumb ; 
and ſhalt not be to them a Reprover, for 
they are a rebelliow Houſe. 


The like Inſtance we have Record- 
ed in the Prophet Amos. They hate 
him that reproveth in the Gate, and they 
abhor him that ſpeaketh uprightly. Here 
was the Sin of that Day, they would 
not bear or endure to be toucht by 
God's Reprovers. And God takes ſuch 
a Way and Method with them, as to 
cauſe them to ſee and read their 

| Sin, 


Loo oo vr IS ere 


kd ——_ —- NE Pas 


w TT mn Y His WW 5H 


( 135 ) 


Sin, in the Puniſhment which was to 
come upon them: which was, That 
when they ſtood moſt 1a need of a 
faithful Monitor or Reprover, even 
then, whcn the Rod of God was hea- 
vy upon them, they ſhould not have 
him ; read and compare Amos 5.10. 12. 
With this agrees that of Paul ro Ti- 
mothy, where he tells him, That the 
time will come, wherein len will not 
endure ſound Dcfrin, but after their 
ownLn5ts will they heap up unto themſelves, 
7 eachers having uchins Fars, 2 Tim. 
4- 3- This Gay is this Scripture ful- 
hiled in En:land, For, by wofrtl Ex- 
perience,the tru? Ambaſſ.dors of Chriſt 
find, that tiey can reprove no kind of 
E ror 1n Relivion, but one or other is 
preſently rtouchE, even to a being 
(rootedlv) prejudiced againſt the Mi- 
niſter. li hear this railing Preacher 
no more, he Preaches agzinſt other 
Mens Religions; and what hath he to- 
do with the Papiſts ? with the Quakers ? 
with the Arminians ? Cannot he Preach 
the Goſpel ? And ſo in like manner, 
if the Preach:r comes cloſe to par- 
ticular Faults, as the Pride in Appa- 
rel in Profcflors, Mens taking a Liber- 
ty now and then to be Drunk; now 
G3. and 
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ar.d then to Game, and to ſpend their 
precious Time in Ale-houſes and 1a- 
verns, chatting and prating away the 
time which ſhould be ſpent at Home, 
in the Family; or in the Cloſet, in 
working out their own Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling, they cannot bear 
faichful and plain dealing. I know 
(ſai:n the guilty Conſcience) he means 
me, | like it nor. 


This 1s harſh Preaching, Pl hear it 
no more; I like ſuch, and ſuch bet- 
ter. Such a Preacher, he Preacheth 
Free Grace clearly; and ſuch a Mj- 
niſter, he Preaches the Love of 
God ſweetly. When ( perhaps ) nei- 
ther the Preacher (fo highly commen- 
ded and cry?d up for a Non-ſuch ) 
nor yet he that fo commends him, un- 
derſtands (fſavingly or experimentally } 
what the Grace of God means, or how 
the ſame 1s made the Sinners. 


_ It even am2z2s me to think, how 
few of thoſe Preachers, who ( now } 
paſs current for Free Grace Preachers, 

o be 
will be ownd by Chriſt at the great 
Day, for right Goſpel Preachers « And 
how few of thor who make fo great 
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a Noiſe in cryivg ſuch vp, will be 
found what thzy icem to be ( viz.) 
true and ſound hearted Bclievers. 


This 1s not dcfign?d as a Stumbling- 
block or a Diſcouragement in the way 
of any weak Believer, but rather for 
a ſcafonable Warning or Czution to 
empty Talkers, woo think bighly 
of themſelves; to take lced they 
prove not milſtiſtsken in their Opinion 
of themſelves. Wherefore let him that. 
thinks be ſtands, take heed lei he 
fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12. 


Sixibly, In the darkeſt Night of Af- 
fiction and Temptation, the ſweet 
Smiles of ChriſPs Face will cheer and 
comfort the true Believer, | 


The Pillar of Cloud in Moſes his time, 
it was both Darkneſs to the Ezypre- 
ans, znd Light to the People of God. 
Exod. 14. 19,20. The ſame Diſpen- 
{ation may be a Croſs for Good to Gods 
Child, and a dreadful Curſe to a Re- 
probate. 

The Knowledge 2n1 Bzlief hercof, 
put the Church upon giving that ſea- 
ſonable Caveat to her boaſting Enz- 
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my; who ( in the time of God's cha- 
ſtizing her for Sin) did not a little. 
rejoyceat the Afflictions of the Church, | 
concluding that thoſe AﬀiQtions were # 


the Forerunner of -the Churches De- 
ſtruction. Rejoyce mot againif me, O 
mine Enemies, when I fall I ſhall ariſe, 


when 1 ſit in Darkneſs, the Lord ſhall 


bea Light nuto me, Mic. 7.8. 


Fatherly Chaſtiſements, and Father- 
ly Love do very well conſiſt together, 
ſo faith Chriſt; who (as he is God) 
knows all things; and who (as he is 
Man) found it in his own Experience, 
that his Father ( the God of Love ) 
who loves him ( his Son ) as he loves 
himſelf, yet when venting his diſlike 
of, and his Diſpleaſure againſt the Sins 
af the Elet charg?d on Chriſt :. He 
handled him fo ſharply and ſcverely, 
that the Son of God found a Neceſ- 
fry cf crying ont (in the Bitterneſs 
of his Soul) Ay God! my Cod! 
why ha#t thou forſaken me ! Mat. 27. 
46. And yer God was ſtill his God, 
and his dearly loving Father for all 
that. As many as I love (ſo1th Chriſt) 
I rebuke and chaſten, &c. Rev. 3. 19. 
Yea, fo far are *fiiftions and Tri- 
bulations 
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balations from being a Token of God's 


being a Mans Enemy, that (indeed ) 
to be exempt and free from them, 
iS an Argument that the Perſon is 
none of Gods. But if ye be without 
chaftening, (then are ye Batards) and 
not Sons, Heb. 12. 8. 


* Gods Afflitive Diſpenſ-ttons are - 


to his own Children the purging Pills, 
whercby God, the Great and only Wile 
Phyſitian, will purge out of the Heart 


and Aﬀections of his Children, thoſe. 


Remains of Sin yet abiding in them. 
And as in Nature, thoſe Pills (or that 


Potion ) which are Bittereſt, and whick. 
makes the Patient ſickeſt, are the beſt. 
for curing, though they are hardly - 


gotten down : So in Chriſtianity, thoſe 


Corrections and Chaſtenings (from : 
God's own Hand) which are the ſo-. 
reſt and ſharpezit to corrupt Nature ; 
they are Attended wi.h the greateſt- 
Efficacy, to kill Indwelling Corruption. 


in the Believer. 


Before 1. was Afﬀifted (ſaid Holy 


David ) I went aſtray, but. now have. 


I kept thy Word, Pſal. 119. 67- And 


in another place, { know, O Lord, that - 
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thy hers np are right, and that thou in 
Faithfulneſs b £5t Aﬀicted me, Pal. 119. 
75. When the darkeſt and moſt diſ- 
mal Cloud of Affliction and Trouble, 
f:ems to overcalt the tru2 Believer, 
and not only to overcalt him, but 
to comoals him about, fo as there 
appears no lixelitood of his Eſcape. 
yer, even then there 15 a Bright ſide 
jn tait Cloud, which ſhines on the Be- 
Hevers Inſide, to comfort and encou- 
rage him, in Truſting 10 and Relying 
on God, in the way of Believing and 
Dependance. 


And not only ſo but we Glory in Tribula- 
tion alſo ; kaowin? that Tribulation work- 
eh " >AEBNEE ; ani Patience Experience 

ani Experience Hope;, and Hope maketh 
not aſhamed,becauſe the Love of God « ſhed 
avroad in our Hearts, by the _ Ghost 
which 1s given to us, 'Rom. 6.3 te/- 


4 


fed be God, even the Father f our Lord 
Feſu Chriſt, the Father of Mercies, and 


the God of all Conpmee 4 Who comfort- 
eth ws in all our Tri ulation , that we 
may be able to comfort them which are 
in any Trouble, by the Comfort where- 
with we our ſelves are comforted of God, 
2 Cor, il. 3, 4 Newvertkeleſs God that 
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comforteth thoſe that are caſt down, &c. 
2 Cor. 7. 6. 


Seventhly, and lailly. The Lord Jz- 
ſus Chriſt (the Head and King cf all 
true Believers ) being Pilot. to fit at 
the Helm of all Aﬀairs (wherein the 
Glory of his Father, and the Sajva- 
tion of his Ele are concein'd) le 
will ſo Steer the Courſe of all fecond 
Cauſes in this World, as not one of 
his Believing Members ſhall ever come 
ſhort of a Safe and Happy Arri- 
val at Glory ; but ſhall (mit infal- 
libly ) be ſecurely conducted through 
all -SLorms and Hurricanes, which can 
poſſibly arife, to overwhelm and fink 
the tine Believer. \ 


Let wnat Times foever God pleaſes 
come ; let what Calamities ſoever fall 
out in the Land ; Plague, Famine, Ct- 
vil War, Forceign [nvation, Penal Laws, 
Biſhops Court, Devil, World, indwel- 
ting Sin: Ler all come upon thce 
(at once.) and diſplay the Bunner of 
their Force, Policy, and Malice agalnlt 
thee, to ruine and deſtroy thee ; 
yet thon ( who art a real Bejizyer : 
art ſafe ( betng ſccur?sd vader the ih + 
COW 
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dow of the Appletree) and not only & 
{ife ( from any Harm which can come 


to thee by ſuch Storms or Fnemies.) 
But thou ſhale be (infallibly ) aſſar®d 
of ſ3fe Landing in Heaven, and that 
by Virtne of that Univerſal! Conqueſt 
and Victory, Atchiev'd by thy Head 
and King, over all his and thy Ene- 
mies: And his having” gone through 


all thoſe kind of. Storms which thou 


feareſt thou ſhalt meet wiih (and that 
as thy Repreſen:ative) and hath ſhot 
the- Gulph of Death: and is now (Ac- 
tually) Poſſeſt of thy Crown and Man- 
fion in the higheſt Heavens,. whereto 
the Eſhcecious Virtue end Power. of 
thy Redeemers. Aſcenſion, will in 
a very ſhort ſpce of time, bring thee 
to b:hold and enjoy the great and un- 
ſpeak:ble things which he hath pur- 
chas% for thee, and for all thatiru- 
ly Love, and leng far his Appearing. 


Ged u5 our Refure and Strenith, a very 
preſent Help. in Trouble; therefore will 
not we fear, theugh the Earth be re- 
moved, and though the. Mountains be 


carried into the mid3F. of the Sea: 


Though the Waters thereof rear and be 


troubled ;, thouch the Mountains ſhake 
with 
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with the ſwelling thereof, Pſal. 46. 1, 


2, 3- IWhither the forerunner 
for us entred, even Teſw made an high 
Priest (for ever) after the order of 
Melchizedech, Heb. 6. 20. 


What hath been obſery?d from the- 


latter part of the Text, concerning 
the Fruics of the Appletree, which 
are ſo ſweet to the Tiſte of a true 
Believer; many things. might have 
been ſpoken by way of. Application, 


both to the Comfort and Joy of all. 


true hearted Believers; and alſo to 
the Terror and Amazement of all Pa- 
piſts, Quakers, Arminians, &c. who 
are deſtiture of the Fruit of this Ap- 
pletree. Whenſpiritual Fzmine (from 


God) comes on theſe praceleſs ( be- 


cavſe Chriſtl-\ſs) Souls, when they 
come t be Hanger-bicten, and their 
Rarv?d Soils languiſh away. In them, 
for want of the Frui: they now ridicule 
and ſcotin: Then will that dreadful 
and killing Word take hold of, and 
be ( Actually y fulfilled in them.. E/2. 
65. 13. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
God, behold my Servants, ſhall eat, but 
ye ſhall be hungry. : behold my Servants ſhall 
drink, but ye ſhall bethirſty : behold my 


Ser=. 
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Servanti ſhall rejoyce, but ye ſhall be 
aſhamed, Behold my Servants ſhall ſing 
for Joy of heart, . but ye ſhall cry for 
Sorrow of heart, and ſhall howl for vex- 
ation of Spirit, 


This is (and will be) the Doom 
of all thoſe who ſit not under the 
Proteting Shadow of this Appletree. 
The Fruit of. this Tree is tweet to 
aone but to thoſe to whom its Shadow 
is Delightful. 


The Shadow and the Fruic belongs to 
none but to God's Elect, even Chrifts 
Redeemed ones. 

We<lt therefore may the Believer 
cry out, and fay ( with the Prophet ) 
Althouzh the Figtree (hall not Bloſſom, 
neither jhall Fruit be in the Vine: the 
Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the 
Field ſhall yield no Meat : The Flock, 
ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and there 
ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls : Yet will 
I rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my Salvation, Hab, 3.17.18. The 
Mediatorial Righteouſneſs of God Man is 
upon me,and his protettins Care and Provs- 
dence 15 over me, for my Covering, to 
fhclter me from the Laws Curſe. mm 
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. the Agonies of a fearſul Conſcience ; 


from the dreadful Temptations of Sas 
tan, and from the deſerved Wrath of 
God. Here's my hiding place in time 
of Storm and Tempeſt, of whom ſhould 1 
be afraid, Pſal, 27. F. 


Whenever a Storm ariſes, whether 
rais?d by Satan or the World, or by 
my own corrupt Nature, or by Gods 
deſerting,, or hiding his Face for a 
time : I preſently ( by Fatih and Pray- 
er) rnn to the Appletree and take 
up my place under its Shadow, cry- 
ing out (with Holy Davzzd,) Keep 
me as the Apple of the Eye, hide me 
under the Shadow of thy Wings, from the 
wicked that oppreſs me, from my deadly 
Enemies wo compaſs me about, Pfal. 17. 
?, 9. No fooner am [| fee down un- 
der that refreſhing Shadow, and be- 
come ſenſible of my Safety, but I pre- 
ſently fall upon ſolacing my ſpiritual 
Senſes, with beholding and feeding upon 
its Fruit; applying unto my ſelf ( by - 
Faith) the ſaving Benefits of Chriſts 
perſonal Graces, and the Improvement 
he hath made of the ſame for me, a 
p2or Werm; together with the fa- 
ving Benefits of his Word and Works, 


( as 


( 146 ) 
(as: above diſcovered ) appropriatins 
each Particular unto my ſelf, Thus 
the Improvement which my dear Lord 
Jeſus made of the Anointing, pour- 
ed out upon him by the Father (to 
fit him for the Work of Mediation ) 
It is mine. The Promiſes of the E- 
verlaſting Covenant of Grace ( which 
are ſuited ro every Condition, Ll. ei- 
ther am, or can be in) they are 
mine. That wonderful and amazing 
Work of his Incarnation ( or be- 
coming Man) it is mine. It was to 
Lnite me. tro God.,, 10 a nearer 
and firmer Bond of Union, than was 


b-tween God and me in the fiſt- 


Creation. 


The Work of his unparalleIPd and 
matchleſs Elamiliation (in my Nature) 
it Is mine. It was for me, to pre- 
vent my Periſhing by the Damaning 
Pride of my corrupted Nature, and 
to merit and purcaaſe for. me Goſpel 


- Humility. 


That Work of his ( perfeRly ) o- 
bey*d the Moral Law (in Heart and Life) 
It Is Mine, he obeyed the Law. for me 
as My Surety. 
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The Deatn which he ſiffer?d and 
underwent it is mine. Tr was for me 
that he might unſting Death for me, 
and to give full Satisfation to Juſtice 
for my breaking the Law, that my 
Sins might be Arraign'd and put to 
death in his Death. Tne Guilt of 
Sin can (now) no more condemn 
or caſt me at God's Bar ; neither can 
iS reigning Power ( from henceforth ) 
detain me as its Captive ( or Slave J 
that I ſhould obey ir, in the Luſts 
thereof: The ReſurreRtion of Chriſt 
(from the Dead) it is mine. He 


. Roſe for my Juſtification , hereby I 


am fully Aſſured (from under the 
Hand of the Spirit of God )) that the 
Whole of my D+b! (for which Chriſt 
my Surety Actually Dy*© 511 Ity cone 
hn'd in the Grave) is new fully Dif- 
charg'd; I am (from h:nceforth ) 
no more liable to the Arreſt of the 
Law, for Sin; for that the Juſtice 
of God hath (by raiſing my Sure- 
ty from the Dead ) Relcas*d and Dil- 
charg*d me. 


. The Aſceriſion of Chriſt (from Earth 


to Heaven) it is mine. he Aſcended 
for me (as my Surety , and Repre- 


ſentative} 


(148) 
ſentative) to preſent before his Fa- 
ther; the Succeſs of his Negotiation, 
which he undertook (for me) when 
on Earth. The compleat and per- 
f.ct Righteouſne's he fultilled for me, 
to ariſwer the Laivs Demand, and the 
Uaiverſa] Conque'? and Victory which 
he by rhac Rig + co ſneſs bath At- 
chiev*d over all hi- and my Enemies, 
he maxes open fhew of them in 
Heaven. 


Beſides this, he Aſcended to enter 
upon the Poſleifion of that Crown 
and Mantton in Heaven, which he 
bimſelf purchaſed for me ; the which 
he hath (as my Forerunner ) taken 
into his own keeping for me, until 
I. have accompliſht the Service, to 
which he hath appointed me on Earth. 


The Interceſſion of Chriſt ( in Hea- 
ven) is mine. He ſits at the Fathers 
right Hand, to lay my Caſe (11 all 
its various Circumſtances) open be- 
fore Gods Throne of Grace, plead- 
ing 4 in my Behalf) the Price which 
he himſelf hath paid ( to Juſtice ) 
for the Procurement of all the _ 
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I- ſtand in need of, till Tcome to th 
end of my Race. hs 


þ And to Encourage my coming to 


| Gods Throne of Grace (in Prayer ) 
with a Humble and Holy Boldneſs, 
to obtain (in the Virtue and Meric 
of the Price he hath paid, and the 
Interccſſion he makes in Heaven 
the Mercy and Deliverance which 
at any time ( or-in any caſe) I ſtand 
in {need of. 


The Providence of Chriſt ( where» 
by he governs the World) it is wine. 


He Orders and Rules all Creatures 
( or ſecondary” Cauſes ) wherein I am 
concern'd, for my Advantage and ſpj- 
ritual Good. Devil, World, Indwel- 
ling Sin, Poverty, Reprozch, Friends, 
Enemies, Adverſity, Profperity, Health, 


' Sickneſs, Life and Death. No fur- 


ther will the All (and Over-ruling) 
Providence of Chriſt ſuffer any of 
theſe to move (or ſtir) then he 


| will order for my Good, and Eter- 
| nal Advantage. 


Mat- 
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Matters being brought to ſo Ex 


cellent an Iſſue ( through the power.| 


ful Operation of the Holy Ghoſt 
my Soul finds it ſelf under a Hol 
Conſtraint of crying out, ( Admiring- 
ly,) Here's Fruit indeed F none coul; 
ever compare with it, of theſe Ces 
leſtial Fruits ; that Feaſt of Far thingy 
( promiſed 1n Eſa. 25. 6.) is made 
vp, and they re by Chriſt himſelf 
intended in th.:fſe Words; For m 
Fleſh is Meat indeed; and my Blood 
Drink indeed, Jo. 6. 55, What the 
Prime and Fatneſs of Beaſts and the 
moſt dclicious and pureſt of Wines 
are to feaſt and ſatiate the Body. 


The Fleſh and Blood: of Chrift: the 
Son of God (as held forth jn- the 
Goſpel and by Faith , apply*d and 
fed upon) tis unſpeakably more to the 
Soul of a true Bzliever to feed his 
ſpiritual Hunger, and to quench his 
ſpiricual Thirſt. The Believer while 
he finds himſelf (thus) overcaſt with 
the Shadow of the Appletree, and his 


ſpiritual Senſes ſo ( unſpeakably )|- 


cheer?d and raviſhd with its Fruit : 
he cries ont with Peter on the Mount 
{ at. the Transfipguration of Chriſt ) 


Lord} 
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I is good to be here, Mat. 17.3. There's 

y no Shelter like this of the Apple- 

* 1 tree, which fecures from all manner 
o” of Storms, be they inward or out- 
{ward ; from Devil, from the envious 
ine picked ) World, from Heart Cor- 
2 ruption, or from God biding his Face, 
"INeicher is any Fruit to be compared 
"ro its Fruit, A Froit: which never 
nſelf fails a Hungry Soul ( which feeds on 
it) to feed, to fatten, to corrobo= 
oy \rate the Soul againſt all ſpiritual Qualms 
and Faintings of Soul. A Fruit which 
(as ſoon as taſted) brings the per- 
plexed, melancholly, diltraQted , deſ- 
y [Pairing Heart and Mind to Rights a- 
- gain. A Fruit which 1s ſo far from 
cloying., : or. ſurfeiting the Believer g 
that the more and the oftener. he makes 
uſe of it, the more doth he long to 
be at it again. This Fruit produceth 

*_ in the Soul of a Believer ſuch a Holy 
.. \Dropſie (or unquenchable Thirſt ) 
hilel® nothing ſhort of the Beatifical Vij- 

..» (ſion (in Heaven) will perfetly cure, 
I his Rev. 7. 16, PF | 


ws; | Come then, Oh! come all ye Poor, 
diſtreſſed, melancholly, deſpairing Souls, 
iſt ) [Who dread the Terrible Sentence of 


Lord} the 
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and Wounds which Sin hath occaſi on*q; ; 'F 


in your Conſciences3 ye who are a: | t 
fraid, ye ſhall periſh for want: And are þ 4 
afraid that God's Wrath will be yout Þ " 
Portion for ever, 'haſten under the Sha: 
dow of ' the Spoules Appletree, - left tl 
the Avenger of Blood overtake thee. |. L 
And for thy Encouragement -know it, 4. at 
that this Appletree affords Shelter tr-| ne 
all-comers, to all forts of Sinners. Tk: ty 
oldeſt Sinners , the vileſt, and moi! w 
notorious Sinners who breath this fic] A 
Hell and DeſtcuQion , all will find Wel- | /o 
- come, none will be rejected who hav: | coz 
a mind to come.  :Al-'that' the Fathe | liz 
wverh me ſhall gome winto me, and hi| +7, 
that cometh to me, I will in no wi{t| co 
talf- ont, Fo. 6. 37. Ho! Every, . En 


$ one that Thirſteth, come ye to the Wis 


ters,” and he that hath no Money, cor | 
and Eat; yea, come buy Wine. and Mii; 
without Money and without - Price, FE: 
$5. 1, 2. And the Spirit and the Bri 
ſay, come ; and let him that hearei" 
fay, conie'; and let him that is athir | 
come, and 'mboſorver will, -let bim ta! 
if. rhe Water of Life Freely, Rev. 22. 1 1 
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Phyſitian who muſt cure thee, if ever 
To. 8.36, Als 4. 12, 
And I dare ( boldly) to allure thee, 
that the whole World cannot afford thee 
a ſafer Phyſician, with wþom to truſt 
thy Sin-fick dying Soul, than this dear 


any Soul yet miſcarry*d, and for cheap- 
neſs never was the like. The Scrip- 


:} tures laſt quoted make this plain, to 


which I will (only) add, that of the 
Apoſtle Paul, Wherefore he i able ( al- 
ſo) to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that 
Come unto God by bim, ſeeing he ever 


| liveth to make Interceſſion for them, Heb, 


7.25- And in a better and more En- 
couraging Place of Scripture I cannot 


1 other ſpiritual Phyſitians (and 
Means of Cure) will be feund Infig> 
Heres the 
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